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MANY of the early Toyages are rendered ini^ 
portant by dil'coveries, and the meagernera 
d1~ llie narrative is compenl'ated by Llie magiiftudc 
ol Che [ran factions. 

Tliis ehara6^er, however, does not in general 
ajiply tolraveUondertakenataveiyremoteperiod. 
Ill travels, defcrlption is the principal part to bo 
regarded ; and elegant, or accurate defcription, 
is Icarcely to be espefted when fcieutiiic travel- 
lers were lew, and philofuphica! remarks on coun- 
iriea or cuftfims, on laws, religion, or govern- 
ment, were rather incidental than intended. 

Cramped often by a narrow edacatioti or « 
narrow mind, and tied down to purfuits little 
iavourable for deep and con:iprdieiilivB refearch- 
C3, a majority of the tia.vcV\e);s\w^os.e-'&^ 'v'^*^- 
leealh century can now on\^ amM^a ii* *''*^, 
■^uar/, who values what ii rate TOoW>i»a.-«>*, 
. Vol. Xi. D 
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» excellentj wliile general reader* would reap 
rather difgufl: than entertainment from their pe- 
lufat. 

We have therefore been induced to commence 
this department of our work, at an era which 
may oSbrd ua an opportunity of recording a con- 
fiderable number of fuch intcrcfiing modern tra- 
vels, as have gained deferved celebrity, and will 
be read with avidity while the Englifli languagg 
endures. 

To feleft from fiores fo copious and fo valuable, 
is no very eafy talk; to pleafe every laftc, and 
include every article worthy of diftinflion, we 
know to be impoffible. Animated, however, by 
a defire to render our volumes deferving the pub- 
lic patronage, we iliall feduloully attend to fuch 
objeSs as may beft promote the ends we have in 
view. 

It will appear that we hare generally adhered 
to chronological order in our feries both of Voya- 
ges and Travels; and for reafons which carry 
conviflion along with them. This is not intended 
as a work on geography-, and any attempts to 
generalize, under dilUna heads, would not only 
be futile, but inconliftcBt with tlje nature of our 
plan. The order of time will beft difplay the 

Erogrefs of tafte and obfervalion on thofe whole 
ibours fall under our review ; and if we carry 
onr readers from one country, or from one conti- 
nent to another, in rapid foccellion, and fom«- 
times retrace the fame fteps with other guides, 
"ve are fatisfied that this will require no apology 
"to the difcerning, and only needs to be known to 
'£e approved. 

Without fanUsr preface, ■wefl\a\\\-\veirSote,\»fe- 
fc"i mth travels -under tak.e» aii»ak^^pii^\» iH 
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tlic Seventeenth century, and cany tliem down to" 
the prefent time, 

. When Frederick III. of Denmark, pofli^iTed 
' the thvone, he was anxious to advance ihe trade 
I of his kingdom ; aware that the riches of indivi- 
doala and the rfffources of governmerit muft refalt 
from fnccefsfnl commerce. To forward ihis ob- 
jeft, he eftaWiihed two companies of merchants 
at Copenhagen; the one an Iceland company, 
and the other a Northern company. 

The biter haying obferved that the trade to 
Norway was veryproduftivc, prefenicd a petitioi» 
l« his Danilh Majefty in the beginning of 1653, 
I representing, that many advantages would accrue 
from profecu ting difcoveriea lo the north, whence 
feVera! ralaable merchandizes might be imported. 
To this requeft the royal fan&ion was readily 
given [ and the company was empowered to ex- 
tend their Intercourfc with the northern notions 
as far as it might be found eligible. 

Immediately, fcveral ihips were fitted out on 
this fcheme; and a French gentleman, in the ine- 
dical line, from whole Jfiurnals we hare abftraft- 
ed the following pages, being then at Copenha- 
gen, and hearing that it was recommended to the 
company by his majetly to make all poflibje dif- 
covcrics and obfervationn in the countries they 
vifited, procured the appointment of furgeon to 
one of the Ihips, that he might have an opportu- 
nity of gratifying his cuclolily and difplaying his 
talenta in an honourable and uncxpenfive man- 

tner.. How well he was <]naHfied for obfervation 
(he following pages will lliew. 
We embarked, fays oui auV.Vio"C, \t\ ^^^e,\«.■^.■^- 
r Blng of April 1653, ar.A left Co^eTiV^-i.^a "«^ 
I #!(■(? /hips iu company. "We ioou axvvN'si. W-^'*, 
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gat, the (traight wbich divides the Gcrmao ftoct 
the Baltic Sea, estending about forlv leagues from 
Elfiiiore to Schagcrhort, a pBlfage full of rocks, 
aiid confcquently dangerous. 
L When wc got abreaft of Miiilfiraod, a fmall 

[ fea port about thirty leagues from Copiiuhagen, 
tbc wind beat ui btick, uud forced us to anchor 
^ a croek called Schalol, where we rode under 
the caftle, which appeared ruinous, and is oaly 
famous far its well-known promontory. 
. Here wc ftaid thirteen days, when the wind 
l(hiftiQg into a favourable quarter, we proceeded 
on our voyage, and fooa reached Chriftianfand, in 
Norway, where there i^ a commodious port. Next 
day wellcered for Chriftiana, orObllo, ihe capital 
of one of the iive governments of that kingdoOi. 

As foot) as we arrived here, we landed to deli- 
ver our letters to the company's agents, who gave 
lis a very cordial reception. Ooe of thetu, on 
hearing I was a ftranger, and had been recom- 
mended by ape.rfon belonging to their fociety, be- ' 
havcd with much civility, and after (liewing mfi 
the place, ordered one of his fcrvants, wlio ^oke 
French, to attend nic in a Ihort exairfion up the 
country. 

Early next morning we rode to a large village 
ijamedWiiby, the capital of Gothland, celebrated 
inhifloryfor haVingbcen the fcene where the fam.- 
oiia marine code of laws was formed. The houfes 
liere are very low, and built of wood, with a co- 
[ ^ ycriug of turf, and have no windows, except a 
lattice on the top, to admit the light 

The penfanlry of Norway are remarkable for 
their SmpVichy anA htifpita.ViVy.TVitwcnivetvVv'SNft 
geaeraUy red hair, an.d maie e:s.re\\cQt \iQ\iSe.- 
Vivcs, They are coaiteois W SiTan^tn, ao4 
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fcre emplbyed in tending the cattle, and in fabri- 
caiing clolh for [he ufe of the family. 

As we were returning towards Chriftiana, ve 
met one of the neighbouring gentlemen, attended 
by two fervants and a pack of hOiinds, going to 
hunt the elk, who politely invited us to partake 
' of the diverlion. After we had rode about a 
mile, the hunifman and feme more attendants 
and peafants joined us, when we procWwled to a 
vood, at the entrance of which we dilinounted, 
find left our horfes in the care of a domeftic. 

Scarcely bad we advanced forty yards within 
the cover, before we perceived an elk, which 
inftantly dropt, being feized, as we were told, 
with a kind of fit to which they are fubjefl, nnd 
from whence they derive the name of elk, figni- 
fying a mifernble creaturci Had iIBt this acci- 
dent happened, I believe it would have been dif- , 
(icnll to have brought hini down ; for when we 
roufed another, foon after, after a chace of two 
hours we were not likely to have taken him, had 
he not been feized in a fimilar manner. He 
killed three of the beft dogs with his fore feet, 
which lofs difpirited the gentleman from pnrtu- 
ing his fport farther ; and he fent for a cart .to 
carry the game wehad caught tp h'n caftle, 
where he infilled on our- accompanying him. He 
treated uh In a fplendid manneF; -and, at my de- 
parture, made me a prcfent of the two Is'fl Stanka 
of the elks we had killed; and, to Silianci tht! , 
value of the gift, let me know, they wei'e an ew.*-^^ 
cellent cure for the falling fieknefs, To this I 
replied, hi- my guide, that I was lur^vifed, Swi«. 
the foot oVar elk had fwda\\Tlwe'«v\'i,^V'( "S^ 
I tn/maj could oot cure. \tft\? o^ tVe ^aTOt v.^-i'^A^ 
V^lic gentleman, now barft "mto a \a>a<^, •a»^'»' ^ 
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I was right, for he had given it to fevcnl 
ons afflifted with ihe falling ficbnefs without 
■.fftSt, and that he had long fulpe^tcd the virtues 
ttributed to an elk's foot wcie to be cblTed 
ulgar errors, though he proceeded to fpc- 
cify mauy ill etfefts produced on the humao 
body by eating the elk's flclh. 
We fpent the night very agreeably at this 
tleman's manfion, nnd taking our leaves next 
ning, returned to Chrilliana. After a few daya 
ftay ill that part, we weighed anchor for Bergen i 
but being becalmed in our paflage, we employed 
in catching fkOn, in which we were Co 
fuccetsful, that wc were enabled to keep Lent 
fome time after. 

Uergen, the capital of a province of the fame 
jiame, has one of the fineft ports in Europe. It 
is a large trading town, full of merehauts, and 
was formerly the feat of an archhilhop, whofe 
palace was glveu to the Hans Towns for their j 
ancient merchants to live in, and the cIoiAerg i 
converted into warehoufes. Hence the inhabit- I 
ants are called monks; and arc liill obliged to I 
obferve celibacy, or remove. This, however.f 
mull be rather a political than a religious re^ 
llraint in a proteflani country. 

The principal trade carried on at Bergen i> 
litlii of which amazing tjunntiticsare exported tU 
Mufcovy and other parts of Europe. Sine 
period of this voyage, however, its trade ii 
contined to filh, but extends to deals, and maj 
other articles of northern produce. 

Having difcbarged our invcllmcnts deftiig 
i&y- Bergen, we fet fail for DtoTHUeAn, 
being coniigned to thft [oTvcyot o^ V.\»e c 
"'d /liver oiineBj foi: the \iie Qi \.^ ^oij 
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Bein^ becalmed on our paflage, we again caught 

I a great quantity of lilip-lilli, whicli we falted and 

I barrellej, They are a fpecies of large cod, which 

I live near the rocks, and from this clrcumfiance 

I derive their appellition; klippelignifyiuga rock. 

On our arrival at Drotitheio, we were anxious 

to unlade the Ihips as £s& as polJible } but the 

furveyor informed uk he imitl wait the arrival of 

^n officer from the mines, and olfered to fend a 

meifenger for him, whoai I obtained permilfion 

to accompany. 

Early nest morning, under the guidance of the 

furvejor's fervant, I fet out on horleback ; but 

the rands were lb rugged, that we could only 

reacii eighteen miles from Drontheiu before night 

overtook us. We had a long wood to paf!i 

tlirough, full of wild beads, fuch as wolves, 

lynxes, and boars, which rendered travelling in 

the dark ueitlier fafe nor plealant. Next niglitf 

wc arrived at the forges, where, according to the 

cultom of the country, we were entertained with 

beer, brandy, aud tobacco; and our hofl: thinking 

that he thould be deticienC in hofpitality unlefs 

. he made us drunk, pJied us fo faft with bumperG, 

that it was impoflible to avoid a debauch. One of 

theofficers of the mines, who fpoke French, on my 

exprcffiiig a defire to defcend into ihofe fubter- 

raneous abodes, promifed to gratify my curiofiiy. 

Accordingly, uext morning, we proceeded a 

few paces from tlie forges, which are on a high 

mountain, to the mouth of one of the mines, 

over which was erefited a machine for drawing 

' up the ore, and conveying perfous down the ihaft. 

Being fixed in a wooAew ^iit't.a^., "V "w^^ ''>^- 

dawo above fifty fathoms i ani. t>a, \e.;!.OM.v.t*^ 

fc. ioitom, never did I Ccc a oniic\>awi''2'^'^ 



TltAVELS THHOIJGH ^^^^^^^^ 

or what flppenrec) a truer piftnrc of Ihe infer- 
Mai regions. Nothing met the eye but rugged 
cavctrs, flame* of fire, and creatures more re- 
sembling fiends than men. They were dreffed' 
in black leather jnckeEs, with leathern mufflers 
about their heads, and wore aprons. Tbefe 
miners have various allotted avocations, and Tome 
not dcHitnle of danger. 

The mailer miner, who defcended with me, 
feeing I was afraid and taken with a cold fit, 
jang a bell, which is the fignni for being drawn 
up, and we foon afcended into a more favourable 
aih 

After dinner, the fame gentleman who had Co 
far gratified me, ordered horfes lo be got ready, 
that he might fliew me the filver mines. On 
being introduced to the fiirveyor, we were, each 
of us, prefcnted with a large glafs of brandy, atid 
then treated with beer and tobacco. Having 
fmokcd and drank as long as our hoft thought 
proper, he condiiSed us to the forges, about a 
pille from his houfe. "We foon after reached 
the Itioolh of a mine, and dcfcended as v/c had 
ilonc before. The miners were clollied in a fi- 
mHar manner, and the fcene was not very dif- 
ferent from what the copper mine exhibited, 
Theic mines are very produftivc, and conlider- 
ab!y aid (he royal revenues. 

The miners here never work in winter; and 
durifig Ipring and autuain labour no more than 
three hours before dinner, and a» many after. In 
fommer. however, they work nine hours in the 
day. The reil of their lime they fpcnd in danc- 
ing and jiiUily. They reccitc a crown a day all 
the jcar round, and ibis enables them to enjoy 
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than the nature of their piirfuits would feem to 
pvoniife. On my vetura ta the forges, I found 
the people engaged in their ufual fporta, and was 
not a little entertained with the variety of tlieir 
humours and pafiiraei. 

Having feen every thing worth notice iti the 
rniiics, the furveyor took iii to his houfe, where 
we were liberally enterCained in the cuftomarj 
flyJe. Next morning we took our leave, with 
thanks for the civilities received, and I returned 
to Dronthein with the mailer miner. 

In two days after we reached the port, we re- 
Cimed our voyage towards the north ; but after 
proceeding a few days with a favourable wind, 
we were becalmed under the arftlc circici snd 
fomc of the crew being fuperflitious enough to 
believe that the Inhabitants of tbe neiglibooring 
coaft could rule the elenaentsi aud difpofe of the 
winds at their plealure, the. captain was prevail- 
ed on to feud a boat alhore to purchafe a projri- 
tians gale ; and cnriolily prompted me to accoiii' 
p3ny thofc wlio went on this ridiculous errand. 

We lauded at the nearefl village, and fooa 
found out the chief necromancer, to whom we 
found means of explaining our want of a wind 
'to carry us to Mourmanlkeimore ; but he gravely 
told us, his power did not esteud farther than the 
promontory uf Rouxella. The 'mate, who was of 
tlie partyj reflediug, that if we reached this fpot, 
we might cality make the North Cape, invited 
the necromancer on board to fettle the bargain 
with the captain. To this he readily affcnied i 
and wiieo we got to the lliip, the captain paid 
hiuiabouttlurty-fivelhillingsAcrlingaiidapoutid 
of tobacco for his influence to regulate tba -sva&i^ 
»ecordiag at we wilhed lUea to yio'w. ^'^^'^^L. 
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I the bat|;ain was concluded and the manry paid- 
. for impoftora never ought to give credit, ihe wia- 
^ zard tied a woollen rag, about half a yard long 
j' und a nail broad, to the tbre-maft. On this ftrip 
' of cloth were three knots, which the captain was 
[ to untie, according to inftrnitions given. 
i" The necromancer had not been long gone> 

j when the captain untied the firft knot, and ia a 
I- Hiort time after, the wind happened to fpring up 
[' and blew a briit gale, which carried us beyond' 
f the dangerous whirlpool ol" Maelllroom, in which 
L many ftiips have inadvertently been loft. 
I The wind beginning to Ihifi a little, the fc- 
' cond knot was untied, and we were wafted along 
j! till we reached the cape of Rouxella. After paf^ 
ing iBat point, the needle of the corapafs turned 
back feveral degrees, from wliich fnme concluded 
that thcrcwasaloadftonein the mountain. Oer- 
tflin it ia, from this unaccountable variation, ■we 
Strait have loft our courfe, had not our pilot been 
very tspert. Trufting lo his own judgment, he- 
fliut op the cnmpafs, and hung out a flag for thfl' 
Other ihips to follow the courfe be was (leering. 

In this a luation we remained two days and two 
nights, haling nothing to depend on but the pi- 
lot's experience ( but on the ihiriJ day, when we 
j:, were got to a confiderable ditiance from the 
r laoontains lof Rou.ieUa, the needle again refumed 
its polarity, and wc CLJnjefiturcd that we were 
] drawing near the North Cape, 
L The wind beginning to die away, the captain 

untied the third knot of the amulet, and Toon af- 
ferfnch a Rorm ie\ in, that we were obliged to 
1 drive before f/ie wind under hare ^(StsjevpeSIm^ 
\ tnvrr nwinent to go to the boUom, \\.owc\m, 
^ tj2s i'ourth day the ftorm teafetVi wtcn W oot 
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great concern, we found wc had loft fight of the 
couforl vcffelsi but as the wind was fair, we pro- 
ceeded, in order to reach a port to refit. 

At this period it is I'earcely necellary to obfervc, 
that the fale of winds, fo often mentioned in tbe 
hiftory of northern nations, is a mere impoilure; 
but it may not be amifa to remark the principle 
on which this trailic is conduced, and the means 
by which fiiperftitioii has been gulled into a be- 
lief of the efficacy of the necromancer's art. The, 
perfons who pretend to fell the'winds, make it 
tlieir conftant fludy to obferve the weather; and, 
Jrom long practice and certain unerring indica- 
tions, they can generally predid the variatioti of 
the winds for feveral days to'come_ Should the 
figns appear uncertain when they are applied to, 
they deliiy by fornc artifice coming to a conclu- 
lion, till ibey think thcmfelves morally fnrcof tbe 
\vind they pretend to fell. 

When our fuppofcd conjurer afBrined that hi» 
influence did noi extend beyond Boiisella, he well 
knew by experience, that his obien'atioris did not 
exceed thofe limita, and that he fliould rilk his 
credit rf be. prefumcd to exceed the bounds of his 
fcience. Trifling as this fpecies of kuowlcdse 
may appear, it is confined among T^w pcopJef 
who nor only by this means keep [liei«Beighbours 
in fubjeftion, but lay credulous or qcrious fo- 
reigners under a tribute by the excrcife of their 
art. 

The northern coafts arft fo ftdl of rocks, that 
tbe ports and creeks are almolt inaccelGble ; and 
-lbmelimcelapfedbL:fore\.vecoa\4\eacVW-wS>^'4T«> 
the chief town of Danilh Via^\OT\i."*i^i»^'**^''. 
is a «/Uc and a garriton, aui* oiaic&n^ ^■*^''=^^ 
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for receiving the duties impofcil on lirangwi 
trading to Archangel. 

I We nest failed for "Wararger, and anchored 
about half a league fi'om Ihe town. The captain 
being impatient to find a proper place to refit the 
veflel, and to obtain fome information relative to 
trade, ordered out the long-boat, and proceeded 
direftly to the town. 

Waranger is populous, and has a convenient 
port, but lb little frequented, that the inhabilanta 
csprefled Uieir furprife at the light of a fliip, and 
conld give Httle encouragement on the fcore of 
trade, bat offered their afljftance to refit the vel- 
fcl. 

We now enteicd the port, and unladed fnch 
parts of the cargo as were intended for the trade 
of this country. Thefe goods were locked up in' 
a houfe near the Ihore, and a guard placed to 
watoh tliem. 

To fome of the principal inhabitanla we pre- 
sented bits of roll tobacto, on which liicy fet the 
higheft valoei and in return they fupplied U9 
in the moll friendly manner with dried filli, which 
theyufe aa a fubftitutefor bread, and thefielh of 
fuch animals as their country produces, Tbetr 
dainties, however, nut fuiting our palates, ts-c 
fent to the fliip for fait beef and bifeuils ; but 
when wewilbed the Laplanders to partake with 
■ua,wc found the fame prejudice in fa vouruf their 
own fare, as we felt in regard to ours. 
■ Thotigh fhefc people are Chrifliaus of tlie Lu- 
theraiuperfuaiion, they are IliU lb fuperllilious, 
.that if Ibey meet any thing in the morning rec- 
~^oaed tutahioas, ihry return honic> and never 
^iroat theiwholQ day. Hida may l'ci\c W &»« 
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how furceptible they are of uxunanly and unreii-' 
foiiable apprehenfions. 

Both the mea anil womeo afe low in ftature, 
bat liroiig and a Aive. Their general features are 
broad and fiat. Their e^cB arelhialland frequent' 
ly appear bleared. In their manners they arc rud* 
and nncivilized, and in difpo^tion lal'civious. ^ 

The men wear vcftitients made of rein-deer 
Ikins, with the hair outwards. Their coals are 
iliort, and reach down to the middle of their 
ihigba; and their breeches and flockings aro 
of the fame materials as the rcli of their drefa. 
Their bonnets are made of ikio, edged with grey 
or white fox. fur. The caps of the women are 
fnade of coarfe canvafs, and their hair is twilled 
up in two rolls ttiat fall on the Ihoulders. Some 
of them wear a ruff, which ihey tie behind. Their 
Hioes are made of Glh-l^ins with the fcale« on, 
• anil foniewhat refemble the wooden Ihoes of the 
French peafants. 

Their huts receive no light except what cnteri 
by the top. The whole family, of every fcx and 
every age, lie down pcomlfcnoufly oji bear {kins, 
fpread In the middle of their habitation. A black 
cat in each houfe is reckoned one of the moll va- 
hiaWe appendages : they talk to it as a rational 
creature, and in hunting and tilhing parlies, it ia 
their ufual attendant. 

The Ihip being unladed and hauled afliore, and 
found to be more conliderably damaged than was 
cxpe^ed, the captain requefled permillion to cut 
timber to refit her, which was readily granted. 
. During theintervalthatrauftpa&before the rtil^ 
could be ready for failing, llic io'pMcav^'a \Nva'i'^j>s- 
it might be adrifable to t.ry \.o 'O^^ a.w%.i.t vql 
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the country, and in this icheme he enjoined m^ 
and two others to attend him, 

Wefet out on the 12th of May, taking with us 
fomeclothandtobaccofor trade, and beef and pork 
for fubfillence, accompanied by three of the na- 
titcs of Waranger, who were to be our guides 
and porters. We followed them for many houra 
through woods, ttiountains, and iniUeys, without 
meeting a living aeaturej and the firrt animated 
objedts we faw, were two white bears of a prodi- 
gious fize, which fled as Ave approached. 

An hour before night, as we were defcendinj 
a mountain, we faw at its bottom about a dozeit 
Loufes lying difperfedly, and a little beyond them 
a herd of rein-deer. On our arrival at the village) 
our guides conducted us to a hut, where, being 
weary with our journey, we Were glad to repofc 
ourfelvts. We prefcntcd onr hoft with a piece 
of roll tobacdo, which he received with the utmolt 
demon lira t ions of jo}-, ailuring ns that he had not 
met with fnch a valuable prefent for the (pace of 
nihe months. In return, be brought hia brandy 
bottle, fome rein-deer fiefh and dried (illi, which' 
we dillributed among our guides, preferring for 
ourfetves the provifions we had brought along 
■ 'Witli us. Having taken a repaft, we ).iy dowfi on 
bear-Ikina to llecp, after the manner of the coun- 
try. 

■ In the morning we atked tRu hoft if he had 
Biiy articles to olier in barter for doth and tobac- 
voi when he anfwered in the affirmative, and pro- 
duced fome wolf, lojt, and wjiile fquirrel (kins, 
and farther informed us, that his neighbours had 
the fume hind of commodities, and Would be glad 
tu U-amc mill ai. 
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Having piircliated the cargo of furs belonging 
to our holt, and paid him, partly in tobacco and 
partly iu ciniU, we entered on a trade with the 
other inhabitants of the village, and continued 
trucking till their flock of marketable articles 
was exhauAed. We then folicited and obtained 
fome rein-deer to carry us farther up the country. 
Taking down a horn that iiung up in his cottage, 
be went out and blew it ; on which fourteen or 
fifteen of tliofe animals came running towards 
the hut, lix of which were immediately yoked to 
as many Hedges, In one of thefe veliicles we put 
our merchanilife and provilioiis ; another was af- 
figned to one of our guides, who underflood the 
language of the Mufcovite Laplanders, having 
difmiiled the other two, Dfter remunerating them 
in tobacco for their trouble. 

We tlieii put on fume Lapland dreffes which 
we had purchafed, and each of us lying down in 
his fledge, was covered -with a bear's (kin. At 
the back of the Hedge were two leathern girths, 
into which we thruft our arms, to keep ourfdves 
fteady i and each of us was furnillied with a 
Aick to fupport the fledge, in cafe it fliould be in 
danger of overturning by any obflrudions in the 
w;,y. 

No fooner were we prepared to fet out, than 
onr hoft mitttered fome words in tiie ears of our 
cattle, which, we were gravely told by our in'ter- 
preter, were to explain to the animals the route 
they were to purlue. Ridiculous as this may ap- 
pear, cuflom has rendered tliis muttering fo fa- 
miliar to the rein-deer, that when our hoft had 
repealed Lis charge to eacY\, tVit"} ^Wtem'S. -«"•.<!& 

kemazing fwjftiiefa, and couViuweA 0\tvt ■^c^ ^"^"^ 
Jt'Jh diid dales, without \ieep"™« ati-j \«ffl.vcQ. «^'^^ 
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till fevea in the evening, when we found our* 
Jclvcs near a large village beiween two mouD- 
taini, on the borders of a great lake. 

Stopping at the fourth houle in the place, and 
ftampiug the earth with their feet, the.mafter, at- 
tended by fome of his fervants, came out lo libe- 
rate us from the fledges, and to uuharuefs the 
cattle, A brimmer of brandy was ofiered to 
each of us, on our guide informing the matter of 
the houfe, that we were terrified at the iinufual 
mode of conveyance. 

The rein-deer, it is ■well known, are the chief 
folace of the Laplander : their flelh fiipports him, 
their milk nouriflies him and hie children, thej 
carry bim from place to place, and their Ikins at 
laft aftbrdliinicloihing, while even their entrails, 
being dried, fiirnifli thread to make it up. 

We were now conduced inio tlie hut, which 
was conftruCted, in the fame ft)*le with otliers in 
this country, and provided with the fame accom- 
modations. We prefented our hofl with a piece 
of roll tobacco about two inches long, w'hich 
highly gratified him, and for which he cordially 
thanked us. We alfo dilfributed fmall portions. 
of the fame among the villagers, to make (hem 
our friends, and the better to fecure oiirfelves 
from their depredations ; for they appeared more 
uncivilized than any tt'iih whom we had hither- 
to bad any inlcrcourfa. 

After fupprr, we ftretched ourfelvcs on bear 
fkins and toojc our reft -, having firft purchafcd 
forae grey fquirre! Iking^ a fur much edeomed in 
Denmark and pther pai- ts of Europe. 

JVe«r (Jay our hofl provided us with fledges to 
.j^ncrrate farther into the country. Aawa-Kw^ 
0Aout to deparU the other inlvabUauts came \o 
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take leave, and prefented us wltli fome brandy. 
The fame ceremony being "performed of wliifper- 
iiig in the cars of our cattle, they fet out} and 
we were drawn with the fame velocity as before. 

About three in die afternoon, we arrived at a 
village confifting of eight huts, built on a high 
mountain, by the fide of a wood, where the deer 
flopped J but no Inhabitants making their appear- 
ance, we baited thein with mofs, and having rc- 
freflied ourfelves in a cheerful manner, we were 
inclined to proceed. The rein-deer, however, 
fecmcd unwilling to quit the place; and our 
guide had recourfe to a number of ridiculous and 
luperlHtious ceremonies to induce ihem to go on, 
Hewentaloneinlotbewood.andcomingont again, 
muttered fDmc words in their ears, which, whether 
they underllood or not, certain it is they had no 
eSe& on them, till he had played this farce I'e- 
veral timei over, when they began to advance, 
though not with equal fpeed as before they halted. 

On enquiring of our interpreter why this vil- 
lage was dclerted, he irformed us that the Ki- 
lops, a raceof Lapluuders, towhom they belonged, 
often change their habitations, fly from ftrangers, 
and fubfifl only ou what they can procure by 

Wc now defcended the mountain, and about 
nine in the evening, difcovered four of the natives 
returning in their fledges from huutingi but they 
turned aflde and took another road to avoid us. 
In lefs than an hour, we entered an extenfivc 
wood, in which we heard terrible bowlings, but 
faw no beafts of prey. Having paffed ihewood, 
wc defcended another rnowtitaw, a-V ■fct^wiV'*- 
which we law a village. •i:u\v\i« uvj-t tisViSe- ««- 
lied as, ami flopping befott a co\X*'i<tA»^'a^ 

ca _2 
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with their feet, on which the inaficr mads hii 
jippearaDcc; and having introduced ourfelvcs to 
him by a prefeal of a piece oJ lobacco, he bid ui 
welcome, W'e. fupped on our own provifions, 
and then laid onifelves down to rclV, being hearti- 
ly tired with the fatigues of our journey, having 
travelled, according tO' our iiuerpretcr, in tb* 
courfe of that day, near forty leagues. He Hke- 
u'ife informed us, that wc were now mMufcovitft 
Xapland, 

Next morning wc began to make enquines if 
any furs were to be purchafed at iliis plate, on 
which the Laplanders prodiierd while, black, 
and grey fox Ikins, grey fquirrels and fahlra. The 
latter were moft acceptable, and we foon purchafi 
ed ihem for cloth and tobacco. 

When we had finiftied our traffic, we fat dowD 
to regale ourfelves with the natives, whofe con- 
Tcrfationwafiexiremelyrudeand indecent, thongh 
they arc lefs brutal than fome, of their-coiuilryr 
men. Having a few idIIe of tobacco left, we 
were dcfirous to proceed a little farther to dif- 
pofe of ihem toadvnnlage; and by the favour 
of our hqfi, we were provided with fledges and 
frefli cattle. 

pur vehicles being ready, we fet out about 
pnc oclock, and ran wiih our former fpeed, 
through various unbeaten tracks, for more than 
£vB bQurg, without meeting with a fingle habita; 
tion: when, dcfcending a bill, we pbferved two 
hats under a rock, a'little out of our courfe. Our 
gHJdc told ua that tliey belonged to two Kilops, 
who no fooner faw us, than they fled yiilh their 
viyfs and families. 

^iareJJing t^4o boars longerj, vre AUco\Mci a. 
'JJage by the £de of a river, wlieie -«a m* 
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rived about eleven ai niglit, and were conduced 
by our cattle lo a cottage near the middle of tlia 
place. The mafter gave us a very kind reception, 
kindled a fire in the niidrlle of his hut, and treated 
udwiih brandy, dried tilh, failed venifon, and fait 
butter and milk. This was the firft time in our 
journey that we had rnet with any fait provifions, 
aud as our (tock of bread was already expended, 
it was peculiarly fortunate that we found fuch 
good entertainment^ Oar guid^ however, would 
not tafteabitof faltprosilions, and therefore wa» 
obliged to fubfift on the frelh meat he carried 

In the morning we were informed that the in- 
habitants of this village were deftitute of any furs, 
and Ibat they could only furniili us with lledge* 
and cattle to carry us on to a better market. 
Having croflcd tlie rfver, we Ibon came lo another 
village, and made op for one of the bell looking 
lioufcs, in order to procure lledges lo convey us to 
Kola, where we arrived about noon. 

Kola is a pretty large town, lituated on the 
fide of a river about ten leagues from the Nortli 
Sea, having large forefts and deferts on the eaft, 
Mourmanlkeimore on the we&, and prodigioui 
high mountains to the foutb. It cnnlifls of one 
indifferent ftrect, the houfea of which are built 
of wood and very low; bularehandibmcly cover- 
ed with fith bones, with an aperture lo admit the 
light. The inhabitants appear to be very jealoui 
of their wives, and lock them up, to prevent their 
having any converfation with flrangers. Otie 
landlord gave us Ikins in exchange for our 'jrbtiV 
ftock of clpih, and engaged votw^i^Vg-QS •«\'ivs:^'s- 
viliom for our journey bacV., at\i ■«'vOB^*>'i?*'^* 
^c J-jycr M-e had lately crolJcOi. -^^ 



V3 THAVELS THROUGK ^^B 

Next morning, when we were about to depart,' 
fome of the town's people enquired if our fupply 
of tobacco was eshauiled, and whetlier we would 
CKchange it for Ikins, We readily alTcnted to 
ihia propofal, and parted with all our rolls, except 
feven or eight, which we retained for our own 
ufe, and to procure llcdges and a better reception 
among the natives in our way back. In this 
coumr)',indeed,tobaccQ is more valuable th!\un 
ney to travel with ; as a piece, the length of on 
linger, is rated at more tliau a crown. Tlie re 
fon of this is, that the kings of Denmark and 
Sweden have both tas.ed it feverely, and hai 
poiiiied coUedors in all the frontier towns 
Iher the imports on it. 

Our bufiuefs being now difpatchcd, we were 
obliged to drink with our chapmen, according to 
the cuflom of the place. Every where brandy 
■was the lalhionable beverage, and in this potent 
lifjuor they indulge to an excels unknown in 
more temperate climates, 

The entertain nient being over, our fledges were 
infiantly prepared, our furs packed up, and bif- 
cuit, gingerbread, faked rein-deer flefti, and Ibme 
brandy furnilhed by way of ftores. After another 
parting glaCi with our friends, which we were not 
allowed to refufe, we fet out on our return to 
the village we had paSed the preceding day. 

Crofling the river, we went direaiy lo our old 
quarters, where our landlord joyfully received us, 
in hopes of fliaring more of our tobacco. He im- 
mediately prefcnted a cup of brandy, in which we 
pledged him, and alked us if we wanted to have 
tbecatth pat to dhe&ly. On fignifying that wo 
intended to fpmd the nijjlit w'uVv \\Uy>, \w«i\ea. 
maotber cup of liquor, and then oficiei ww^'m 
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to thr funeral flf one of his neighbours, who was 
lately dead. 

We eagerly embraced the opportunity of ieeing 
the ceremonies on fuch anoccafion; and coming 
to tlie houfe of the deceafcd, we faw the corpfc 
taken from the bear ikins on which it lay, and 
removed into a wooden coffin, by fis of his moti 
intimate friends, after being firft wrapped in U- 
nen, the face and haiida alone being hare. 

In one hand they put a purfe with fome money, 
to pay liie fee of the porter at the gate of para- 
dife, in the other a cerLificale figned by the pricft, 
direfled for St. Peter, to witnefa that the defunfl 
was a good Chriftian, and deferved admiffion into 
Leaven. At the head of the cofSn was placed a 
pifture of St. Nicholas, a faint greatly reverenced 
in all parts of Rullia, on account of his fuppofcd 
friendlhip for the dead. They alfo put Into the 
coffin a rundlet of brandy, fome dried fi(h, and 
rein-deer venifon, that he might not flarve on iha 

This being done, they lighted fome fir-tree 
roots, piled up at a convenient diftance from the 
coffin, and Chen wept, howled, and made a variety 
of ftrange gefturcs and contortions, exprelBve of 
Cie violence of their grief. When they were 
tired of noifc and geflirulations, they made fcvc- 
ral procellions round the corpfe, alking the de- 
ceafcd why he died} whether he was angry with 
hla wife i whether he was in want of food or rai- 
ment I if he had been unfuecefRful in hunting or 
fifliing. After ihefe interrogatories, to which of 
oourfe they did not espet^ an anfwcr. they rcnew- 
• ed their howling, and tiam^ed to '\^ ^itT&K.*..- 
One of the piiefts who ■autuieili oo. '"ieA^ W«*r^ 
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I «s the mourners. By this time wc were 
il ftanaed with nuife j and being tired wiili 
fuch ridiculous rites we retired to the land- 
lord's cottage, where we found his wife at home. 
She had made a Tally from her place of •coiiline- 
ment, and uo fooner faw us, than fuppofing facr 
h^lbuDil was in company, Ihe began to retire to 
her corner. But being given lo underfiand that 
the goodman would be delayed fome time longer 
at the funeral, Jhe fiaid and viewed us all round, 
drew her feat near U3, and difplayed a bonnet o£ 
her own embroidering, very cuiioully executed. 

It (hould he obferved that the wives of the 
Laplanders make all the clothes for themfclvcs 
and families, and frequently embroider them at 
the edges with tjnfel tbread. This woman was 
neither ordinary nor !il Ibaped, and appeared to 
be good humoured, and pleafed with her guefts. 
We pulled out fome of our provifions, and gave 
Lcr of every fort to tafle. She was moft gratified 
with the gingerbread ; and having drank two or 
three glaffes of brandy, Ihe withdrew to her hid- 
ing place, left ilie ftioujcl be furprifed by her liuf- 
batid, who affuredly would have been jealous, had 
he found hei in our fociety. 

When our landlord returned, he complimented 
us with fome more brandy, a pipe, and fupper. 
To difplay hishofpilality, he produced fuch pro- 
vifions aa he conceived would be moft grateful to 
us, particularly fait batter, wliieh we ate with 

All the cottages in this village were built of 

wood and covered with turf; but, bulh within aud 

without, they were handfomcly adorned with 

-Mi-boaSM, caiioall/ inlaid. Accotim^to caSwov 
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ve lay down promilciioiifly on bears Ikins, oat 
landlady alone being ioviJibte. 

Early nest morning, our fledges being ready 
and our goods flowed, we fet off, and in two hours 
were canSed fix leagues. Palling between two 
hills, we faw a Laplander floating on the Inow, 
wliieh feldom melts till midrummer, and fuch was 
l!ie expedition he made, that he equalled the 
I'pced of the fledges. Mis Ikates were made of 
tiic bark of a tree; they were feven feet and a 
half long, about four fingers broad, and flat at 
the bottom. lu one band he carried a bow and 
ill the other au arrow, with a quiver hanging at 
at his back, and a black cat to attend him, as he 
was on a hunting eKpedition. He kept company 
with us for half a league, and then we parted. 

We continued our route for three days, halt- 
ing at the fame places as before, and meeting 
with the fame entertainment. On the 21(1 of 
May, about nine in the evening, we arrived fafe 
at Veraijger, having mel with no accident in our 
excurfion, and enperieiiciug llie greateft civility 
from the natives, 

Lapland lies fo near tlic pole, that the fun does 
not fet for forae lime in the fummcr, nor rife iu 
winter. The former fealbn is as fultry as the 
latter is intenfely cold. This country is full of 
rocks and mounLuins : the Doffrine hill? are of a 
frightful height, and the winds blow there with 
. fnch fury, that no trees can take root. At the 
foot ol thefe mountains are large marllics and ex- 
tcufive forefts, with foreie charming valleys, wa- 
tered Willi an infinite number of fprings ai.-d 
hrooks. 

From the obfcrvalions 1 was tft^t ^.a wt*-^ "^"^ 
the ainuneri and dUpofUiona oS \iift ftB.ii'^'*'^^^^ 
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fafrly affirm, that they are remarkable for bonef^ 
and fair dealing, notwitliflandiiig their ignorance 
iind fuperftition. They throw tlie dart witk 
amazing dexterity ; and are fo expert in the ufe 
of the bow and arrow, that they can hit their 
game in what part they plcafe. NeverlheScla, 
they are fo averfe to war, that fooner than fervo 
or be imprelfed, they q^uit their habitaciuna and 
retire to the woods. 

They have plenty of fowl, which they feed 
with the grain of which they make their drink, 
and, wheu tliat is fcarce, with dried filli. Moti 
of the animals in this climate are white ; even 
their crows may be cmnpared to the fwan in 
beauty of colour, having nothing black about 
Uiem, fave their bills and feet. I'he fifli which, 
dried, ferves as a fubflitute for bread, is called rajf, 
and is firm and good eating. They have alfo 
many other fpecies of fiih ; but having an anti- 
pathy to fait*, tbey cannot preferve it in inland 
placfs. 

In a few days after our return, the fliip being 
repaired, the lading and ballall taken on board, 
we were ready to fail. Meanwhile the crew 
treated the inhabitants with brandy and tobacco^ 
to keep them in good liumnur, as feme of our 
people were fuperlUtious enough to fuppofe that 
it would be in their power, if o£Feuded, to plague 
us with advcrfc winds. 

On the 26th of May, we fet fail with a favour- i 
able gale, which fome imputed to the interpofi- 
tion uf the Laplandertij but this breeze fooii 

' A/.ij- no[ nsturp difla't this iverfion to fait ? In futh » 
*"'•! ''imatc, didt/iejrfublifton f.iUtdftnv\6ora,tmuld ootthc 
. "'y ^ taoit Uktly to mike mmes unonj ^wmf 
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fliifling, wc wefe obligfd to come lo an nnchoiij 
cppofiie the Illaiid of Warilhuys. Next day, the 
wind fettling, we proceeded to fea, and held oiir 
coarfc to the nortii-eall. Oti the 3ift, wcfaw 
the mounCains of Greenland, nt which time tbo 
wind blew with I'uch violence, that we were 
obliged to fcek iheller under the Ihore. A few 
dnys after we reached a good harbour on the 
coaH of Borandia. 

I Scarcely had we entered the harbour befor* 
•we efpied ihe two ftiips which had been leparal- 

■ ed frotn us in a lloriu, as previouH}' mentiOQedi 

I Hut though they lay ne»r us, and wc anxioufly 
wilhcd to lend a twat on board, to Icam the par- 
t'.tulara of iheir efcape, the gale was fo violent 
that no communication could lake place for 
twenty-four houts. The inipalicocc, on their 
part, to know our tri.nfa6Uona was not lefa ; and 

, SIS I'oon as the wind wotild permit a boat to Iiva» 
one came oil' from each ot them on board tUi 

I -wheu we embraceil each other With the moll cx- 
Iravugant joy, as people who had found friends, 
whom ihc deep had been fuppofed to hate fwal- 
lowcd up. 

A council being held, it was refolved, that « 

^ captain, a ftiperiargo, two accounianis, twenty 
Ji^ainen, and rayfL-iti all well armed, ihould land 
with fome goods for traffic, and explore the 
counti^-. 

Purl\iant to this refolution, we went on fliorc» 
nod afcended a hill to look for fome habitaiinna; 
■but perceiving none, we marched to a neighbour- 
jog mouulaii), where we oblerve.d live or fix pcr- 
' foas among fome thorn bv\ft«*, Vbo a&x'a.'wcs^ 
till lltcy pt;-cti\ed us taaVin?, Vo-^Mia ■Oe"W». 
rArtJ ihcy fled wiLh pr&Clu"vVi\:^.ov^. Vi^cwc^w 
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imagining their track would lead ns to forae vil- 
lage, we followed it ; and as we defceiided a 
mountain, we obfen-ed fome hots in a valley be- 
low. Direaing our courfe thither, we faw thirty 
or forty men advancing with darts and arrows, in 
faoftile array, on tJie prefumption that we were 



On this we made a halt, to confult whether 
we fliould return to the fliipii, or attack them, 
when one of the accountants propofed to meet 
them fingly, and to let them know our bufmefs, 
and the reafon of oitr vifit. 

I This propofal being approved, he approached 
the natives, carrying with him two rolls of to- 
bacco and a keg of brandy. Whe" he came 
■within hearing, one of them, who leemed to be 
the chief, called out ia the Mufcovite tongue, 
who we were, and what we wanted. Being an- 
fwered, that we were merchants tome to trade 
with them, they f/TUmed a friendly confidence, 
bid him come iiearer, and, to our mutual fatif- 
tjiflion, w loon joined companies. 

The'- people, who were Borandians, were ftill 
fliorter in ftature than thcLaplanders : their eyes 
Ti'erefmall, like ferrets, and what is ufually called 
the white, was of a rcddilh yellow. Their heads 
were large ; their faces and nofea fiat and broad, 
and their complexions fwarthy. The women 
were not more captivating than tlie men ; and 
the drefs of both fexes was nearly fimilar. They 
have a cap, a jacket that reaches down to the 
knees, a ftraight pair of breeches and flockings, 
all made of white bear-fkins, externally hairy. 
7Iic/r iboes were formed of the bark, of a tree. 

e In tJwir manner of living, tViey ^oat aW Ave 
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fait. Fiih fupplies the place of bread. Thtlr 
common beverage is water, in which juniper 
berries are iiifufctl till l!ie)' rot, and coimnuni- 
cate an agreeable flavour to the fluici. 

Their huls are low and oval, and covered with 
fifli bones. The only liglit they have is admit- 
ted by the diior. When thefe people can pro- 
^ure^randyi ihey drink lo great excefs; and ihc 
taoR acceptable prefeut that can be niade them, 
is that liquor or tobacco. 

They toon exchanged their furs for all the 
.braciiy and tobacco we had brougbt with uaj 
land having flill a great quantity of valuable Ikinj 
leruaining, we perfuaded them to carry them to 
the beach, to which they confented. When ihcy 
Kame in light of the (hips, they fliewed marked 
sdmiralion. iBcatsbelng Cent from thcibips, a few 
of u< attended fome of the BoraiuHans ou board, 
■while the refl remained on the Ihore. The cap" 
-tain being apprized of iheir fondnefs for brandy, 
^licd out a brimmer for each, as foon as they got 
on deck, and added a fmall prefent of totacco, 
on wliich they were traiiiported with joy. 

Having purchafed their whole flock, of furs, on 
terms agreeable to both parties, we enquired if 
there was any convenience for travelling in the 
country, in order to trade. They anfwered in 
_the affirmative; but oblerved, there was nolhing 
to be had but furs. This was the commodity 
we wanted, and they afliired us, ibat we might 
meet with plenty for brandy, tobacco, and money. 

As our commiliion was pretty extenflve, we 
engaged fome of thefe people to be our ^wde* 
into Siberia, promifing lbem,^itt\iw "^e. %:v5«i-- 
Jatcd aJlowaacCj farther revjaiiiii'wi. 'i'i-^^ (iNjs 'js** 
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fhould be Aiccef^ful, and ihey acquit thcmrelvQS 
with zeal in our fervice. 

The bargain being quickly concluded, the cap- 
tflin gave Ihem another cup of bmiidyi and lent' 
them on (liore to make prcpamliuiis for the in-' 
tended journcT-, The i-cport of their receptioa 
was Co ftivourable, that iheir countrymen iboti 
became fricndl)- and inltmate with ua ; and a lu-' 
craiive trade was carried on between them aud 
the (hips. 

In a few hours we were ready to fet out. Our 
two Bornndian guides bad brought (is Hedges, 
drawn by as many reiD-deer, to the water fide, 
Thefe nuimals, being larger than ihofe of Lap- 
land, were able to draw two men each, and the 
fledges were adapted to receive them. 

It was finally fettled, that tlie fu^ercargo, the 
two accountants, who could Ipeak lbs Uufiiati 
language, myfelf, and a feaman from each fliip, 
fliould put ourfelves under the guidance of thc' 
Eorandians. One of the Hedges was laden with 
tobacco, bpindy, and cafh, to the value of three 
or four thoufand pounds: in the reft we were 
dillributed according to our likings, lilting fo as 
to face eadi other. 

In right bouri, the rein-deer carried us twenty 
leagues, over LiUn and dales, and through feveral 
woods ; but in all that extent of country we met 
no human being. We then rtoppcd at a village, 
where we baited our cattle with mofs, their ufaal 
provender, and refrelbed ourfelves with fuch pro- 
vifions as we carried with us. We drank at a 
neighbouring fpring, and having jinifhed with a 
'/Mi of brandy, we remounted our vehicles, and 
fifpe iaua tooK, pci-*jeived a Vaiw \iSi*^ w. 

^^^^i^^M 
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r the foot of a mountaitij where ve haflened to 
I take up our lodgings. The houl'es here were 
bciier built than what we had lately been ufcd 
to; and we met witb the fame liofpitable recep- 
tion from our landlords as in Lapland. Eveiy 
Tvhere, in tlioie northern regions, brandy and to- 
bacco are certain paHporU to fricudfliip and at- 
tention- 
It will be obferved, that I have diftingniflied 
time into day aiid night, though, in reality, at 
this feafon, the fun never fets. Having repofed 
far lis or feven hours, we got up, in order to 
trade with the villagers ; who, being informed of 
cur bufinefsj produced fome lining j but they 
feemed lefs eager to part with them for brandy 
and tobacco tliao tlieir couutrynien, nearer the 
coaft. 

Hunting is the only diverfion and employment 
here. In fummer they kill game enough to tup- 
ply them in winter. The flefli is prelerved by 
drying it in thn fun, cutting it in pieces, and 
fpreadin? it on the lops of boufes, which "s tiic 
only drelling ihey beltow on it. They migrate 
from one place to another, are remarkably llu- 
' pid, and have very difagreeablc features, The 
I -women, as well as the men, are deiterous hunt- 
.' en. The former have their hair twifted and 
hanging down on their Shoulders, and carry only 
a Hick in their hands, fliarp at one end, which 
' lervea as a defenfive weapon ; while the men 
have a quiver at their backs, and bows and ar- 
rows in their hands. Tbefe are the chief diftinc-r 
\ tivc marks of the feses: for their drefs is nearly 

the fame. 
I Having purchafed fucU (mt* i& 'CoxSk. ffXf^ 
i'iad to JpJJj for filver and covptT,'«e V'^ei^a'^S 



the dealers r glais of brandy, ami remounted our 
lledges. We now drove eight or nine hours be- 
fore we came to any^ tiabitation. At la&, oqr 
guides perceiving a lew huts, made np to them, 
but finding them dcfcrtrd, we bailed our cattle 
and regaled ourfelves, and then proceeded on our 
journey. 

During fifteen hours we faw nriiher inhabit- 
ant nor hut; but we now overtook three liunter* 
at itie foot of a hillj one of whom was drefled ia 
the Mufcovite ftyle, and I'eemed a man of fome 
confcquencc. His two companions were habited 
like ourfelvesj and carried at their backs various 
kinds of furs. The chief had only fome white 
crows and fables Ikius hanging from his girdle. 

On approaching this party, one of our guides 
flopped to converfe with them, and to our great 
fiirprife got out of the fledge, while the ilrangcr ■ 
occupied his place. We were unable, at tbs 
time, to account for ihiscomplaifancc; however, 
we purfued our jourjiey above an hour longer 
through ibis dclblaic country, when, drawing 
near the brow of a bill, we perceived feveral 
houfes at the foot of it, built clofely together, 
and had a diftaut perfpeflive of the fea. 

When we arrived at the village, we flopped at 
the houfe of the perlbn who had taken our guide's 
place ; and loon found he was a man of authori- 
ty, by his deliring the neighbours to regard us as 

This village is named Vitzora ; the iuhabitatits 

of which no fooner faw this gentleman in our 

company, than they baftened to aflift iv. Our 

Aieiid foon hartcteA all his Ikins with us for 

^^ad^ and tobacco, etiQvpt his fa\)\ps, v(\i\.c\v\it 

-~'tlar» to iitU wittoul -a. Victnce iiom <t«; 
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tzar, Thefe bcaiUiftil fnrs are Tel'tTrcd for hii 
majcfty, wherever I hey are procured liironghout 
bU dominions, njid it is higlily i)iin>;eroi.)s tor any 
ufliis fuhjc6t3 to attempt a claniJelUiic trade in 
this article- 
Having finifiied our traffic will) this Borandian 
chift, beTenl two iif hisfervanls ruund (he village 
to invite fucii of the inhabilnnis as had any furs to 
difpofe of, to bring them to his hoafe. Happy 
to embrace rhe opportaiiily, they fnon brought 
nn amazing number of all forlti, except fabler j 
when our cargo becoming too bulky lo be carried 
in a fleJge, we defired our laudlord to favour iw 
with the uleof his bark to tranfpnrt ihem to the 
ibip. In this refpeft too he obliged un, and re- 
ceived a farther recompcnce >a brandy And to- 
bacco. 

The bark was built in the form of a gondola, 
brond iij the middle and Iharp at each exlremity. 
Jl was entirely conHru6led of wood, without fo 
much as a nail about it. Into this veflel we put 

I our cargo, and, as Ihe was about to pot off, he 
privately fticwed ub thirty pair of fable Ikins, 

■I M'liich were paid for in money, and Hipped on 
board immediately, lu this, as in every other 
cal'e, we fee that impolitic reflraints tempt men 
to evalions and fraud ; for though he ran ihe rilk 

<| of being fent, with all his family, as ilaves, into 
Siberia, the love of gain prevailed over the dread 
of deteaion. 

The hark being difpatcbed, the fupercargo and 
accountants fat down to drink with the chief, 
wJiile I took a walk round the village, altei'ded 
by the two feamen. Al\ tV\t \\(Wv^ea'K«::^e ■^isre^- 
ed, mid HrtfuHy covei^A -wvxV tv&v \»"&«h., -s** 
, crer/ cranny Jl ibe wooA, oi ■sjXsS.tV ^'^'^'^^ 
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I conftrufleJ, carefolJy Hopped up with mofs. The 

I doors, as is ufual in this country, were built like 
the raouth of ovens, and at the top of the houfc* 
were a kind of lattices to admit the light, 

I The inhabitants were very iliort aud fwartby, 
with few perlbnal attraftions. They all feemcd 
induttrioQB; even the women and rhililren were 
bufily employed; fome in making filbing nets 
of the rind of trees, others in weaving lails. la 

■ ffaort, all was adivity. 

As we were now in a country abounding with 
furs, and bad not dilpofed of half our commodi- 
ties, it was agreed, we Ihould proceed as far as 
we found trade good, and our mercbandile would 
hold out. 

Having come to (his refolutinn, we fent back 
our guides with three of the fledges, and letters 
to the captains, to inform them of our fuccefs and 
farther inientions. We then hired a bark to 
carry us to Petzora, the capita! of a principality 
of the fame name, on ihe north coaft of the Muf- 
covite Sea. Our landlord was pleafed to embark 
with us, and with a favourable wind, in fifteen 
hours, we reached Petzora. 

On our arrival at this place, we waited on the 
collcftor o£ the culioms, who aiTumes the title of 
governor, and lives in the caftie. He was drefled 
in a robe of violet- coloured cloth, with a mi.xturc 
of red ; and on being introduced to him, he treat- 
ed us with excellent metheglin, brandy, and giii-> 
gerbre.ad, the common epilation in this empire. 

i- this gentleman had the care of 
es, we alked him to feli us fome ; 

f gad on bis deiiriog to know how many we want- 
" i tfv told him ive wouid take aW \\p ^a* aTv\\- 
Ou tills he condwftci o' ^o ** 
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varehoufc, whpre lie prodiice<t Jive zimmcrs, each 
jimmer conliUing of fiHy pair. Sume of ihcm 
were noc<;mmonly beautiful, and we agreed lo 
give him for the whole one thoofand tliiee hun- 
dre.1 diicHls. 

Having pnid him the money, lie gave os 3 
fLiHiptiious enlertainment of roalicd wild fowl, 
ydiiiig rtin-dctr, and frelli (ifti. After this re- 
paftj we fat eight hours drinking brandy and 
nielheglin, which I qualified by eating, now and 
then, a Mufcovy bifcoit. At length, however, 
we all had more than enaugh, and Iny down on 
white bear-lkins to wafte the fumes of the litjuor. 
After a few hours Deep, we arofB, when the go- 
vernor immediately prefented us with a bumper 
of brandy. 

After breakfaft, being defirous to profecute our 
jriurney through the countrj-, our hoft ordered 
one of his officers to accompany us, and we 
fpccdily procured as many furs, of various kinds, 
as cofi us four hundred ducats ; half of wbieh wc 
paid it) copper money, and the other hulf in gold 
and filvcr. 

We again returned to Ihc caflle, and packed 
up our furs in bales, with which one of ihc ac- 
couuiants, attended by three Boraudijins, wl.o 
had been recommended to us, wer« fnil olf to 
the Ihip. Having difpatchcd this buf:n( Is, drink- 
ing again commenced, and after fcur hour* co- 
pious draughts, we compofed ourfelves to reil as 

Next day, our fupercargo rcquefied the gover- 
nor would fupply ua with rein-deer to carry oi 
into Siberia. I'his favour he. leaJCA-j (f,iwa'.e&\ 
and, at the fame time, [u\)i^\\ei \i,% ^\* » ^'*^ 
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of provilions fufficlent for our journey to Piipt- 
nowgorod, on the borders ol'tliat country. 

Alter making due acknowledgment's to tho 
governor for his naany civilities, we got into our 
lledgea, and travelled through intricate unbeaten 
'ways, without feeing uny living animal, fave four 
wliite bears, for tlie fpace of fis bonra. We 
then arrived at a fmall village, the inhabitants of 
which were all gone out oa a hunting expedition. 
Neverthelefs we alighted and refreflied ourfclveH; 
and while we were thus employed, fix men, with 
their wives and childreiij returned home. 

Surprifcd at feeing Itrangcrs, tlicy were prepar- 
ing to fly, when the governor's fervant, who ac- 
companied us, allayed their apprchcnlion!), by af- 
fiiring them, tliat we were friends and merchant* 
bound for Papinowgorod. On this, affuming con- 
rage, they came up and viewed us with the won- 
der natural to men who have little intercourfewith 
the reft of the world. We foon purchafcd their 
furs ; and they furni ihed us with Hedges to cany 
ws to the mouth of the River Papinowgorod. 

Our progrefs now was through a couniiy 

dreary in the extreme, and by ways almoft im- 

paffable, fur the fpace of three hours. At the 

end of that period, on approaching a thick wood, 

wc perceived five men drefled in white bear-fkia 

long coats, each with a gun on his Aionlder] a 

pouch on one fide, and a knife and a fheath oa 

I, llie Dtlier. As ihey made towards us, our guides 

flopped the rein-deer, when the five flrangers, 

I beiug near enough to be heard, one of tlierq fa- 

I luted us in the German tongue, and cxpreffed 

I tl/eJr wJJb iJiat they had the fame liberty with 
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Our fupercargo being a nalive of Lower Saxo- 
ny, attraded by the found of bis own language, 
entered into converfation %vith the ftrangcr, and 
it was foon difcovered they had formerly been ac- 
quainted. The fupercargo on this alighted out 
of his fledge, embraced him, ?nd aiked him the 
caufe of his being in this country. He replied, 
tbat he had been baniJlied into Siberia for htint- 
ing fables, which is deemed a very capital oiFencc, 
and is fofDetinics pnniflied with a long exile, but 
Ibldom for lefs than three years. 

While this conference was going on, having 
attentively viewed the four companions of this 
gentleman, I fancied I had fome knowledge of 
one of them ; but could not recoUeft who he 
was, nor where T had leen him. The more I 
looked at him, the more I wns confirmed in my 
opinion, that a former acquaintance had exified 
between ua ; and I could not forbear getting out 
of the Hedge to falisty my curiofity. 

No foouer had 1 let my foot on llie ground 
than the Ilranger, remernberiog me better than I 
did him, ran and embraced me; and accofling 
me in French, alked whence I came, and where 
1 was going. Still I was unable to call him by 
his name, when he toM oie he had often been in 
nay company ut Stockhnlm. Ou this intimation 
I immediately recognifed him, aa a perfoo to 
whom I had hecn under confiderable cbligationa 
in Sweden. He was a gentleman of Lorrain, 
t> and had been lieutenant -colonel of a regiment of 

(AIufcDvite horfe. Fornierly he had endeavoured 
to perfuade me to accompany him to Mofcow, 
where he promifed to procmc me ?L'nViwQMs^>3\c 
.[ sad pro£tablc employ -, but i hai. it'Swi'Si ">w.^ 
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Wlicn I reflcdeJ on the appearance he made 
Bt Ihat time, and the refpcdl he challenged, both 
iVomhispollauilhiseftale, and compared the for- 
mer with his prefent filuation, I fell a (incere 
forrow for the change. I embraced him with 
the ardour of friendlhip; and alking the caufe 
of hig difgracc : he informed me, that the c ear, 
fufpciting he bti been lefs zealous in his fervice 
than he mighi, had banilhed him to Siberia for 
three years, and that he endured miferies in this 
country beyond cKprelfiini ; being espored to tho 
grcalfft dangers in hunting wild beafts for his 
fubliftenCG, to the rigours of the climate, and to 
hunger, without any allevialTon from others, 
which it would be deemed criminal in them to 

He faid, they were almoft dailyattacked by wild, 
beads, and that they frequently found great ditfi- 
culty in dsfending themfelvcaj that they were, 
moreover, condemned lo fupply the Ciav\ ofRcen 
witJi a certain nnuiber of fablcB, under the pe- 
nalty of being fcverclylaihcd on the back, till iho 
blood flowed amain. 

Oiie of his companions had been receiver ge- 
neral in one of the provinces of this estcnfive 
empire, a fourth had been a majnr general, at^d 
the fifth a man of confequcncc ;ilfo. They all 
united in deploring their miafortunes, and de- 
clared that, as foon as the time of ihfir exile was 
i expired, they would take care to get far enough,- 
' •ul of the reach of I'uch tyrannical power. \j 

Wc now fat down nn the ground, produced one ■ 
I beft provifioiis, and defired thcfe unfortunate 
Jnea to partake with ua. We even offered them 
Our alliliance to erfeftaatc ihdr etca^-, Wv^wkj 
*&<:/■ a//ure(i us Wit i lup r attic aUe, a^ *^j||* 



KORWAt, LATLiSO, AWD ICELAND. 9^ 

well known to all the governors of the forts nnil 
, places ihrongb which they muft pals; und in 
cafe of their being taken, the attempt winild in- 
volve us and (bem in certain di?llrit£tion. This 
. rcpreicntatioo increafcd our concern for their 
&le, and we all flicd tears at tlic idea of tlieir faf- 
ferings, and the duration of tliem. 

Unwilling to part immediately with perfons in 
fucii a difconfolatc ftate, fome of whom we had 
known in happier days, we propofcd making a 
Ihui't llay with them, as our bufinef^ did not 
confine us to lime. They received our propofal 
with joy, and conducted us toward* their huts in 
an adjoining wood; adding, thut their furs Ihould 
' beat our fervice, except tlie fables; and that 
remembrance of the happy hours they ihould no* 
ipend in our focitty, would make months of Tod 
tude glide away more pleafantly. 

On approaching their habitations, for each h 
' d feparatc one, w6 found that neceflily had ren- 
dered llicfc unhappy men ingenious, They had 
built them of fir, in a more lofty flyle than any 
jwe had feen in this country; each coriiained 
three apartments, and bad lattices at the tides in- 
iiead of windows. They ftood iheltered by trees, 
-and the floors were fo neatly paved wilb filh 
'bones, that they looked as if inlaid with ivory. 
. To fecure themfelves from the wild be:ilis, 
*they had dug a trench round iheir dwellings, 
I and paUfadoed the infide witli polls barred with 
pflabs, on the top of which were fpikes of fifh 
fbones. Thui, when the gale was flint, llicy 
Tare in a kind of a fortrefa. They had all forts ^C 
Munting and li{hing tackle, ini a ytaVVj %>*>&. 
8ocA o{ /jJtcd rein-deer ficfti, \ACca\v» awi to»- 
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While die reft of the company fat down t 
gale theml'elves,! retjied with ray friend tolils^f, 
that we might converfe more freely. He related " 
his different adventures, and told me, that he in- 
tended to return to Lorrain as fooii as the period 
of his exile was expired. Various other topics of 
converlation were flirted j'Binoiig tlie reft he gave 
me a defcriptioii ol' the nature of th(^ country, and 
ihe mannera of the inhabitauts, which were moft 
uncivilized and iohofpitable. 

When we had exhaufled the topics of conver- 
fation, we laid ourfelves down to reft, and next 
morning I rejoined my companioni^. 

At the requefl of thefe baniftied getitlemeoi 
we each of us now took a gun and went into the 
woods, to examine their fnares, and lee what prey 
had been caught. Among us we killed about s 
dozen while Ibxes, and fume grey mai 
Jaw none of the larger game j aod as we had re- 
Iblved to purfuc our journey in the aftemoooj 
we could not employ longer time in hunting! but 
returned again to the huts, where we refreshed 
ourfelves in the beft manner that fuch a fituatioa 
vonld allow. 

Having drank plentifully, the gentlemen forc- 
ed us to accept leverai kinds of Ikins, for which 
tliey would take no money. However, in our 
turn we prevailed on them to receive fome brandy, 
tobacco, and cloth, whicii we took care Ihould 
exceed the value of their prefent, 

At parting we mutually Ihed tears; and wifh- 
ine them health and patience to endure their 
exile, we took our leave with regret, mounted 
our tlcriges, and purfued i*ur journey with the 



NORWiT, L.IPLABD, AND ICBLAVD. S^^" 

Tor the fpace oi three hours we fnw no habita- 
tion of man. At laftwecame to a fmail village, 
where we purchafcd Ibme lurs, and then proceed- 
ed on our way. We were now following the 
courfeof theRiverPetzora.on the banks of which 
areleveral villages, but all of them were not itiha- 
bited. Wherever we met with any of the natives, 
we traded with tliein in an amicahle manner. 

At length we arrived at a ridge of mounlainn, 
covered wilh perpetual fiiow, where neilhir man 
nor beaft can exift. On both (ides of thole 
mountains, however, we faw vaft numbers of 
white bears and wolves, which alamicd us not 
a httle, tliough, it is probable, that we coraran- 
nicaied as much fenr as we felt. 

We were twelve hoin-s in crofling ihis ridge, 
over which our cattle drew us with difficulty ; 
but on reaching the defcent, we arrived at a vil- 
lage, where the people wore linen rtiiris, clofo 
bulkina, and bear-lkin garments ; and appeared 
a httle more civilized than thofc we had lately 
been eonverfant wilh. They received us with 
■ civility, aiked our bulinefs, and, haviiig fold their 
Ikins for ready money, bofpitably entertained us 
on dried bear and wolf's flefli, rice cakes and 
brandy. 

Having taken fome reft, we arofe and mount- 
ed our iltdges, direfling our courfe to Papinow- 
gorod, which we reached in twenty hours. The 
-governor, being apprized of oar arrival, fen t tor 
us to his callte, and made the neceflary enquiries 
into ourcoontryand buGnefs. Our accountant, 
whoundenlood theMarcovitelangOBge, anfwer- 
edhis queftionsfatiafaflorily. Yuv'i\\\^ ■«& -sitxe. 
VaiiiHi merchants, who liad NCT\\wci io^'w ^ 
puicbnCe i'urs, he treated us \u a nwj 4^^'^^™-^ 
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manner, and as a mark of bis rcfpeiS, fent farv 
V. lie to euterlaiii iia, Acconiirgly ilie made ht 
appeaniQce with a bottle of brandy in one bam 
and a Jilver gup Jn tlie otlipr, followed by a mal 
urvaot bearing a falver with gingerbread. 

We faluted tliis lady according to the cuflom < 
(he country, by bowing out heads. When, unt] 
ing the knot of her fliift fleeve, (iie let it &U 1 
ihe ground, and tjie fitpercargo taking it np, vi 
r^^ch of us kiffed it. She then furled it up agai 
with her left hand; and taking the bottle and cu 
which ftie had fet down during this falutati« 
]irerented us with bumpers of brandy and fiitt 
gingerbread, after this Ihe withdrew, and the gi 
vernor regaled us with an excellent fupper. 

The entertainment being over, we were cor 
duded to lodgings prepared for ixs in the caftlt 
and, confidering the country we were in, foun 
very good beds. As foon as the governor was in 
fbrmed we were up, he came to vifitus, bringia 
with him the cultotnary morning draught of braK 
dy. After we had each of us taken one, the go 
vernor alked if we would purchale his furs, whic 
ve aflciitcd to, provided wc could agree on th 
price. 

Tlie furs he produced for our infpeiSion wer 
exlrcniely well chofen, and though they had 
higher price aftixed on, than any we had hithei 
to bought, we bad no reafon to complain of tli 
terms. Having paid for our purchafe, a fervan 
was fen t to invite the inhabitants to trade witi 
us, and while the fupercargo was dealing will 
them, I took a walk round the town. 

PapinowgoroA is advai\ta^couflY fituated in, j 
/h].^ll phin, jn the niidft o{ a tne coxinV:^ \qx li 
tJimatc, and near it flow* a. u\ei viOi.&.w^ 
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witli filli. Tlie boufes are generally low, and 

' meanly built of wood; aud tlie ftreeia arc paved 
with timber laid clgfe together. 

The better lorl of people wear a long cloth 
coat, reaching to their very loesi with clofe Jleeves 
of aaotber colour, nnd breeches and ftockings of 
the lame fabric. Their Ihoes, or rather boois, are 
of different- coloured leather, buttoned on the top; 
and their heads are covered with cloth capa, lined 
and bordered with ermine or fable. 

The women are fair, aiid not inipleafing in their 
features. Their hair is of a light chefuut colour, 
hanging dou'n to the waift, and their head-drefs 
is an oval cap. Their upper garment, like that of 
the men, depends to their feet, and is made of red. 
blue, or violet -coloured cioth, lined with white 
fox-fkin or fable. Bound their u'ai0a they have 
a broad girdle adorned with pearh. Their fliifts 

I are of fine calico, with ileeves ruffled up from tlic 
wrift to tJ)e Ihoulders, fome of wiiich are five ells 
long, which bundle of finery, as it is efteenied, 
prevents thciii from ufing the arma of their rolies. 
otherwife than as an additionnl ornament. 

Tiie Siberians are grave in temper, robult in 
body, fwift, and very dexterous in the ufe of the 

' cro&-bow. At the fame time they are ignorant, 
morofe, and jealous of their women, whom tliey 

I either lock up, or oblige to withdraw from the 

I prefence of ftrangers. 

IThiir religion is a ftrange mixture of Chriftian 
and Pagan principles, dailied with much fuperfti- 
I tion, Their judicial proceedings, however, are 
I equitable and terminated with much expedition. 
I Here tliere are no pettifo%g,e"[s -wXia, w^itet Tpt- 
[ ieocp of aifctting the nghw oS t-Vvi S-w.'i'iS^*'':^ 

^ - 
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them with the greater impunity, or pTcfUp o a 
ignorant opulence: everyeourt isacourlof cquit/. 

After putchafing all the furs at this place, 
which were eooagh to load more than one fledge, 
and finding our merchandtfe and money not yet 
expended, the fupercargo rcfolvcd to proceed far- 
tber, and then to return to tbc fliips through Sa- 
mojedia. 

As our brandy, however, fell fliort, we pur- 
cliafed a fupply of ihe governor, who likewife 
contrafted to fumilh us with provifions for twelve 
diiys more, and for fledges to carry ns the remain- 
der of ogr journey. Having fettled all our deaU 
ings with this gentleman, we were Obliged to 
fivbmit to a debauch with him, without which U 
was impoflible to get away on friendly lerms. 

Setting ont, we purchaled furs of the Siberiana 
Bs we proceeded, and in the fpace of a day's tra- 
velling, we croiTed the Riphean Mountains, and 
entered Samojedia, a dcfolate country full of ju- 
nipers, firs, and other ar&ic produftions, InRead 
of grafs, il produces mofs; and in many placet 
was covered with fnow. To oiir no fmall terror, 
we met with white bears, wolves, and foxes in. 
our way. 

The Samojedes, in the Ruffian language, (igni- 
fies mcn-caiers. This denotes the barbarity of 
the nativesj but it does not appear that the term. 
, can be applied to them in its worft acceptation. 
Tiiey are rather miferable than criminal in their 
general modes of lite. They have no towns; but 
jive in tents or caverns^ according to the (eafon of 
Ihe year. Tlie foniiucr niontlis they employ in 
fccuring n Rock of filh and fleth ; and when win- 
" iets ia, they retire to Lbeir t\iSj\.e^rine»i» 
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wretched fare they have bid up. Though Im- 
mured in the bofom Ol* the cnrlh, amidft fmoka 
and rtench, for eight months in the year, iheyare 
far from being difconteiited with their iitnatioDt 
and Olearius informs us, that they once fenl two 
of ibeir deputies to the court of Mofcow, who 
told ihe czar, that if he knew the charms of their 
country and climate, he would certainly cbtife to 
come and live amon^; them. This principle, fa 
common in human nature, of being attached to 
one's native foil, is the fource of many enjoy- 
jnents, and conceals the want of many comforts; 
for, as an elegant author remarks, " the croaking 
of frogs in one's native fens, is fweeter than the 
note of the nightingale in diftant climes." 

On our afcending Mount Stol pen, whence iffuca 
the RiverBorfagatz, we arrived at fome hLitg,where 
wc hailed, iaorderto rcfielh ourfelves and our 
cattle j and exchanged, with theinhabitants,braii- 
dy for woll', caftor, and other Ikins. They had 
a quantity of fables, which they could not be pre- 
vailed on to part with on any terms, though our 
Borandian guide endeavoured to perfuade them 
there could be no danger of a difcovery, a' wc 
were not topafs through any place where officen 
were empowered to fearcli fur prohibited goods, 
iu our return to our fliipa^ All our arguments, 
however, had no effeft till they were well primed 
.with brandy, when they parted with their whole 
colledion. 

Werepofed at one of the chief huts of the vil- 
lage; our landlord and his family fleepiog with ui 
'lon bear-lkins without dlliinftion. Having cn,- 
ijoyed a few hours reft, I tiz^ a»N&Vfc'w;4.\s^ ■Ocvti 
uith our holt made to rou^e; V\& itiWic.'K^'i'i ^■*'»- 
<ildren, all of whom went o^i^.. \ 'ii'i.i^ "^^^^ 
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riofity to follow them at a finall diftance, when I 
ebferved them falling down on their knees, and 
i?^-vlifting op tlieir hands and eyes to adore the fun, 
^_ . the objea of their worihip. 

!*„■ The Samojedes arc Iharter and thicker than the 
' ■ Xaplanders, They have, like them, large heads, 
I flat faces, and a fwarthy complexion. They havp 
'■ little hairi and they cover their heads with x 
t round fur cap. Their Jkin coat renches down to 
' ^eir knees, and is fallen ed round their waifl with 
". -a girdle. They have alio breeches, fliocs, and 
I. flockingB made of the fa me material ? as theircoats, 
f wilh the hair externally. Over their (houMera 
they throw a black bcarVlkin, with the feet dan- 
gling at the four corners. This cloak is placed 
cbhquely on the left fide, that the right arm may 
be more at liberty to nlc their bows and arrows, 
I On iheir feet they wear a kind of Ikaies, two 
b feet long, with which tliey fliile with prodigious 
fwiftnefs over ihs frozen fnow that inceifantljr 
' covers their n^ountalnsi. 

L Thewomen, if poUible, arelefs attrnftive than 

the men. Thej' are capable of enduring great 

\ fatigue, and affidijoiifly breed up their children in 

the me of bows, which iliey handle with great ^ 

de>;terity, Tligy are dreffed nearly like the men, ' 

except about the head. A look of twifled hair 

^ bangs down to their flionlders, at the extremity 

of which is a knot formed of a long flip of hark, 

[ vhich depends to their very heel*. In this con* 

fiftsthcirprindp.il finery. They hunt with their 

Imlbands, and are equally expert in the ufe of 

their weapons. Conjugal fidelity ia ilriftly_ ob- 

Jbrved, aad the pnnilhmeot atmex.c(l to a vioUi 

^ffg o^' jt, op pititar fi4e^ W Wg>WX' 
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Having traverfed Uic province of Samojedia, 
and Irafficed as we proceeded, ai'ter twelve days 
jouroeyiiig from Papinowgorod, we again reached 
the co;ift of Borandia, without any memorable 
occurrence. Having put our goods on board, and 
difcharged our Boraivdiaa guide, we embarked, 
and fooo after weighed anchor. 

Wc now left the coaft of Borandia with a fair 
wind, and neKt day brokiglit to near tlie iliore of 
Zembla, where wc obicrved about thirty perlbiu 
proftrate on. their knees worfliipping the fctrtog 
fiin. A confultation look pkcci how we eould 
open an intcrcourfe with thofe peoplci a.i it was 
conjeftured the]- were more favage and Iliy ihan 
tny we had yet fcen. It was refolved to fend cut 
three long-boats, with ten men, well armed, in 
each, that, in cafe of an attack, we might be pre- 
pared for the event. 

On this fervice I was one. When we were 
within fome diflance of the Iliore, the favagca got 
'«p from their devotion, and, dil'chaigingjheir 
arrows at us, fled with furpriting fwiftnefs. 
1 No founer had we reached tlie ihore, than we 
ianded, and purfucd the route they had taken, in 
bopea of making fome of them our prifoners} 
but we found it impolTilile to overtake them j 
.though we continued the purfuit till we ap' 
1 pioached fome fnowy mountains. 
1^ Advancing ftill farther into the country, we 
«ame to a rifing ground, on which wa» ereded a 
^iece of wood very rudely <arved in the figure of 
a man; and before it were two of the natives, on 
tfaeir knees, with their arms lying by them. Thig 
idol was called Felizo, and was an ob^eS. qC*».4sk- 
as w-eJ] as the fun. TWmuTOa'ni.vVt.'i.'i^e^ 
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vood of firs : and, aa night was drawing on, we 

difcontiiiued our purfuii. 

I Finding it impoQiblc to have nny commercial 

intercourfc with the Zembliaiis, we direfted oat 
courie towards ihe Straights of Weygats, to catch 
I fea-horfes. Keeping near the lliore, we launched 
our long-boats, with eight harpooners in each, 
befides (he rowers. For three days we Iiad no 
fuccefsf but, at laft, obferved two prodigious 
filh approaching us, one ot" which had a large 
horn in his forehead : when the harpoons were 
thrown at him on all tides, and the ropes, to which 
they were faftened, let loofe, wliile tJic boats ro- 

• tired, to be out of the danger of Iiis flruggling. 

At laft the fiih, which was a fea-horfe, coming 

to the furface of the water, a proof of bis being 

I eshaufied, the men drew it (o them with the 

ropes, and culling oliTils head, threw the body 

• into the fea, as being neither fit for food nor oil. 
f The teeth and horn, however, of ihis animal are 

• extremely valuable j ihe former being cqiml to 
ivory, and fuperior in the permanence of Its 
whitenefa. I'be horn was ten feet long, and very 
heavy : from the root, which was as thick as > 
raao's Ipg, it gradually tapered to a point. 

One of tile boats coming too clofe to the other 

i£Qi, and not repeating with futlirient fpeed, had 
the mislbrtune to be overfel by the violent lafti-- 
ing of his tail. Ry this -unforiunate accident two 
men were drowned; n evert hele ft, the fifli wai 
r taken ; a poor compeufntion for t!ie lofs he h34 
occn Honed. 

We were now four days without feeing any 

/nore of ihoi'e animah, avid were preparing to 

' ^uif our ft.ition, when -we ^pevccweA fevax N«q 

• Jar^e /h,i-]forfeg, three t)f ■*AncV^c\i*i^\«^^ac&^ 
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fortune to lecare; bat tbeT wm all deftitntc of 
tlie horn in the forehead. Soon after, wc caogbC 
three more, oae of which hod a horn. 

In a few hourj afier this fucccf«, we efpied 
tliree olhere, and fecured one, each of whole great 
teeth weighed twenQ'-ninc poonds. In aiJi^tioa 
to thofe, we caught five more fea-hories, bcfbn 
wc quitted this fiation. 

At laA, perceiving our fport to fail, we took 
the advantage of a north-raft wind,io fail towards 
Weygats, in hopes of pafling thofe flraights. We 
purfued our courfe with little interruption far 
thirty-fix leagaea ; but the iounenfe bodies of 
ice now 'blocked up our palTage; hence the ap- 
pellation of weygats, which fignifies impaflablc. 
Coming to an anchor on the eaftern coaft of 
Zcmbla, one of the feamen landed, when, a bear 
approaching hitn behind, Uruck hira down with 
its paw, and would have devoured him, had not 
hia allbciatea fliot and killed the animal outright. 
I'bis accident deterred the rcll of the mariners 
from venturing on fhore, 

111 a lliort lime, tiiree bears fwani up to ihc 
fides of the velTels, and attempted to come on 
board ; but though we cut off tlie paws of one 
with our hatchpts, and (hot the fccond with a 
mulket, the third got upon tlie deck, but was 
Ibon dil'patched, as were two more, which were 
fwimming towards Us. 

This reception, we flattered ourlelves, would 
have prevented any more frora attempting to 
board us ; but, a few hours after, (en or twelve 
advanced as tar as the ice would carry themi and 
Ihen committed thanrpiUea \.o vV^a isK^, %sA, 
made directly for the AVtpa. Ot\ \^^\'i ot-ii&^a^ 
w ai'cd oar lirejniu, *■ itU £\ic\». WtCfc^^f ^■»S- "^ 



urfa^ I 



46 TRAVELS THnoVca 

one of lliem cfcape4. However, others purfal 
the fame courfe from llie neighbouring moun- 
tains, and, being unwilling to continue cspofed 
to fuch hourly attacks, we weighed and flood out 
to the weft coaft of Zembla, and, with fome dif- 
ficulty and danger, got clear of the Straights of 
Weygata. 

At the mouth of this ftraight is an ifland, 
which appeared very verdant, being covered with 
firs and junipers. One of the failors, landing 
here, faw a very large bird, which was too un- 
wieldy to fly. On receiving this information, I 
delired permilTion to lake a party to hunt ihefe 
birds, and to make difcoveries. We foon killed 
about finty of them by various means of deftrac- 
tion, and afterwards carried them on board. 

We found our game was penguins. They have 
m Iharp beak, under which commences a gUllet, 
tliat reaches down to their breaft, in the lltape of 
ao urinal. They arc of a brown colour, and 
web*footed. Their flefh was very palatable, ex- 
cept that it was too fat ; however, we feafted 
more heartKy on i t, tha ii we iiad done during the 
whole eoiirfe of our voyage. 

fiTaving ftaid at f.his ifland two days, we failed 
with a favourable wind, and in about tliirt)r 
hours, anived at tl^e cjipe, where we had for- 
merly feen the Zetnblians worihipping the fun ; 
whom we again found employed in the fame re- 
ligious exercifc. 

Ai his Daiiilh majefly was folicitous to haw 

an accurale account of the produce and climate 

of Zembla ; and, for the better obtaining this iB- 

A^fiMtioDj had ordered tKt officeca to bring aS 

J iboip of tb^ native^) we tcto\^ei,\^ ■^offioXc, v» 

Ei^^atc bii wiibes. For V\\w ^wt^afc, <(«.«(• 
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perfonsi in wliich number I wns one, wrrc or- 
dered to land in llin long-boats but, we bad 
fbarcely got over the ihip's fide, when we defeti- 
ed a Zcniblian in his boat, who, feeing us ap- 
proach, rowed l"i) faft, ihat it was inipoUiblE to 
overtake liim ; add no faoner had he iet his foijt 
on thore, than he threw his boat over his flioul- 
der, and fled with as much fwiftaers, as if be 
felt no encumberance. 

However, we purfaed him up a bill, which we 
faw him mount; but he quickly got out of our 
light. We therefore gave over the purfnit; but 
as we were returning to the flirps, we perceived 
two Zemblians.farther out at fea, who immedi- 
ntely made for the rocks and promontories, iit 
order to conceal theml'elves; but we plied our 
oars fo brilkly, that we furrounded them before 
th€y could reach the (hoic, when, feeing no pof- 
fibiliCy of elcape, they fet up a moil hideous 
howl. 

Tbcy happened to be a male and female, dreffed 
in die Jkins of the fea-calf, with the hair out- 
wards. Their wailicoals were compofed of two 
ikins joined together, with the tails dangling, 
the one behind and the other before, down lo 
their knees, Their drawers were very ftraight. 
The man feemed to be about fifry years of age, 
and ivjd no hair on his head, but a round chefnut- 
coloured beard Ihaded his mouth. The woman, 
who iVemed to be about thirty years old, bad her 
ears and nofe bored, and pendants of blue ILonea 
hanging from them, Her hair was twifted, and 
dangled on her fhoulders. 

The features of boih were extremely difa^reif- 
able. Their voices were fqu&altiix'^, afti \tve« 

Vol. XL F \i\«5.'&- 



breath very oifenlive, perhaps from tl:c nature o( 
their food. 

We took them into one of our boats, and 
brougbt off that in which ihey were carried. It 
was conftrufled of the rib-bones of ii(h, very ar- 
tificially joined, and neatly covered with fift- 
Ikins lewed together. It was fixteen feet long, 
and two feet and a half wide. The rowers were 
fliut up in it as high as their waifts, by having a 
Jifh-fkin drawn over it. and two apertures to fit 
their fhapes, fo that it was proof againA the ad* 
tnilTion of water. 

In thefe canoes they expofe iliMnfelvts, in the 
roughefl weather, lo all the dangers of the fesi 
without the leaft fear. 

Weattempled, by friendly figns, to make them 
difcover where their habitations lay; but we 
either could not gain their confidence lufficiently, 
or could not nnderftand them. This induced u( 
to try to get more ol lliele people io our poflef- 
iion, lioping they niijjht prove lefa ftupid, and 
more cotnmunieative, , Accordingly, thirty of ui 
landed, with feveral days provifions, and divided 
into two companicB, each well armed. Advanc- 
ing a moderate dii)ani.:e from each other, and 
hiding onrfchea in caverns under the rocks, we 
potted lentinels to npprize us of the approach of 
any of the natives, whom we intended to fcize, 
end compel ihem to conduS us to their abodes. 

Two days elafped without any dilcovery : at ' 
' laft, one vf our fenlinels gave notice, that two 
Zemblians were defcending a hill towards tbft 
fea-fide. On this, we diviited ourlHves into par- 
ries, and tbc poor natives foon fell into the fnarff, 
rritbaiit fufpcSLiaz any ireacWt:! \ V'^^ ow; i>^ «»« . 
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companions difcbarging hia fufee, we all made 
our appearance. Tlie lavages, finding it impof* 
fiblc to fly, were ealily taken, 

Their garments were made of penguin's Ikins, 
with tile teathera outwards. They had Uraight 
breeches, which reached to the knees, and a kiQtl 
of waiftcoal, the Iteeves of which reached only ta 
their elbows. Their hf^ads were covered with 
conical caps, and their Uockinga were made of 
feal fkin. 

Though Ibere wafi no diftiiiaion in their drefle', 
we foon perceived that une -was a man and the 
other a woman. The man appeared to be about 
twenty-four years of age : he had neither beard 
nor hair on bis head. At his b;i.ck hung a qui- 
ver filled with arrows; on hii Ihouldcr was an 
ax, and in one hand he held bis bow. 

The woman feemed to be about twenty, and 
held a dart in her hand. Her hiiir hung dowu ia 
two twjfted locks on her Ihoolders ; ilie had blue 
ItreaktonherforehSadandchiniandhercarsand 
noftrils were bored, and adorned with blue pen- 
Having gnt thcfe people in our pofleflion, wc 
ufed all pulUble means to prevail on them to lliew 
us where ihey lived, but without eifet:t. They 
were as untra^ble and iullcn as our former cap- 
tives; and we carried thcra on board, witlioul 
being able to make any farther difeoveries. 

When we introduced tbera to liieir fellow 
prifuners, we found they were acquainted, though 
the difference in their drefs indicated tliat tliey 
were of different tribes. Thel'e Zemblians were 
tlie rood dcfpicable of the human race I evec ber 
beld. TJiej'r /eaiurcs WCie&^vJi^ls «sA,«ta>> 
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their walk, which was a kind of waddling mo- 
tion, did Dot fet lliem tiS'ta greater advaniage. 

Being habituaied to (he limple beverage of 
water, we could never prevail on them to drink 
any beer; nor would tliey tafte bread, or folt 
meat. 'Jhny I'nmfiimes took a )illle brandy, but 
the veryriiit-1) iil Cobaico nanfealed them. 

Summer being now far advanced, it being the 
latter end of Augurt, and ihe cold fetting in, we 
thought of returning home; and weighing, wo 
held oitr courfe accordingly ; but the wind Ihift- 
ing, obliged us to make the coalt of Greenland, 
w!,eii we fell in with a Fcench and a Dutch fleet, 
engaged in tlie whale-fiflicry. 

Thele fhips feldom lie far from tbe fliore, ai 
the whales are comrnonly found, like the fca- 
horfcs, in the vicinity of Jand, When caught, 
they are cut to pieces ^ and the blubber being 
taken out, is put into large kettles and melted on 
the ihore. During 5ur flay here, I faw a finglo 
whale, which yielded three' hundred and fifty 
pounds of bone, befides a proportionable quan* 
lity of oil. 

Our arrival at this place proved very fortunate 
for our Zembliao prilbners, who had long pined 
for Llie enjoyment of whale-fat; our llock of 
which was wholly cxiiaulled. On Uieir account 
wc here took in a freth fupply. 

Having flaitl two days on this coaft, we pro- 
ceeded on oar voyage with a favourable wind; 
but, being foon overtaken by a llorm, we tnaAt 
for the coaft of Iceland. On our appronching (hat 
idand, we heard a dreadful noifc, like the firing 
o/ /ei-era} pieces of ordnance ; after which wb 
J&tr Raines ilfiie in abundance £«m\ vW cr ' 
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So many rocks lined thecoali, and the lea was 
fo exiremely rough, that we were afraid of ven- 
turing within a leagHB of the land. We there- 
fore fteered for Cape Herij under which we an- 
chored iafafety. 

Icelandj fo called from the coldneis of its cli- 
mate, is a large iflaod in the Ntinhern Oceao, 
fubjcft to Denmark, Agricultuie Jit fcarcely at- 
tended to here, though evident traces of the 
plough fhew that corn was formerly raifed in thi» 
country. 

This ifland is mountainous and ftony, but af- 
fords escelleot padurage. Large quantities of 
butter are maile ht-re, which, for want of calka, is 
piled up in the huts like Jtcaps of mortar. In 
winter they feed their horles and other cattle on 
dried 6Q\, and ihus inake up for t^e deficieacies 
of natural food, by artificial fupplies. 

The inhabitants in general live near thefoa- 
Ihore or rivers, for the con veniency of fithing and 
paAurage; and hence the interior parts of the 
counlry are almoft a defert. The language is El 
dialeft of the ancient Kunic; and, according to 
Wormius, thepureft now fpoken. 

Soon after the fliips werefecured, a party of us 
lauded at the village of Heri, whtnce we proceed- 
ed to Kirkebar, a town of fume confequence, 
where we met with feveral Daniih merchants, 
who MtpreiTed much furpriie at the interview, 
and entertained us in the molt hofpitable Ityle. 
From tbolB gentlemen we learned, that there had 
' been fo terrible an cart hq uake the preceding day, 
i that they expefted to be Iwallowed up alive, 
j The capiaiu atid Others of oh'l covw^mvi w-- 
, prclSiig tJieir defire to fee iVve cvu\oW\«i t*^ 'i:^ 
Wlmd, lie principaV mcKUautaV^v^'f-'^'*^';"^'^ 
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obligingly ordered horfes to be got ready for a 
manj" as wilhcd to furvcy the country. Of thi. 
namber I was one. Our parly confifled of etgb 
men on horffback: the remainder preferred drinfc 
ing to tLe gratification of their ciiriolity, ! 

The merchant furni(hed us with one of his for 
vants and two natives for our guides; nor did b< 
forget to provide us with ftore^ for our excurfion 
We Iraveiled two days through rugged and nnfre 
quentcd paths, when at iait we found onrfelvo 
about five miles from Mount Hecl:i, and perceiv 
ed the ground flrcwed with allies and pumici 
floties, over which we proceeded lo the foot of th^ 
mountain. | 

The weather being now very ferene and cahn 
and feeing no flames ilTue frcm the top of tbi 
volcano, we refolved to afcend its fummiti bn 
our guides intormed us, that if we advanced far 
th«r we (houldbein danger of falling into piti 
and of being fuffocated with the fumes excite 
by ibe fubterrancous fires. On this rcprefenlH 
tion,all Ihe company, e^iecpt myfelf, declined pro 
feeding any farther. Having founded the guides 
lind finding them willing to wail for me, I di( 
mounted, and boldly ventured forward, togetbe 
. with a Danith merchant, whoQi curlofity bad at 
Wohed to the party. 

In a fliort lime we faw a large flight fif crowi 
and vultures, which had ibeir cic&s in the top o 
the mountain. Having afcended about half g 
league, we felt the ground (innke under us, am 
})eard a terrible noife iu ihe bowels of the earth 
which feemed ready to burft open. At the fami 
ffmCj chinks appeared on aU fides, (nit of whici 
Jffhcd a biiiilL flame, cmiUin^ a Www^lMSivW 
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Thia fight made us dcfift from any attempt to 
ailvniice farther; we were fenfible-of our danger; 
and immcdialely tiirm-d back lo avoid it. But 
fcarcely had we got tliirty yards, before a black 
cloud of fmoke aft-ended out of the momitnin, 
which obfctired the light of the fun, and couceal- 
ed us in pitchy darknefs. 

Eseiy ftep we took increafed our alarm, for 
behind us came flames of lire, ihowers of alhes, 
and pumice iloiies ihnc iell as thick as hail, ac- 
companied with the motl tremendous founda. la 
addition to this, we every moment expefled that 
the earth would open and fwallow un up, which 
added wings to our flight, and relblutioo to our 
exertions to efcape from the dangers into whicb 
an idle curiofity had thrown us. In about lifteea 
minutes we reached the bottom of the moiuiiaiD, 
where our companions were waiting for us. At 
feeing us running lb faA, andas black as if in) 
had been covered with foot, rhey burli out into a 
iit of laugliter; but their mirth wasfoon changed 
into concern, on finding us both drop down 
l^ieechlefi;, immediately as we halted. , . 

By the application of vinegar to our templM^ 
noflrils', and bands, we were foon brought tootUK 
felvce; anda glafs of canary afterwards completed 
tiie cure. On recovering our flret)gth and fpi[it«» 
we related our adventures, and our aiCoclaieacoOr' 
gratulated us on our cfcape. 

We now proceeded to vilit two fprings, aC 
twelve miles diliance from the mountain ; one of 
which is ahvays boiling, and the other fo co!d, 
thstil ii faid ro convert every thing put into it 
into iron. About one hundred yards itam. v.lua 
tottom ofiVfount Hecla,'«efowT\Aaij>MKicft^'W«i 
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thrown out by the volcano; when our gni^Mf^ 
ferving our furprife at Hs magnitude, told as 
was nothiug uiiulual to fee Iloues ot' much fnp 
rior dimenlions produced from (lie fame cabTe. 

After riding about three hours, wc drew ne 
to the fpriogs, which are about thirty yards di 
tance from each other. We firft vilited the co 
one, into which I put a fmall caue I carried in □ 
band, and was furprifed, on taking it out again, 
fee the end which touched the bcttom metamo 
phofed into iron*. 

Prom this fpot we proceeded to the boUii 
fountain, where we faw a number of what a 
peared to be red fowls, about the fize of duel 
playing in the water i but as we approached, th 
dived to the bottom, and did not make their a; 
pearanee agaiu (ill we had retired. 

Prom this fpring we travelled to the fea Hi 
within a mile or two of which we heard dolef 
founds, not unUke the cries of perlbns in diftr« 
Our ignorant guides were ansious to imprefs 
with the belief, that the founds we heard were ti 
lamentations of the damned, who, when the del 
had roafted them in the flames of Hecla, [JuDg 
lliem among Cbe ice on the coatlj and ihu^ altq 
nately tormented them with the extrenics of be 
and coSd. On our arrival af the ihore, howev< 
we found thofe imaginary complaints were occ 
fioned only by the agitation of the ice and w 
ter, violently impelled againll tlie rock& by I 
wind. 

• Our«uthormon«ii:ainlyli»vemiftaltfn» rerrug:noui 
eroAitiao on the cane, torthi: rubltanrc of iinn ilfcit': tile 
cualcoaierfion of wood iawiton ii impuSiV.= iM i^'i ^'i'-> 
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' TTaving made our obltrvalions on every thing 
curious, we returned to Kirkebar on the i6lh of 
Septembpr, and in a lew hours went on board, 
where we found the governor of the ill.ind, ic- 
conipanieU by the Bifliop of Skalholt, whu hear- 
ing that we had been at Zembia, were dcfirovis to 
lee and converfe with us. 

Ab Iceland abounds in paRureii, it nouriflies a 
great number of cattle. A certain herb, named 
caiiophe, is laid lo be fo particularly grateful to 
thcfeanimaU, that it is neeelTary to reiirain them 
from eating too ranch of it, Iclllhey fliouldbnrfi. 

- The fields have a verdant and pleafant afpe^; 
but the north-weft wind blows with fo much vio- 
lence and inienfity of cold, that grain can never 
be brought to any perfedion in this climate. 

The Iirbnders for the molt part live in caverns 
hewn out of the rock, or in huts conttrufled in 

I the lame manner as in Lapland. Their beds are 
compofcd of hay or ftraw, upon which ihey lie in 

' their ufual clothes, covered with Ikinsj one bed 

, ferving for a whole family. 

1 Both men and women are very difagreeable ia 
Iheir perfons, and have fwarthy connpleitiDns, 

. Thcyare dreffed like liie Norwegians, in the ikins 
of the fea-calf, with the hair outward, and uie 

I fackclolh inftead of linen. They chiefly fubfift 
by filhing. The food of the poor is very coarfe, 

f confifting of a fort of ftock-filh pnnnded with a 
Aone, very indifterent butter and eheefc, and no 
other dritik but water, milk, or whey. Yet on 
this hard fare many of them arrive at a very ex- 
tended age, williouL haviag recourfe to meci)icine. 
MoA of them pretend lo witchcraft, anu are find 
tovotihip the devil undetVhea'jviXavvrm.a.'v'i^'i- 
baltl, who, it ia pretended, fIe;':\ac■CL^\"J ■a^'j^^.M* '^ 
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them in a human tliape. They have alfo a kind 
of houfehold goJs, rudely cut out of a piece of 
wcxid. This idul they adore in private, and hide 
it from the Lutheran ininitiers, who endeavour to 
inftrua themin ChriKianity. 

Three days after we ca me on board, we found s 
favourable wind for fetlLng fail; and Ihapingour 
courfe to the fouth fouch-eaft, wc arrived in fafety 
at Copenhagen, where, having fainted the cafUe, 
we inimediatdy went on Ihore. 

His Banifli majetty being intbrmed of onr ar- 
rival, and that we had fome Zemblians in our 
Ir.vin, commaoded us to bring them to court, 
where they attrafted as much notice as if they 
bad been natives of another world. The king 
himfelf was pleafed with the fingnlarity of their 
drefs, and their perfonal appearance. He order- 
ed the ftewardofliishoulehold to keep them with 
care, to maintain tbem M'cII, and to have them 
taught the DaniOi language; in hopes of profiting 
by the information tliey might be able to give. 

We were enjoined to give an atcount of the 
feveral places we had vittcd, the manners of the 
people, and their mode» of life, and having bd- 
fwcred his majefty in a fatisfsflory manner, we 
were difmifled. We next waited on our owners, 
who found the returns we had made would be 
highly to Iheir ad\^otage. 

The nature of this eixpedition, which unites 
tranfadions by fea and land, does not require any 
fupplemental remarks. Coromerue was the ol^ 
jeS principally in view; and our author has given 
usas much infightiutotbemanners of the people, 
v'jih wliom he was converfuut, as could be ex* 
pedied from his ^tuatiuD. 
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THERE were two gentlemen of the Tame fir- 
name, and of the fame family, diftinguilhed 
as travellers, whohave frequently been coiifoUDd- 
.td together. The Chriftiao name of ihe elder 
was Melchefidec: he was a celebrated writer of 
travels rather than a traveller himfelf, for he 
aever esceedeJ the limits of Europe; and was 
afterwards promoted to ihe office of librarian to 
, l-oui* XIV. King of France. He died at laft of 
]*oo rigid au abfiiBcnce, which he flattered him- 
,;^felf would have cured an ague, ia the fcventy- 
Ifcfafl year of his age. 

I John Thevenot probably imbibed a defire of 
■ Ravelling from the porfuils of his relation Mcl- 
>£belidec. At an early age he ftiow^^ S^v "vJavw 
jwjZfao, CO gratify wticb lie went W^ws*.,-*^^^ 
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he accidentally fell in company willi the cete- 
brated M. Herbelot, the grcatell oriental fcho- 
lar of his age. From him lie caught frelh fuel to 
feed his prediieftion for travelling, and refolved 
to penetrate into tbe remoteft parts of the eaft, 
not without the hopes of having this diftinguilli- 
ed peribn for his companion. Some famUy af- 
fairs, however, pervented Herbelot from immedi- 
ately joining him; and Thevenot having made all 
due preparatioDS, was anxious to be gone, ex- 
peftiog to meet his fricnii at Malta. 

Accordingly on May ift, 1605, he left Rome, in 
order to embark at Civita-Vecchia on board Ibe 
galley commanded bv Count Gaddi. In fevcQ 
days after they fet fail, they arrived at Medina in 
Sicily, a port fafe by nature, and rendered beau- 
tiful by many elegant palaces round it. Thefilfc 
trade renders the town very rich; but there are 
■ no ions for travellers, w ho are obliged to take up 
their refidence in a wretched tavern near the har- 
bour*. All kinds of provisions are theap, but 
the wines, though llrong, are not good. 

.The foaights are rendered dangerous by the 
Srylla and Charybdis of antiquity, conceraing 
which fo many fine fables are invented. Navi- 
gation, however, being now better underliood, 
they are Icfs formidable than they once v/ae. 
Scjlla is a rock near the caftle of Scyllio, on the 
Italian ihore. Charybdis is the meeting of two 
contrary eddies or currents, which, by clafliing one 
againft the other, make a noife like the barking 
of dngs, and by whirling the velTels round, fomc 
times fuck them to the bottom, 

•7fmu/Jbireco11efted,that tViii deftri^tlon of Sicily «p- 
plics to the lime at which The^toot vno"^, itA waw 'l'wi <fi«. 
f 'leaCferioiit 



"Sicity'ia of a ItiangaMf FofM, each &Ag\e ftiak- 
ing a cape. One ia named Difaro, anciently Pe- 
lotusi the fccond Pallaro, the Pachinia of anti- 
quity } and the third is called Botho, heretofore 
Lilibxum. Thi-i lull is but three miles diltant 
from Italy, from which it h feparated by a dan- 
gerous ftraight, known by the appellation of the 
PharoofMeflina. 

Sicily is the mort confiderablc ifland in the 
Mediterranean, both for extent and fertility; it 
produces plenty of corn, escellent wines, and 
other necellariea of life, which in former times 
procured it the name of the Granary of Rome. 
It contains many handl'ome and rich towns; but 
IS much annoyed by the eruptions of Mount Gi- 
bcllo, or ^tna, and is alfo frequently vilited by 
earthquakes. The king of Spain appoints a vice- 
roy, who alternately relides at Palermo and Mef- 
lina. 

The Sicilians are revangeful, haughty, and jea- 
lous, efpecially of the French, whom they lufpeft 
of bearing in mind the Sicilian veipcrs, lb well 
known in hiftory. They have always daggeru by 
their lides, both when they go abroad and at home. 

From Medina, ThevcQolcoafted along by Syra- 
cufe, the birth place of Archimedes. He next 
made the Ille of Malta, anciently Melita, fo call- 
ed from the abundance of its honey. 

Malta is a low iilaiid with a rocky foil; never- 
thelsfs it produces excellent fruits, but little corn, 
whicli is obiaiued frfm Siciiy. The air is difa- 
greeably hot in the day, and the moJqui toes areas 
intolerable in the night. From the whitenefs of 
the chalky rocks, head-achs and fore e.^^% »\*. <tt- 
gueuf among the naiivcs. tko vcayTCi'iW'i'»i'''>»''**'' 
Vol. XI. G ■»* 
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arc found in this ifle, which is attiibuted to SL 

Paul's bcnediftion. 

The people are numcrooa, of a brown com- 
plexion, aoi a very revengeful difpolition. The 
women are not dcftitnlc of beauty, and are very 
familiar. Arabic and Italian are commoaly fpokeo 
here. 

Malta has fevcral ports and creeks. In the 
great port, as it is called, all the gallies of the or- 
der aro laid up, and all tbe velfels thai toach on 
the ifland, to make any ftay, enter here. The 
port of Marfamoucliet is ul'ed for Ihips to per- 
forai quarantine in, heifore they approach the 
town, and alfo for the Corfairs that arc unwilling 
to lofe time by procpeding lo the great port. 

When the King of Spain had made a prefent 
of this ids to the koights of St. John of Jemfa- 
lem, Sultan Soiimanrefolved to estirpate themj 
but the Turks were obliged Lo withdraw after a 
memorable iuvetlment. 

The knights, being freed from their enenaieg, 
rcfolved to build a new tii'.vn. Accordingly thcjf 
pitched on the tongue of land where the caftle of 
St, Ertne fiands. The great mafter, John la Va- 
letta, laid tlie firft ftonc i a March ) 566, and from 
hitn it was called Valetta, It has (ince been 
ftrongly fortitied, and proves a barrier betweea 
the J^ahometans and the Chriftians. It has only 
two gates, one of which leads la the port and the 
other into the country. Here are feveral churchea; 
but ihat of St. John is the chief. It is a large 
ftrufture. beautifully jiaved with raarble, and 
adorned with many colours taken from the inS- 
tfe/s. In thif church tliey pretend f. have many 
Jw/Zc* fiich as St. Juhn BagtviVs i\s,\-i*.\\'i\\i., ' " 
"tofJei's notoriety. 
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There are feveral capilat buildings in Valelta, 
particularly tlie palace of the great mafler of the 
order, in which is a niBgaKiiie of arms for forty 
Ihoufaod men, all kepi very ckan and in high 

LcaTing Malta, our Iraveller failed by the Ifle 
of Sapienza, and having wcadiered Cape Mala- 
pan, cHine toan'anchor in tlicBay of St. Nicholas 
in lie Jfle of Ccrigo. Cape itotapan is a pra- 
inontory of the Morea, and oue of the extreme 
points of Europe. It was foinierly named Xena- 
ruB. 

CerigD is thp firft ifiand in the Archipelago : it 
is fixty milc^ in d rcumfercnce, and live fraai ihe 
maioland. The Vcnetiansi who are mailers of 
it, keep a ftrong garrlfon beic, becaufeit iiapafe 
of importance. 

The iflands of the ArcLipelago, aticientl)- term- 
ed the _£gean Sea, are comprifed by geographer* 
nnder two general names : the Cyclades and the 
Sporades. The firft lie in a kind of circle round 
I)elos i the latter are more feattercd. 

From Cerigo, he failed to Zia, formerly Ceos, 
It is fliaped like a horfe-lhoe, and is fifty miles in 
circumference. From Zia he proceeded to An- 
dra, anciently Andros, which i.s reckoned one of 
the moil fertile iflands in this groope. It produces 
almolt every receflary, and large qiianiiiiea of 
£lk, in which the nativea carry on a couliderable 
Uade. 

In this ifle are a great number of Greek 
chnrches, which are under the government and 
■ Jifcipline of a bilhop. The Latins have alfo a 
biflipp here, and a cathedral dedicated to Si. .^^^ 
drcv. _]^| 
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The Turks difpofc of the temporalilifs of (hJ» 
ifle, and are troublefomc neighbours to ihe Clirif- 
lians. The inhabitanla have a n:iiive civility, 
are fond of good cheer and diverfionii, and Ibtt 
women are beautiful and uhafte. Neither phyfl- 
ciaii nor furgcoii is known here, but when tbcy 
are iU, they betake themfeJvcs to the mercy M 
God, as their fole remedy. 

From this ifland, Thcvcnot failed by [lie Nc- 
gropont and other iflandd id Troy; where there 
are liill conliderable remains of that ancient and 
famous city : though the learned fay, that what 
are now to be feen. are ouly the riAins of foiue 
buildings erefled by the Romans, long after tho 
deftruftioQ of Troy*. From thence he pafleS 
the mouths arid entered llie channel of the Hel- 
lefpont, and failing beLiveeo the caftles of the 
Dardanels, came lo an anchor. The Dardanela 
are two caftles, built to command ihe Hellefpont, 
by Mahomet II. The one ftiinds in Europe, on 
the very lite of Spftoa, and the other in Alia, oa 
the fpot where Abidos was built. Tliefe forts 
are the keys of Conftanliuople, for though tbcy 
are two hundred paces diOani, no Ihip can pa& 
them without l<^ve. At this place all Ihips from 
Conilaniinople are fearched forconiraband good) 
and ftigitive Haves. The loves of Hero and Lo- 
andi^r immortalize ihe fjiot. 

From tlie Dardanels, ouriraveller proceeded to 
Gallipoli. The Gr«;l:s, who dwell here, rWefly 
fubhft by retailing brandy. The town lias a 
tower and arfeual ; but Isibluly peopled. 

• Some of tbs Irarned even difpa'c ihc eiiftencf of fiit* • 
phce^s Tmyi andccrtJiiily'inih^i-imtoi 'thf.MiQMiB te. 
*DJ.^UJ o/'tfidt telebraltd city could iiilwo- 
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Drparling lliencc!, he pafftd ihe Ifle of Marmo- 
, whicti gives name to (he Cca thai was formerly 
called the Propontis ; and failing along by the Sc' 
raglio, came lo an uiichor at Calais, tlie port of 
Conflautinople. The fea of Marnioia is about 
one hDDdfed and tweniy German leagues in com- 
pafs, and the climate on its Ihores is fo temperate, 
that it is tieill^er fubje^ to tlie extremes of heat 
nor cold, whicli, together wiib the communication 
by fea, renders this country very dcfirable ; and 
once it was well adorned n'ith famous cities, 
fome of whofe rains fliU evince their former 
fpjpndor. On the Afiao fide flood Ghizico, built 
bythe Argonauts, hvebtindred years before Rome. 
It row exhibits only frightful ruins. 

Nice, named [fnich by the Turks, is memora- 
ble for Ihe lirll general Chriflian council. It 
ftands at the extremily of a bay in a fine plain, 
andisencompalfedby a wall, full uf round turrets. 
The city is large, and the flrcets are neat, con- 
taining at leaft ten thoufand inhabitants, compof- 
ed of Greeks, Jews, and Turks, who carry on an 
extenfive trade with Conflantinople. Here are 
many re.maius of Pagaa and Chrifiian antiquities, 
bwt they arc all miierably defaced by the Turks. 
Nicomedio, nest to Con flan tinople, enjoys the 
fineft fiiuation of any city in the world. It is 
frated at the bottom of a bay, and runs np the 
jidc of a hill, adorned with many fountains, and 
intermixed with fruit trees and vineyards. The 
Temains of anticjuity ftill attrad the notice of tha 
curious. It is famous for the death of Hannibal 
atid Conflatitine ihe Great, for the early conver- 
fion of its inhabiianis loChY\ft.\avi\Vi,'ffi&-^tK'^*- 
niunber of iu martyrs, -wbo feAc^ ^'E. ti\<a -«^ 
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tlieir blood. The Turks call it Ifmit. It con- 
tains about thirty tbourand inhabitants of vari- 
ous per I'u a fions, who trade iu iilks, coltoii^, HneDs. 
fruit, earthen and glafs wares, and various other 

Here are many Greek churcties and mofques, 
with feveral inns and neat bazars or market plac«. 
Oa the right liJe of the Bay of Nieomedia, is «. 
fountain of mineral waier, which both Greeki 
and Turks think of lovereign eliieacy in vaott 
diforders, 

Chalcedon was once fumoua for ihe temples of 
Venus and Apollo. Many beauiiful Chriftiaa 
churches were afterwards built here; among tho' 
reft, that dedicated to St. Eupheniia was d^ftia^ 
guiflied as the Icenc of ihc fourth general coun- 
cil. Part of this pile flill remains, and is ufed hy 
the Greeks as a place of religious wotftiip. Tfaa 
'whole town is now in a ruinoi^a Hate. It, how' 
ever, gives name to the adjoining ftraights, which 
arc called Fretum Chalcedonicum, and the Thra- 
oian Bofphorus, 

On ihe Thracian fide of (he Sea of Marmora, 
flaoda Rodofto, a town well fituated at liie extre- 
mity of a bay, which affording a good haven, it 
is enabled to carry on a pretty extenlive trade, and 
is very populous. 

Perinihiis, or Heraclea, once gave law to By- 
zantium, iui is now fubjed to it.' The town had 
formerly two, good hnvens ; but one of them ii 
now fo choked up, as to be unfit for veffels of 
any burden. Of llie aoiplii theatre of Heraclea, 
one of the feven wonders of the world, only (odm 
^gments remain. Ho ^■e.vct, Vtiftt vtv. ftill laa- 
\^r "aJaable antiquities flt\d mfm^'tTOm. <)i\w^ 
farJi the /ormcr fplcudoi ot lUe ^\att6. '^^" ^ 
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ftnt town is bet thinly inhabited: i(s principal' 
ornameiu is its c.tlhedral, ose of ihe findi in all 
Greece, andmucli tnove adminid,fiir iis elegance 
and convenience, than tbe pairjarc'ial tliurcb of 
Coiiftaotinoplc. 

The Piiipcmis is fprinkled with fevera! iflands. 
That of Marraorfl, which gives nsmc to ihc whole 
fea, is about ten leagues in coinpafe. Nearer to 
Conflaatiaople, lies a group of iflands, called Pa- 
pal) AJ:)ffi by the Turks, and by Europeans, the 
Pope's UlatitU. So favourable has nature been to 
thcfe ipols of land, that were they in the hands 
of a people who had a genius for improveraenis, 
ibej might be made a perfed paradife; but be- 
ing fubjeft to the ravages of the Tuiks, they lie 
simoll uncultivated i and only a few Caloyera 
manure fm;ill pieces of land in the vicinity of the 
monafterica, for herbs and roots of common ufe. 
The Caloyers are monks of St. Bafil, who Sriaiy 
adhere to the ancient mode of dreis and living. 
They lead a very retired and auliere life, oWcrv- 
ing four lents in the year, hefidrs feveral other 
fafis i and fomc of them are fo abftemions, as to 
be fatJslied with a little bread and pulfe, drelTcd 
with.falt anil water once a day. l^ilrcd it is faid 
that Ibme of them will eat but feven limes in the 
feven weeks of their longcA lent, ihongh this 
itesm incredible. Others, howc\-Er, though they 
rejed the ufe of articles commonly deemed luxa- 
lics, continue to live fomptuonfly on oyflers, ca- 
Tcar, fliell-fiQi, almonds, colfce. and flierbet. 

Abflineoce njay certainly be (bmetimes condu- 
cive to health, and is Icfa injurious to the com- 
munity, than gluttony, ^rccB.utc'w ^i'i«a'*'soS.'^*' 
ether con/iinics ; but vxcwei, w s.'W) (*\*sXvfi^*- 
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fimple temperance. To llarvc amidft plenty, ii 
rejeAing the bounties of Providence, who has gi- 
ven us notbing bui what we may ufe ia niodcra- 

Coriflantinciple han !lie happieft (ilu:ilion nf 
any city in the world. Ir fiandu in E\iri)pc, on i 
point of the moinJand putting out towards the 
Thracian Bofphoms; from whence there is but 
half an hour's pa f1 age into Alia. On the ri^Iit 
hand is the White Sea, ur Propontis, by wJiich 
there is a commuuicatioii with Afia, Egypt, and 
Africa. On the left h.iiid is the Black or Kusiiie 
Sea, and Pains Mxotis, by which it i« fnrniOird 
with all the coitimoditiei of the norih. Thus 
whatever is ufeful, neceilary, or pleafaiit, may be 
imported into Conliantinoptc by any wind, Irotn 
Ibme qiiavtei" of the globe or other. 

The port isj by nature, the loveticll in the nni- 
vcrfe. It is Jis miles in compafE and about a 
mile over; and fo deep Ibroughonl. that a fliip 
may lay her head alliore without danger. 

Byzantium was built by Piiufanias, king of 
Sparia. The Emperor Scicrus demoliftied ii. to 
punifli the rebellion of its inhabitants; and Con- 
fiantine the Great rebuilt it, calling it .New 
Rome, and ihen Conftarilinopte. The Turks gave 
it the appellation of Stamboul. 

After the divifion of the Roman empire, it wa» 
loog the feat of the caftcrn emperors, from whom 
it was taken by the Venetians and French in 
]1!09) but being recovered by the Pal^ologi, fifty 
years after, itremainedin that line till 1453 ; whe« 
the Turks obtained polTeilion of it, and have ever 
Jfiice held it. The air in fummei 'jjoviW be very 
Aot, were h not for the lea bveev^^, wWic^Wvp.ti 
^JShlfai eU'eit on tUc healih avii tci-vtaa- ■«cw 



,. ireafesareltnowtiTitrcescept the plague, whidi, 
1 however, make? great havock*. Earthijuakes arc 
not infrequent, but their efFeQs are fcUom very 
fatal. 

The figure of Cooftantinople is triangular, ono 
fide lying toward* the Propontis, the otlier on ihe 
port, and the third toward the land. It is whol- 
ly encircled wiih walls, nnd has twenty-two gbies, 
Cx of which face the land, as many range with 
the port, and ten lie along (he ftraight of Iha 
ProponlJs. The whole cily is about twelve miles 
ill circumference. 

Thccaftlc of the feven towers joins the walls, 
which are double, on the continent fide, to thofe 
that lie upon the Propontis. It was anciently 
one of the city gates, and had four turrets; but 
Mabomut II, becoming laaller of the place, add- 
ed three new ones, con.verted it into a caftle, and 
, made it a depot for the treafures of the empire. 
, At prdent, however, it is only ufed as an ho- 
nourable (late prifon, where the grand feignior 
_ confines fuch of his officers as incur his difpjea- 
fure. Sometimes Cbriftians are confined in this 
, callle, in which cafe their fpiritual guides are al- 
lowed to attend them. Several perfons of note 
have been flrangied within the walls of this fort. 
. Without the walls are two large ftatues of 
■while marble in bafs relief; the fubjcft of one 
'ieems to be Endimion, vifited by Diana -, the other 
, the nine nuifes, with the horfe Pegalus. They 
. are well executed ; but laid to be inferior to 
, ibme other pieces of ancient fculpturc. 

In going by fea from the cafile of the feven 

f • The preJeftin. 

f Trnththdriadnknie, ^ 

^» tofpa,a, and W tairy ikiiattniDa' 
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towers to the feriiglio, there is a Tqaare tswcr 
flanding in ihe lea, in wliich we are told JutK- 
nlan imprlfaned Belifarius, his diliinguifheii ge- 
nernl, prompted to this injuftice by jealoufy, 
which carried him fo far, a* to ilrip a faithful 
Ibrvant of all he pofleiTed, and to reduce him to 
tlie necellity of begging alms of charitable pif- 
fengers. Not far Irom this tower is a fountain, 
wbiuh the Greeks regard with extreme vencr*- 
tioii ; and, on the day of our Saviour's transfigu- 
ration, carry their iick to it, and having covcrei 
their bodies a while in the fand, pretend that 
wonderful cures are thus jierformed. The, Greeks 
indeed have abundance of miraculous fonntaius, 
which they fuperfliiioiilly honour, and their 
prielU connive at it for gain. 

Near ihis fountain ftaods the pleafure Iioufe 

of the DVcrfeer of the gardens, and a little beyoni 

[ it, fevera] cannon are planted, fo as to Arihe 

any vcffel between wind land water, fliould force be 

attempted to pafs. 

Having palfed the platform, and doubled the 
f cape, two kiolkcs, or pleafure hooles, appear. 
f They were built by Sultan Soliman, to comoiand 
[ a view of the fliipping, and as retreats where ba 
might indulge himfelf with his women. There^ 
fays Thevenot, are all the remarkable things with- 
out the walls, both of the city and feraglio. 

Conflantinople, like ancient Rome, (lands upon 
feven hills, and the houfcs are fo difpofed, that 
they do not intercept the view of each other. The 
ftreets are generally narrow, however, they contain 
many liacelyedilices and grand mofques, the raoft 
mn^niUcent of which is that of St. Sophia. Thii 
I vas anciently a ChriftVan chvitch, W\\>i.\»'^ \W 
r^joperor Jaiiiiii enlarged, cnuc\»e4i a,wi «™wbA 
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\ ty Jofllniao, and dedicated to Hagia Sophia, the 
|| Wildonm! Gud. The Turks have converted ihc 
ii pile into a mofque, but relaintd its name. It is 
tqaare without, but circular withm> ittid has a 
dome in the middle, in the form of a globe de- 
preired, II ispavedwith fint marble, and mailed, 
lo preferve the unllippcred devotees from cold. 

Ill the mofque is a ccxnb, which is Hiewn for 
Conllanline'a, and a Hone on which it is believed 
the Virgin waflied our Lord's linen : on this ac- 
count it in treated witb great reverence. 

St. Sophia was originally ornamented in mo- 
faic, with croHea and images, the remains of 
which are ftill perceptible; though the Turks, 
from their detefiatioti of images, deface theot as 
much RB polllble. Within arc two gallciies, one 
'ovpr the other, round the building, whieh are 
lupporled by fixty-two pillars. In ihofe galleries 
it is fuppofed the women Mere feated, when the 
flruSure was dedicated i« Chriflianiiy. 

This mofque has four fteeplcB, vciy high and 
flender, on which are fcvcral balconies, from 
whence the maezima c^lt' to prayers. At tho 
bairam, or paiTover, forty thoiifnnd perfons arc 
J'uppofed to aflcmble, in St. Sophia, at once. 

Helides this mofque, there are feven others, 
called royal, or imperialj one of which, named 
, Solimaiiia, contaioa the uotiiii of Sultan Solimsn, 
il .round whit'h are lamps continually burning, car- 
1 ,peis rpread, and a highly decorated Turban. Se- 
veral Akoi-ans are chained to the receptacle of 
I the fiilian's dull, that the people may read ihem, 
1 .and pray for ihc foul of ihe defiinft, Near this 
I fpot lips ihe body ef a fult^ica, who was lecdcrly 
I beloved by Soliman. Tilt •ii'iAtx <il '\\w^»i^*'- 
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ing is adorned with bagmos and fount^rili'i 
is extreniely beautiful. 

The new molque, built by Sultan Achine 
one of thelaireft and moll, magnificent Id C 
Dantinople; though, in fad, tliis is faid to be 
celled by ihat which is known by the ap[>ellal 
of the King's Son's Molquc, being erected by 
fons of Soliman and Bajazet. All thefe mofc 
have hofpilals and fchools, where many | 
fcholars are maintained and educated. 

Moll of the ancient ftatues, obelifks, and 
lars, fet up by the emperors of the eaJl, are 
tirely demoliflied; but the large hippodro 
wbere'they exerciied ilieir horfes, is lli!! tc 
feen. It is an oblong I'quare, about five hun^ 
and iifty paces long and one hundred and 1 
broad. In the centre of it ftands aa obe 
pretty entire, marked with hieroglyphics, am 
a little diAance from it, a pretty high piQar, 
which are tliree bra^n ferfienls twlfted toget 
ihe heads mskiag the cipital. This is Cait 
have been the talilVnan, or fpell, raifed by 
Ifauricus, the emperor, againft ferpents. 

The grand beziflan, or exchange, is a n 
building. It confifts of a fpaciou-s ball, bui! 
freeftone, in a circjlar form, and furroundei 
a thick wall, by which. are many Ihops full of 
richeft comnioditicB, It Jias feveral gates, w! 
are (hat at night, and watchmen are place 
guard it. Each body of merchants, or tradefi 
have a feparate spartmcut, in which alone 
are allowed to vend their goods. 

There is another exchange, but neither fo 1 
noT fo rich as the former. Bazars, or marl 
3j-e coa:mtin. In that caUed l\ie womtris' 
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,kct is a marble pillar nf extraordinary heiglif, 
called llie Hillorical Colurun; becanfe, from the 
top to the bottom, feveral cxpediliona, bati!e:i, 
and remarkable evenls, during ihe reign of Arca- 
, dius, are reprefented in b:ila relief. It is much 
clefacedi and the houfes ftand ia dole, ti^t it 13 
-impolfitile lo e^famine Ic accurately*. 

In ihetjiiarter of tlie janizaries, in tlie court 
of a private perfon's houfe, ftands the column of 
the Emperor Marcian. It is compnfcd of fpolted 
marble, about fifteen feet high, and has a capital 
of the Corinthian order. On the top is a Itjiiare 
hollow ftonc, adorned with four eagles, h is 
conjeflured, that the heart of the emperor was 
put in this Acne, and his body buried Under Ihe 
column. 
The grand feignior's feraglios are remarkable 
; flrnflnres. In them the Ottoman princes ufually 
I keep their courts. There are two feraglios, the 
new and the old ; the former of which, being by 
I far the moft noble building, is called, by way of 
I dilliudion, the Grand Seraglio. It is of a trian- 
gular form, two fides being encompaffed by the 
Thracian BofphoruB, and the other by the town 
from which a wall divides it. Its extent is about 
three miles, and it occupies the fite of the an- 
cient Byzantium. It has many gates both to- 
wards the fea and land tide ; but that towards 
the city is in daily ufc, while the rell arc only 
opened on lingular occafions. This gate is gurfd- 
cd day and night by a body of capoochces, or 
1 potters, under tile comKiand of a captain. A 
company of janizaries watch without the pataee, 

I • Lidj M. W. Montague Eijs, <Kvs ^\\\m feW 4'«lv.i"o'A 



74 THEVENOT S TnAVELS 

who are to give notice of any accideait. From 
the watch lowers on thewalU, information is like- 
wife fpeedily conveyed, of any veffds that have i 
hoftile appearance. 

la this feraglio are many ftatdy roams, adapS 
cd to^he various feafona of the year, liie ban- 
queting houfes, as they are called, have gcDerBllj' 
the luuft elevated fituations, and confequentl^ 
command the beft views. 1'he chamber where 
the fultan gives audience to foreign ambaflkdors, 
Hands in a court attorned with beautiful fbuo- 
tains, and is fnrniHied with rich carpets sitd 
crimfon velvet, embroidered with pearls and other 
cofily decorations. 

To cliefe lodgings of the fultan appertain fine 
gardens, repleuilhed with all forts of fruits and 
flowers, and ornamented with pleafant walks and 
marble fountains. The women alfo have their 
feparate apartments, in which the ful tana-queen, 
the foltanaa, and female fl.ives dwell. There ars 
likewife convenient rooins for the officers ueceflk- 
rily about the fultan's perfon, or fuch favouritei 
as he prefers. In Ihort, the feraglio is of fncb 
extent and magniticence, that it contains almoft 
every thing within itfelf that can contribute to 
utility, ornament, or pleafure. 

By the large and llately gate, which formt the 
entrance into the feraglio, we are conduftcd into 
a fpacious court, nearly a quarter of a mile 
fqnare. In this the baihaws and principal offi- 
cera may ride i and near the gate is a piazza for 
thelhelterof men and horfes. On the right fide 
19 an hoipital, exprefsly for the iil'e of ihofe that 
/aJJ lick in the ctinfines of the feraglio, who have 

eunuch, called Hr.rtc^ti \%ati,V'S^a^'^™^«^ 
C>n the kft fide aie jWts*,^" "*" 
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tlon of wood-and carriages, and over them x 
hall, replete with anticnt anoDur of vai-ious de- 
fcriptioiis, with which the foldiers are fiirni/lied 
when the grand feigniorjor the chief vizitr, make* 
a folemn procclSon through Cooftantiuople. 

Having paHed through this fpacious couri> yoa 
approach another gale of lefs dimeiilinns, but 
more coflly materials than the former. This gate 
has likewife a guard. From ihis we enler an- 
other court of great beauly, adorned with foun- 
tains and walks, rows of trees, and grafs plats 
railed ini and Hocked with anielopes. This court 
is about three hundred paces fquare, and has the 
walks neatly paved. Here none are allowed to 
appear on faorfeback, (avc the grand feignior. 
On both tides of the gate is an open gallery, 
where tlie military gnarJ*, boiU borfe and foot. 
Hand in their ranks, handfomely accoutered, when 
foreign ambafladors are admitred, or on other fo- 

; lemn occafions. On the left tide of this court, is 
a liable, capable of coniaining thirty-five horfcs, 
for the life of the fultnn alone, and over it are 
rooms for iheir furniture, which is extremely 

' brilliant and coftly. Adjoining the ftable are 
aparlmenis for the officers of the divan, or court 
€if ju^ice ; and clofc by, the chamber whire the 
<ii\an fiU, behind uhicb Is a gate thai leadH lo 
the women's lodgings. At ihe eklremily of ihia 
ttiim is the royal gate, cnnduQing to the fullaii'a 
priviitr apartmeutH, which cannot be entered by 
any but his attendants. Thii* gate is guurd'd by 
Ihc capce-aga, or chief chamberlain, and a com- 
pany of while eunuchs. The court is paved with 
white marble, wrought in mofaic, and adorned 
Willi cniions fountains. In iV ccwWe'w ■*.\4J*->;, 
vJtcre the grand leignior has a feat 'i\\^\wa.^^°'^ 
Hi ^ 
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his own recre.iiion. Here are tte chamber of 
audience ; a row uf fiiminer rooms, with ao afped 
towards (be fra ; a large hall ftanding on pillars; 
anri^by it the fiilian'M bed-chamber, the waUs of 
which are covtred with the fineft china ware, 
and the floors fpread with carpets of fiik and 
gold J the pofls of the bedftead are of JiWet, 
and tlic canopy, bolflers, mattrefles, and pallets, 
are all of cloth of gold. 

The divan fiufour times every week, namely,on 
Sundaysj Mondays, Tucfdays, and Saturdays, on 
which days the vizier-azem, or chief vizier, who 
is the fuprcme judge, and reprefents the fultani 
with all thefubordinate viziers and judges of dif- 
ferent deuomi nations, are to be in attendance by 
day-break. 

All canfcs are determined by the vizicr-azem, 
if he chufes to employ his prerogative j for the 

I balhaws only lilien to the proceedings, and never 
give an opinion, nnlefs it is aiked, which compli- 
ment, however, is frequently paid them for the 
lake of expedition. The kaimekao is prelidentf 
in the abfence of the vizier; but affairs of inn 
portaoce are generally poUponed till the lattct 
can attend to give judgment. . 

The petitioners fpeak for themie]ves, or requeft 
the a 111 fta nee of a chiatilh; for neither pleaders 

I nor attornieS are admitted. Having heard Ihcir 
fuits, the vizier either d<'cides in his individual 
cbarafler, orconfiihs with thebulhaws, and then 
gives fentence. This he ufually docs after dii»" 
ner; and then he repairs, on Sundays and Tusf- 
days, to the chamber of audience, to render an 
account to his ftibliraii highncfs of what bufineQ 

,^ ha^ fallen under his cogtiixawce. 

Somet'uues the grand feVsQiM '«'"i^- '^^ 
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oortie up to a little winJow, which commands a 
V of the divan, and liften to hear whut is go- 
_ oil. ThU obliges the chief vizier to aft with 
circurnlpeftioD and jiiltice while be fits in court, 
'i, at other times, it is faid, bis hiincls are ' 
o bribery; but as every thing is difpatcbed 
with prooiptitude, a bribe, though nut to bejiif- 
" ■ islefs fatal to the patties than the laws" 
delay in countries where the art of litigation is 
better underftood. 

When an ambalTailor from any great potentate 
is to kifs the grand feignlor's hand, the vizier af- 
femblcs a divan of all the grandees of the port, 
and all tlie cbiauthea, mutatiirrakas, fpahis, and 
janizaries, are ordered by their rel'peftive captains 
lo drefs Iheinfelves in Ihe beft Ilyle they can, and 
to take their ftatioii in the fecond court. The 
divan being likewife arranged in order, the chief 
vizier fends a chiaufli-balliaw, with many of his 
chiaufties on horfi'jack, to condufl: the ambafla- 
dor to the divan, where he is placed next to the 
vizier. The ul'ual compliments being pafTed, he 
is entertained at dinner, and then conveyed, by 
the imperial gate, with his rrtinue, lo an apart- 
I mem, where he waits till the fultan is ready to 
receive him. 

Meanwhile the ambaflador's prefeot is carried 
abouttbe fecond court in theligbtof allthepeople, 
and is then brought to the fultan, and the vizier 
fends the aiubaifador feveral vefts, which, by an- 
cient life, mufi be worn by flrangeis, when they 
are admitted to the royal prefcnce. Thelev*)!* 
are very rich, being fabricated of cloth of gold, of 
I fiurfa i but a prelent i% CKpeiaed for ihem far be- 
yond tJieir real value. 
; The aiab^iTddoT being propci\"j c^^i^^'V'?^' "*% 
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ctindaaeJ by ihe niallai- of ihe ceremonleB tokil 
the fultan's liantl, or, in faft, his haoging fleere 
which done, ihe ilTngomnii, or interpreter, dc 
dares the ambaflaiior'a coramiflion ; to which th 
grand feignior makes no reply; for it is not th 
etiquette to fpeak to a Chriftian ; but, addreffin, 
himrelf (o the chief Ti/.ier, refers all proceeding 
to his difcretion, nnd fa the ambatTador depatc 
bowing his head, but without uncovering it. 

All flmbaffadors are inainlained by the gran 
feignior, except thule frcira the republic of V( 
nice, during their abode at Conftantinopiq ; bii 
thoiigh there is a ftipnlated aliowance, it is fn 
qnently difficult to obtain the payment of it, firoi 
the veUality and corruption of the officers. 

All perfons who live in the feraglio are repu( 
ed the fultaii's (laves; as, indeed, are all the fub 
jefts of the empire ; for they acknqwlcdge, tha 
whatever ihey poflefs flows from his fpontaneot 
bounty, and ihat their lives aSd forfUnes are at 
folutely at his dirporal. 

In the fultan's court are many hundreds of wt 
men, yonng and old. His coocubines are ai 
young virgins, (iolen from foreign nations, an 
inftTufted in dancing, miilic, finging, and eti 
broidery ; in (hort, in every accompli fhment ca! 
cnlaled lo eaplivale nnd inflame. They are fci 
as prefi-iits by ihc Tartars, bafliaws, and otb{ 
great men, fo that their number is uncertain. 

The fe young wo;Tirr, on their being receive 
into the feraglio, are made Mahometans by lb 
following fimple cTemony : they are enjoind 
to hold up their finger, and to repeat, " tfaercl 
na god biit Gnd ahme, and Maliomet is the mJ 
icDger of God." vVfter this iW^ wce-iwroJ 
fy'sa ojc! vomnn, called Kahiya^iCa4avi,'LV« 



ttie Mother of the Mai Us, and then placed in a 
' room with tlieir ccjnals in age and difpofition. 

All the women kad a kind of monaftic lifej 
" but are indolged with la,rge apartmenia. Tbcir 
bedi are coarfe and hard, made of flockn, and 
near every tenth virgin lies an old woman [ 
while lamps are continually kept burning during 
the honrs of reft. 

They are provided with baths and fountains, 
for their health or pleafure; dine in company, 
and arc wailed on by other women, who arc at- 
tenliv? to 'all their wants. Part of their time 
tliey fpend in fewing, in learning the Turkifli 
language, in diveriion, or walking within the 
prefcribed limit 5. 

If any of them conceive by the fuUan, and 
tring forth his firft born Ton, flic is called fulla- 
Ea-tiHcen, anjl great fcafts and Ibleranities attend 
her nJvanccraent to this high diftjnttion. The 
nlhcr womefl, wh^bear him children, are limply 
ftyled fultanas ; bat (hould the Ion of the fuUana- 
queen die, the mother of the next in primogeni- 
ture i« promoted to the dignity of fultana-qneen, 
and Ihe former lol'es her rank. She ftill, how- 
ever, remains a I'uliana, and is treated with due 
diftinftion. 

In former times the grand fcignior was mar- 
ried to the queen with many ceremonies j but 
now ihc is acknowledged without any forma. 
Yet the mother of the heir apparent enjoys all 
the prerogatives of a queen, and has .1 guard of 
thirty or forty black euniichs, under the com- 
I mand of the kizlar-ag.i, who arc fubfetvient to 
■ her pleafure. The futiKnas arc nevw '^^wivM.sjSt 

toJeai'c the /er.iglio, unlefe in \.\\e ccwK^'i.wi'A- 
.-taeftdtaa: aod are never lean \3V\X. \>^ \V*vx"w.- 
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tuediHle Httt;ndants, who are black eiitinctis,-1 
have been deprived of every externa! diftinfl 
of fex. 

The fifiers. daughters, and aunts of the gr 
fcignior alio Jive within the walla of the feras 
Tintil the fiiltan Ihall be pleafed to difpoft 
them in matriage. They then coine forth, i 
lying a large cheft with tliem, full of rich ap 
rel, jewels, and money, to the value, it is laid 
thirty thoufaud pounds llerliag, betides v) 
they have been prevloiifly able to fave. 

Sometimes the grand feignior, in hia geoi 
fity, allows them to take with theiti twenty 
male flaves and as many eiinuchs, and be coi 
Dues the allowance they enjoyed in the feraj 
of one thoufand, or one thoufand five hund 
afpers a day ; befides furnifhing their houfes, 
even giving ibem one, when the huA>and Is 
properly provided in this refpefl. 

A3 for the hiilband, he is to give a bHl of dow 
of at lead one hundred thoufand chequ ins in I 
ncy, betides veils, jewels, and other ornamenti 
a great araouot. Being married, thefe royal 
males are allowed to coaverfe only with tt 
hufbandsj or witli their women; but they ge 
Tally prove domineering and imperious wii 
treating their hulbandswith indignity, and foE 
times, as an expreflion of their fuperiorily, tl 
will divorce them and take another. 

The other women grow old in the fcragl 
snd then are employed as governelTes to the toe 
ones ; or are fent to the old feraglio, which U 
ctleem molt tbrtunale ; be aule they may 
married from lltence with the confent 'of I 
laitireik, ari.d c.irr/ away tlic weattU 'ftwj Vi 
maaiTed, HilhtT, alio, oii iht liciaifc (A a, 



j^^^* AKD VOTAGB. 81 

I Ian, all the fultanas arc fcnt, except tbe ino- 
( tbcr of ilifi heir ; and if they have fdved plenty 
I of money, tliey freqneiitl/ marry to mm of goml 
cxmdilioii, wUh the »pprobation of the grand 
fdgoior. 

The women of the fcriiglio are puniflied very 

feverely for their faults or omiflions by their over- 

fcers; and if they prove incorrigible, diey are 

ii-nt by the fultan's order lo the old feragUo, and 

deprived of the greaieli part of their acriuifitjons. 

But if they are found guilty of infidelily to the 

fultan's bed, they are bound band and foot, and, 

being put into a fack, are thrown into the lea 

during the night. 

Tbe fcraglio may be properly termed the fcrai- 

'.nary, or nurfery, of ftalefmen and ofticers ; for 

i in it all of ibem receive their educatiou. There 

are ufually lis or feven h-undred youths, bom of 

Chriflian parents, who are picked np every three 

I years in the Morea and other parts, and fcnt here 

f forinUruftion. Thefe-innocentprilbnerB are taken 

from fuch' families as are fuppoled to pniTefs the 

noblcti fpiric and the mail warlike difpolition ; 

li »nd a« foon as they are brought into the fcraglio, 

tlicy arc circutncifcd, and brought up In tiie Ma- 

Jhometan faith. 

I At firftthey areput lo very mean employments, 

in the ftables, kitchens, and gardens, and other 

leuial occupations ; but afterwards, fuch as Iliew 

aptitude and delire for learning, are taught to 

td and write, and excrcifed in gymnallicand 

litary purfuits and amufements. 

When the grand feignior intends to make an 

.curfion, he is commonly accompanied by three 

ir four hundred of thofe yinrtVi?,, "«Vo \\'w^Nivi 

■ -ts, cany hie chcfls, ami ^icitoivn. ti^iiw fes\\t«.^ 
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for him. The boftangce-bafhaw always 4tt1»j 
confiderahic number of them with him, whea. 
is coinniandcd to put any perfon of diftinaioa 
death. By d^'grecs they are raifetl to places 
honour and profit, according to their talents a 
capacity; and not unfrequently, the perfon w 
has bt^gun his fervice in the liable, is promol 
to the flrft office in the empire. 

There is another defcription of youths cduc 
rd in the feraglio, called Ichoglanu, bat In 
more genteel lijie than the former. They ( 
carefully traiued up in learning, in (he kjui 
Jedge of the law, ard in military enerciica. 
the ancient iuftitnlions, (hcfe fhould always 
ChriHian renegadoes, and captives of the nob] 
perfons' families ; but when there is a diScu 
in obtaining qn aderjuate fupply of fuch, I 
chief chambLriain fometimea iniroduces nalu 
Wn Turks, of the beft afped and the moft p 
railing talci^tt.^ but this ia never done witfat 
' the fultan's coofect. Out of the young men. tl 
pcrfefled and completed in their education, ( 
leignior chufea bis agas aod bitlhaws. 

In the feraglio are slfo bulfoone, tumb]< 
mulicians, wrcftlcrs, and mutes. Thei'c laft i 
in great rcqueft; because ihc fulifln Ihinks it I 
neath his dignity to fpeak familiarly with any a 
and therefore hearnules himfclfwilh thofemat 
who, though deaf and dumb, will rer.fon and i 
courfeon anv fuhjcS by nods and (igns, atid^ 
deed fome oi" thcni are capable of wriiing v( 
feofibly, 

Belides the black eunuchs who attend the 1 

mea, there are white ones who aiiend the fait 

TXc chief of llieth is the capee-aga, ot chaub 

■"^ B-jto Ja ia the greateft auiViov'vi^ a.\>(«\j 
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fultan's pcrfon ; for he alone is allowed to fpeak 
Id him, to prelent petitions, to deliver mefljges, 
anil to be {■oiiHantly in his iraip, 

This perfon receives a falary of about three 
pounds Herling a day, befides many prefeni!? and 
perquifites of office. Ail the white eunuchs, in- 
deed, are in higli ciiimalion for ihdr juiigment 
and fidelity, iind are occafionally promuicd to 
places of great importance. 

The grand feignior's fona, by the queen, are 
brought up by ihemfelvea, under the care of fcleft 
Diirfes; aud if he has any otberfons by dilTerent 
fultauas, they are alfo kept apart; but till they 
arrive at fix or feven years of age, the children are 
allowed to vifit and to play together. They live in 
the care of the women till they are nine or ten 
years of age : at fourteen they are circumcifed 
with great pomp and ceremony. 

The education of the young princes is fedu- 
loufly attended to[ but that of the princcfles is 
little regarded. The heir appare^il is foroelimes 
appointed to a principal government; but he is 
watched with great vigilance and jealoufy; and it 
retjuirea the greatefl prudence, on his part, to ef- 
cape the imputation of difobedienoe or rebellion, 
which would infallibly involve him in ruin. 

The old feraglio was built by Mahomet 11. 
when he took Conllantinople, and was intended 
for his own palace. It is a noble ftrudure, about 
three quarters of a mile in compafs, and is fur- 
rotinded by a high wall. It has only one gate, 
which is made of iron, and well guarded by white 
eunnchs. None but women and eunuchs refide 
here, and it has been already racntiowid oi WsslV 
defcrJpfion ihe former are, Tht^ M&\i.vii« '&«»^ 

tjiipeha tendance of an oldwomaa. 'S.V«.^'oS.'-»w»-i. 
. esv^ 
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cvefl in tliis place, keep up a conliderable'dep^ 
of fplendor; l>ut (hey afe niuch eclip&d by Ihofe 
of die fame rank in tlie iiew icraglin. Howeircr, 
JD this place, Bi has been already obferved, tliey 
Aand forae chnnce of obtaining a huibaod, and 
therefore, a removal to tbe old feraglio U not 
much dreaded. The fultan never comes here, 
unlefs to vifil any of his rel.itious, or when he 
wantsamufemeiit and change of place. 

Conftmitinople abounds in private feragUos; 
but none of them make iny cxteraal figure, left 
the jealouly of government Ihould be excited 
flgainft ibcirowners. Moft of Ihf gratidecs keep 
a number of women; but as the laws of their pro- 
pliel allow this, the pradlice meets willi no par- 
ticular notice, unlefs when thereisadifplay of too 
inucb pomp and oAent^lioit. 

The hollies in this city are ali of wood, and in- 
diftcrenily bnlU. They are vcr>' fiibjett to UrM 
from ihc naiarc of their materials, aril the qaie- 
leliiiel'n of the iuliabitaiits, who are almoft incef- 
fantlyfmokiiig tobacco, and little regardful where 
the fpiirks from their pipes fall. 

The (irciW.are crookied and narrow, and lie very 
uneven. In fliort, wi|h the moll charming fiiu-, 
aiion in the wwld, Cfeiiflautiuople Jeiives IJttlo 
importance from the lalie or llyle of its private 
buildings. 

Gal.iia, l.Iie:foburlj qf this city, is fi parated from 
it by the port. It has fome good honles, and isa 
pretty large place. . Many Greeks anil Franks Utc 
here, who have fevcral moiiaficries and churches, 
Gitlatit has the belt and dieapeft £fli market in 
the ii-orif), Tije GreeTis are the tavciniKfecpen 
here, and the Tcrks tVora ConfianUTvtj^ (n- 

'tl/ xelbrt 10 theiUi but tjicj aii;\e\'j.&Sa- 
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greeSble gnefts when they become inebrtateJ, aj 
fiieir natural ferocity and pride then dilplajf 
tlicrafelves wilhnac difgaife. 

At Caflumpallia is tliearfcnal for building gal- 
>leys and Ihipit, and a large Riagazine for armx fill''- 
ficient to furnilli fisty thouftnd men. Tiie ad- 
miral likewife lodges here, and a f]>adou3 bagnio 
is ufed 89 a receptacle for the grand feigtiior'i 
llave-i, of whom there are many thoufands, who 
live very mifcrably. This town is divided from 
Galala only by a cemetery. 

Beyond Galata lies Pera, a large town which is 
likewife feparated by burying grounds. In lhi« 
place generally refide the ambaffadors from the 
ChriJiian powers. The honfes are high and hand-. 
fome, and are chiefly occupied by Greeks, Over 
againll the feraglio, on the right fide, fiands the 
topbana, or foundery of guns and artillery, Thefe 
fuburbs have all delightfuL views, and avp. prefer- 
able to ConHanlinople, both for falnbrity and 

Croffing the fea, on the Afiatic fide ftands Scu- 
tari. It is a large town, and contains a royal fe- 
j nglto and fine gardens. A lilile lower lies Chal- 
CedoD, which has already been defcribed. 

Prince's Ille, which is ahoQl four hours fail 
from Conllaiilinople, enjoys a pure air, and ia 
veil fitiiated for the trade of the Thracian Bof- 
phorus, or Black Sea. ThisiHand is about twelve 
miles long, and contains tnaoy ftately houfes and 
beamiful gardens. 

At the mouth of the Bofpbonis is a rock about 
.£fty paces from the land, where ftands a pillar of 
^hite^iarble, faid lo be raifed b^ towi-^ -^^ 
..Creat. to commemorate lus v'l&ovv o'ncT"Nt\'Cox'*i^ 
tbles., Ofcragaipft this rock.ou liifc "t>3sas;^«^ 
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fide, U the villnge of Panare, whrre a ligTif-l 
is rrefled, to warn velTcU agLiirft ihe rocks 
other dangers of the navigation. 

TheTwks are a jicrlhiialile people, and ii 
neral are blelTed with found robull cunftituc 
Their habit is well adapted to fet off the g: 
fulnefs of their form, and to cover all defefls, 
did they exift. KckI their Ikin ihcy wear a 
of drawers, nnd over them a fliirt and dolii 
reaching dowo to the heels like a clofc-bc 
caffoc, made of l":itin, tatFcta, or other fine 
This they gird about them with a fafli or lei 
belt, adorned wi th gold or filver buckles. 

At their girdlers they commonly wear two 
gcTf, with highi)f ornamented handles, accoi 
to iheirrauk, and a pouch for tobacco. Ove 
doliman they throw a. feredg, or night-g 
which in winter is lined with rich furs. T 
ftockings are of cloih, and the feet are foci 
red or yellow lealheifewed to them. Their; 
are of the fame colour, and are made in thc- 
of flippers. 

They cover their heads with a critnfan v 
cap, about which ihey wreath a white or red 
ban, many ells long, and by the fafbion o£ 
appendage thequality of the wearer is known 

On forae occasions the janizaries wear a fei 
or cap of ceremony, which haogs down be 
and has a pipe of gitt leather before, reacbii 
the middle of their foreheads. 

The attire of the females of CouftanlinopI 

a peculiar air of grandeur and magnificence 

far furpafles the drcfs of the other women oJ 

coantry. Their tarpoua, or head-drefs, is 

pofed of many handkerchiefs ot \BnQtt» «J 

^roagbt with gold ami &V\m, t^au^ci-w 



of precious fioncs, and fet off with flowers, 
' Tliis they put on and off wiiliaut difcompofing 
t!ie arrangement; and after wearing it ibniedaj'i 
in one form, they turn it into another falliioa 
with great laftc. It is, however, fo heavy, that 
nothing bat cuHom andfailiion could recoQcilo 
them to cany lueh a lortd on their heads. 

Their external veftment is a while gown, edged 
at the bottom with gold lace and fringes, and in 
cold weather lined with furs, according to the 
"ability of the wearer. Tlie ladies of the feraglio 
fometimes adorn their heads with a calpak, or fur 
cap i and others with a round platine, after the 
■ manner of tlic Jewifh women, with a pluaie oa 
I'-cach lide, and pendants in their ears, 
I The Turks fhave their beads, obferving that tha 
I devil ncfiles in long hair ; but they fuffcr their 
'beard and muftachcs to- grow; and a fine beard 
is reckoned a principal ornament, as to take a 
I (Dan by It is the grolleft affront. Their ufual oath 
I is by the beard of iheir father, and fometimes by 
thai of the grand feignior. 
I The ufual faliUalion is by laying their hands 
I on their breaft, genily bo'iring, and repeating, fe- 
(■lamcon aJeicoro, that is. Peace be with you; and 
f the perfon faluted returns the fameanfwer. This 
MDode of faUitation is very ancient, as we find it 
pientioned in the Scriptures. The left hand is 
jBioft honourable in the opinion of the Turks, be- 
caufe it is the fword lide ; fo that the Turks and 
pbriftians, though neither will give pi'ecedence to 
he other, agree very wdl in walking, from liiia 
Siverlity of opinion. 

I The Turks have frequently recourfe to ba^.tl!.'^^> 
Bolh as a religlaas rite, and for \\\t ^^Vc olVt'sWa- 
ad deanUneii. In the Xaisc Va-wa^ >CQKxe.«'* 
■ 1 la «>s=^ 






., and fcarcely a Village i! 
They are all built after 
the fame model, differing only in fize and oroa- 
ment. Belbre the men gn into theiu.they take caro 
to be clean fbaved, and thofe who have Tervacls, 
employ them in rubbing their bodies before and 
behind, to Increafe the elafticity. When infi 
mental (having is inconvenient, they remove 
^bair by the powder of acertainherb.namedrufi 
which, being mingled -with time and hot wai 
Las a fpeedy effedt. In Malta, orpiment is ufed 
for the fame purpofe. 

Having bathed, the fervant wipes them clean 
Bndijry.andafliftsthem indreifing, Theexpenco 
of a bagnio is two atpera for the ufe of the pro- 
prietor, and as many for the attendant. The 
poorcft perfon, male or female, goes to the bath 
at leaft once a week. The women go in by them- 
felves, and are attended only by women. It is a 
heinous offence for a man to enter the bath where 
women arc. Piirfons of diliinflion have baths in 
their own houfes, for the accommodation of their 

The Turks have no fiimptiions entertainmentB; 
but are eafily falisfied in this rcfpeft. Their 
fauces require no elabftratc cookery, being com- 
poffd of oil and pepper, itc.at once. The Ufusl 
food is pilau, which is rice boiled with a pnllct, 
a piece of mutton, beef, or thelikej and, whco 
meat is wanted, with butter. Theirbread isligbt 
but coarfe, baked flat like our faifcoit. lollead of 
a table they ufe a carpet of Turkey leather on the 
ground, called a fofra, and fitting down crofs- 
legged, eat their food wuh a kind of wooden 
I J/ioons. la the room of napV\r\s&t-j\ia.sti\snv't 
li/ue cloth cart rouRd ibeir taV>\e. 
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Water ts the cnftomary driak, bnraoC; wise it 
forbidden by the Alcoran ; but the boo-vinnta 
Jfcy it is 3 counfel rather than a pr=cep(, and lb 
drink it plentifully; but few Tcnlorc to do ibn ra 
public, except the janizaries, or fiKh » are regard- 
lefs of charader. They nercr mliygle mier wilb 
their ^rint^, aSd ridicule the Cbrifiiaiis fisr chb 

Wine is plentiful at Coaflaniicoplc. ami all 
over the Archipcla^; but tbf prwrer ^£3 of 
people drink a liquor made of bariey and miHrt, 
lomewhat like beer, tbougb left gntcfol 10 lAe 
talle. Large palatlotu ofdui wiU haicaalnefac^ 
ating efFea. 

Co&ee is drank at atl hotm of the in; if is 
edcemed good for the bead-acli, and to keep 
down vapours front the brain; it oornfon* the 
Aomach ; promotes digeftion ; and, ia the opi- 
nion of fome, is a fpecific far ,'tp«^ sU on* 

The maflers of the coffee-hoofei in Tatkef 
m-iiDtatu inuficjans, to fn'otain iboi' goefti am 
lure llraugcrs in. Sherbet b alio msch u> vAr 
and is a very pleafani tiqnor. It i* iku^ in E0pC 
of fngar, lemon-juice, molk, amhrr^eaie^ jmI 
rofe- water. 

The recreationsoflheTarkiare nibrrpolfive 
than adive. Tbeydoze, H-coke a pipe afvJbaeotf 
or play on the tambour, a kind of hu^. of no foy 
captivating founds. 1'htf laogfa at 1^ FflmSft 
as Europeans in georral arc (erinnl. ft^r waftiag 
backwards and forwards, and fetline aatixmif 
place merely to retnro again. TiKjKoi^Vtvili**- 
tainlbm£Tiefii»-i|faconTCT(afiQO,rt«t»/«»^'»i 
tablet, gr£auiuJuai»tH^:^isai;^g^<^sit^** 
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play for money or any thing of valae, in v1qc& 
quality Uiey defervc imitaiion and praife. 

The miliiaryatnufeineDisiirefliooiingat marki 
or butts with bows and arrows, darting the za- 
gaye, fliooling with an harqiiebufe, and running. 
The common people tak« greal deligiit in puppet- 
fliows, which are fumettmes lliilfully naanaged, 
though in a ftyle different from oure. The ac-^ 
compaiiying muCc is pretty, but the airs aro in- 
delicate, and the dancing pofiurea lafcivlous. 

Th« Tiiikifh language Is a primitive tongue; 
and though not very copious, is grave and plea- 
fant, and, witli forae additions from the Pcrfian 
and Arabic, becomes fufEcieotly rich and elegant. 
The Turks, however, are not much addifted to 

I learning; yet ihey have dodors who explain an4 

I interpret the laws. 

With regard to the religion of this country, the 
principal artidr of faith is. That there is but one 
God, nnd Ihai Mahomet is the Mcilenger of God. 

I As to the comm.mdments, the Turks reduce them 
to five. I. To pray live times a day. U. To fafl 

I jn lent, or the ramadan, as they diftinguilh it. 

I III. T" give alms and perform works of charity, 

I IV. To goon a pilgrimage to Mecca. V. To keep 
the body clean. Four other points are reckoned 

I of importance, though not of abfoluteneceflity to 

ifalvation. To keep Friday a fabbath; to be cir- 
cumcifcd ; to diiuk no wine ; and to abllaiti from 
fwiaes flefb, or things Itrangled. 
They confefs the incfficacy of prayer, unleft 
they firft firmly relblve to forgive their enemiea. 
For ihia reafon they never let a Friday pafs with- 
out bringing about a i:ccoi:ic\Yvat.\oTi-, atvd from 
tJ)iii practice and belief ante l\ia(. Wt^^-j towiw^ 
^d peace, h prevakuL a^v.ons W^eHk-i'LYa. 
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I "Wliere iheir theological affumptioBs are Co few 
jnd fo fimplc, and where, in coiileijiience, Aich 
flret'a is laid on good works, there we may espeCt 
-jto Teethe dudes of humanity cultivated in an ef- 
pecial manuer j and if the difference of religious 
feniiments will rot permit ub to regard thfin aa 
brcihren in the fame faith, we fhall be obliged to 
allow them at leaft the charaSer of being .good 
Samaritans. 

, We ate told that, independent of private alms, 
there is no nation which expends more upon pub- 
lic foundations than ihe Turks, Even tbofc who 
have but a moderate fortuoe, frequently leave 
'Something after their death, to maintain a perfon 
whole bufinefs it is to fupply travellers with water, 
■s they pafs the places of their fepultnre. Tliey 
;j»ifit llie fiek and the prifoners, and relieve them 
to the beft of their judgment and abilities; Dor 
tje. they inattentive to the wants of thofe whom a 
^(hful nicety. of feeling k-eeps fecluded from the 
World. How many families may be found in 
jTurkey, who have been ruined by conflagrations, 
(ind reftored by charitable contributions! They 
lieed only prefent ihemfelv&s at the doors of the 
jDofquea, and tbey are fare to attraiS regtird, 
ilven the peftileece docs not prevent them from 
jviliting their neighbours, or untie (be bands of 
nature and fociely. , In a word, the Turks are the 
nioA charitable people on eartbi and the princi- 
file of doing good is not confined to private bene- 
fcleiice, but extends to works of public utility, 
^e highways, the bridges, the mofques, the hatha, 
and the hofpilals, all bear inconleiUblc evidence 
Id the force of b religious perfualiou o^CTitvvL-j^sio. 
ibeir caida&. 
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The neigh bo uriiood joins together to CTe& 
bridges, where necelTaryj and lo render llic roads 
pleaiant and fate. Tlie workmen take no hire; 
but find labourers and raafons gratis for liiefeveral 
forts of work. Even in the middle of towns, 
pitchers of water are commonly placed at the 
doors of hoiifeafor llie convenience of paflengersj 
and fome honeft mulTclmeii, during the heat of 
the fummer, fcreen tbcmfelves under tempora- 
ry fheds on the roads, and invite the weary to 
repofe with them, and to partake of refrelliments, 
The very beggars, who are not numerous, cany 
their charity to fuch an extreme, that they give 
their fuperfluities to fuch as are poorer or lc& 
fuccefsfiil in begging than ihemfelves. 

The Mahometans, indeed, arc faid to extend 
their humane attentions even to animals and 
plants. They believe this is plea fin g to Cod; 
fince men, who will Tjfe their reafon, may lake care 
of ihemfelves, but animals liaving only inllinft to 
guide them, are espofed to wants which they have 
not powers to guard a.gainft. In many tovras 
they fell viftual-f Ht the corners of ftreeta to give 
to the dogs i and fome even carry their attention 
ib tar, as to have tiiem cured of their wuundi. 
Out of mere devotion, they will provide tlie fe- 
males, which are ready to whelp, with ftraw and 
flielter for tliemCclves and their puppies. , 

In this country it would fcarcely be credited, 
thai there are endowments in Turkey, regularly 
fettled by will, for maintaining a certain numljct 
of dogs and calSj lb many days in the week; yet 
this is commonly done, and there are people at 
Con/lantmople paid to fee ttial \.\ia Aoawt's Inten- 
fyonsareeKecuied. TKe b\.\tc\ieK ai\i"Qa\K«»it^ 
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fbt Turks have a nalnral averfion to thefp. ani- 
mals, and feldom admit ihem into their houles, be- 
caufe they liiink they infefl the air.andfpread per- 
tilenlialdiforders. Cats, however, being naturally 
very cleanly and grave in their habitudes, are en- 
deared to the Turks by a fimilarity of difpolition. 

The more devout among the Mahometans, 
water plants from a charitablemotive; and culii- 
vale the earth where tliey grow, that they may 
thrive the better. In doing fo, they believe that 
they a& in a nianner agreeable to God, who is the 
creator and preferver of all things. 

In the foregoing det:\iU, fliould the pifture of 
charity appear to be overcharged, by the feeling* 
of a man who found much benevolence and hu- 
manity where he did not espeft them, ftill the 
fa& muft be allowed from the concurrent teQinao- 
py of others, that the Tnrks are a moll humane 
and charitable race. 

They appropriiite to themfelves the name of 
Mofleinim, which has been converted into Muflel- 
man, fignifying perfous who profefa the doArlnea 
of Mahomel. The^alfo term tliemfelvea Sonnites, 
or ob fervors of thcor^l traditions of Mahomet and 
hU thi'ee I'ucceflbrs ; and True Believers, in oppo^ 
lition to tbePerfiana and others, the adherents of 

Aii. 

The chief ecclefiaftic i s the mnfii, whirh mi-ani' 
an eipDunder of the law; and his office is offuch 
dignity, that when lie comes irto cgitrt, the em-* 
peror himfelf riles fror,! his tlirone and advances 
feven fieps to meet him. He alonp has the ho- 
nour of killing the fiilfan's left Ihiiulder; -. Lilc 
ihe grand viiier, with a more profound mii'^va.- 
Jiop of the bodyj kilTea on\v <Wei tisfi '^'i "^'"^ 's^'^' 
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pcror's veR, who advani^eg only ihrce fleps wlia 
he grants an andicni^e. 

The law requires that tlie mufti iliould be coa 
fulled oD all emergencies, particuiarly in tliof 
relating to peace and war; but time hns IcITenei 
the reverence for his c!iara6ter, and the pcculia 
regard now ihewn him, is rather matter of fan 
than obligation; for were he to give a difagree 
able interpretation of the law, or prefume to tra 
vcrfe the emperor's defigus, he would be infiaQtl| 
depofed, aod his place fupplied by one of a mor 
flexible difpolition. On convi£lion of trealbn c 
any other citpital crime, be is put into a mortal 
kept for that purpoie, iind pounded to death. 

Bufching obfervea, that as the mufti of th 
Turks may be compared to the pope, Co a cada 
lillier, who is a fecular perfon, is not very dilH 
miiar to a patriarch : n mola aiifwers (o an arch 
bifljop; a cady, who is a layman, to a bilhop^aiii 
an iman to a prieft. 

The Turks have alio their convents and monkj 
under the general appellation of dervifcs, th 
chief of which are the bektalki, raebelevi, cadri 
and fegati, whofe forms of worfliip confift chicfl' 
in religious dances. 

At prcfent the Mahometans avoid all appc 
ance of propagating their religion by fire.i 
fword; and the Chriftiana, of various feftg, -vt 
refide among them, enjoy full liberty of o 
ence, and much greater tranquillity than amJ 
fomc who ftyle themrdvrs ChtilVrans. 

The patriarch of Conlbniinople is a 
nf ihe Greek church in this part of the ^ 
Hei.i chofen by the neighbouring archhiHioptl 
aciropoUlans, and ctmlitmeii inVus S\?.r;rt-j ^T 
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spprobation of the fultan or grand viiicr. The 
patriarch's (itimtioii is tuoA rel'pefiable: he is the 
head and director of the eafteni church. His rc- 
veDue amounts to no lefs than one hundred and 
twenty tboufand guilders, one half of wbich, how- 
ever, he is obliged to pay to ihe poote, by way of 
annual tribute, c\clu^ve of fcveral prefenis. 

Subordinate to the patriarch are feventy arcb« 
bifljops and mctropolitam, and a much more con- 
liderable number of bilhopt. The Amniniani 
have many churuhes in this country : die Jewi and 
Catholics have likewift the free exercifc of their 
religion; und the Swedes have been indulged wi tit 
permilUoD to build a Lutheran church at Conllan- 
tinople. 

Tliough the Turks are far from being a learned 
people, they are not without their fchools, colleges 
and feminaries) but they are neither well con* 
dud^ nor much frequented. For a long time 3 
printing prefs was not allowed to be ereSedi aiid 
printers arc now permitted to publilb only worki 
ou fcicnti fie or general fubjc6b. 

Literature, however, is not lb rare among the 
Greeks, who have not only fchoals fur Intruding 
childrenin the principles ofreligion, but alfofome 
univcrfities. The flate of learning, however, wa» 
once more flouriftiing among the Greeks; but it 
muft be admitted that they labour under every 
difadvanlage, both of government and religion; 
. and without freedom, aodevcn encouragement, 
fcience will never be cultivated with fuccefs. 

The Ottoman gnvernment feems to be well cha- 
raflerized by M. Tournefort. in the fubfeijuent 
paiTiiges, which will prove how neccffav^ \s.»v.5» 
difcriniiaalG Oelweta ibc tuy«Gifi.ta.V »».*w '^*' 
^■^''- -CosS 
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Tliofe, fays he, who do not reflefl Oatteoft^ 
gill of this empire, difccrn at fiill fight, that the 
Turkifli government is extremely fevcre and al- 
niolt tyrannical; but if we conUder that it began 
in war, and that the firll Otlomans were from 
father to fon, the moft formidable conqocrore of 
their age, we Ihall not be furprifcd ihat they li- 
rnited their power only by ibcir will. Could it 
be expeflcd* adds he, ths t princes, who owed their 
greatnefsfolely to their own arms, Ihould divcft 
tliemfelves of their right of contjueft in favour of 
their Haves } It is natural for an empire founded 
in a time of peace, and the people of which elefl 
their own cliietj to be mild and gentle, and the 
authority of it may in a manner be Ihared and 
dividedi but Uie firll fultans owed their promo- 
tion entirely to their own valour, and being ai^- 
ated by maxims of war, afie^ed to be implicitly 
obejcd, to punifli with feverity, and to keep their 
fubjeSsina flate of inability to revolt — in a word, 
to be ferved only by perfons who flood indebted 
to them for their fortune, whom they could ad- 
vance without jealoufy.i^ndcrulh without danger. 

This much may fulfice as to the maxims oA 
which this empire was firft founded, and &i\l 
fubfifts; the efleas of it will not be difficult t© 

Though the Turks, fays Tournefort, imagined 
that God had endowed with prudence and other 
neceflary talents, thole whom ihe fultan raifes to ' 
principal employmenis ; yet experience often tcf- 
tifies the contrary. What capacity can pages pof- 
fefs, who are trained up among eunuchs, who dlf- 
ciplinc them with the ballinado? Would it not 
be belter to promote youth by degrees, in an «oi- 
p/rc where no regard h ^aid to birth f Befidea. 



tlicfe officers pafs at one ftep, from a flate of the 
Wnwift uneafiiiels and coiiftraint, to fucii an ex- 
tiaordinaiy elevation, iLat ii is impofiible tlieir 
paliions fhoutd not precipitate th«ni into rafhnefs) 
and yet they are intrnfied with the government 
of the moil imporinnt provinces, PoUeliing nei- 
ther abilitieK nor experience to perform ibedulies 
cf iheir charge, they delegate their power lo de- 
puties, who are cotnmouly plunderers on their 
own accouDl, or fpies of the grand vizier on the 
conduit of their fuperior. 

Thefe new governors alfo are obliged to have 
recourfe to the Jews; for as (hey have no pro- 
perty when they quit the (eraglio, they appiy to 
ihofe univerfal ufurers, who frequently lead them 
into all manner of rapine and extortion. The 
Jews, terrified left they flionld lofe their property 
by the denth or difgracc of the bafl^aw, never 
ccafe to teafe him till the debt is paid ; and of 
necefiity he robs the people to get rid of thcit 

Under fiich circutnflanceK, it is evident that 
notlii ng can bo permanent at the Ottoman Portt^ 
and chat it is a wheel inceflantly turningi 

The dominion of the fuli^n extends over con- 

fideriible portions of the three quarters of the old 

■world. His titles, according toiheeuftom of the 

ealtt are very prolix and magnificent, as will ap- 

I pearfrona the fubfequent fpeciraen. " We, the 

I ierrant and lord of the moft honoured and bleOed 

I ciliei, the venerable houfes and facred places be'' 

I ("ore which aJl nations bo-w; of Mecca, which God 

I delights to honour; of the refplendent Medina, and 

■ ihehfilycity of Jernfalem; of tbeiiDperial aiidde- 

m firable cities of Conftantinople, Adrianople, and 

m Buria, ryuperorj ailb of Babylon, DaTOalcMSitA'iifc 



98 TIIBVENOTS TRAVELS 

fragrant, Paradifc, and the incomparable Egyptf 
of ;ill Arabia, Antiiwh, Aleppo, and mitny other 
mcmirable .tiid «■ lebrated places, citici, and faiiJi- 
ful vallal*, emperor ; emperor of eniperora j the 
moll gracious aud all powerful filltan, &c." 

The TurkiOi arms are a crefcent. In the riglit 
of fuccelBon, no regari is paid to age or birtii- 
right, it being futScient if they cuaiiue their 
eleftions to the Ottoman family ; but women arc 
excluded from the throne. Though the govcra- 
- meat, however, is purely monarchical and de- 
fpotic, yet, if the empernr is negligent in i ndulg- 
iog the humours of the people, and inatteniive 
to the janizaries, he is not only in danger o£ be- 
ing depofed, but murdered. 

The money current at Conilantinople is the 
mauguar, which is half a quadrin, copper ooin ; 
and fis of them make an afper, a little piec-e of 
filver, fl>mped witTi the grand fcignior's aiime, 
and worth about three f^trthingi fterliiig. The 
ifolelte is valued at fifty-five alpers. The aflani, 
which la ImprelTed with a lion, is worth eighty 
afpers ; and the piaftre, or picade, ninety. The 
Turkilh chequin ii worth two piaftres, and the 
Venetian two piaflrea and ten afpcra. 

Their weights are the quirat, which is ftrar 
grains, and fixteen of them make a dram; the 
medical Is one dram and a half; and twdvs 
drams make an ounce. The rotte conGO.s of 
twelve ounces ; the oque is three rottes, or four 
hundred dramsj and the cantar is one hundred 
sod fifty rottes. 

As a fpecimen of the iraperioui and alTuraing 
Hj-Ie u/'ed by the Cu\la.u's, 'Nt fc'o^u^^v i larteli 
eqti;il!v iiifolent and c\\Tavae,aTv\-, ^cas. ^yj ^fia. 
'jt'i J. t9 the Empetoc JAaTti™"^**^ V\. 
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" By the connivance of tlie grace of God in 
fceavcn, we, Soliman, god on cartli, great and 
fublime emperor of all liie world, lord, mafier, 
and difpofer of all the followers of Chrifl; wc 
fend aod declare unto thee, Maximilina, indigna- 
tion, naisforlutie, and infidelity to thee and thy 
princes, fuhjeSs, and adfaerenta. 

" Wc, moreover, give ibee to Icnow, that we, 
by the fnflerancc of ihe great God, fljled on 
earth the perpetual and univerfal god, moll 
mighty emperor, fol<hn of Babylon, lord of Ar- 
menia, the mightieft in Perfepolia and Nnmidia, 
the great auxiliary of God, prince in Barbary, 
even to the mountains of Acbaia ; king of kings, 
from the meridian to the poles, from the rifing 
of the fun to the fetting thereof, the firft and 
chief placed in the paradife of Mahomet, the 
fconrge of Cbriftendom and Chriftians, keeper 
and defender of the fcpulchre of thy God cruci- 
fied, the only viflorious and triumphant lord of 

' ell the World, and of all circuits and provinces 
thereof: thou, Maximilian, who ftylefl thyfelf 
king of our kingdom of Hungary, we will vilit 
thee for that caule, and make (hee acquainted 
with oar flrength of thirteen kingdoms, coUeflcd 
ioto one hundred thoufand horfe and foot, pre- 
pared for war, with all the power of Turkifli 
munition, fuchas ihou nor any of thy fervanti 
have fcen, heard, or had knowledge of; and this 
even before thy chief city of Vienna. 

" We, Soliman, god on earth, in defiance of 
thee, thy adherents and abettors, do, with our 

' warlike flrength, pronounce and intend thine ai'd 
their uiler deflruflion and i\e^o^M\aV\citv Hi-^ «>ic!^ 

■ incang we can devifc. And \\iia N«.ft-A"*fi&i ^^ 

lAcq, that thou and thy m\teia\Ac-^^^ '^^ 
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'' prepare for death or ruin, Witb us it ii dptev 

' [niiied, by iIk* hands of our janizaries, to ravagi 
ptid fpoii ihee, anil all ihy German kingdom 
aod provinces. Tliis mifcry we have denounced 
sgainft tlice and thy princes. Have thou no 

, doubt but we will come, 

" Dated in the year of our reign forty-feven, 
in the city of Conlianlinople, from which we did 
e\pel thy predecelTors, their wives, children, and 
friends, and made them ciiiferable Oaves and cap* 
lives." 

All thefe tumid menaces, iiowever, evaporated 
in fmoke. Solimaii, it is true, made vart prepa- 
rations to invade Hungary with a powerful army, 

^ itnd adually invetied the city of Sigeth, on tho 
frontiers of Sclavonia, which was defended bj 
Count Serini at the head of a numerous garrifon. 
But Soliman died of a malignant fevrr befooa 
the place could be reduced. The vizier, however, 
continued the liege, and the place was defeaded 
to the laft extremity by the gallant Serini, who, 
finding it impoHible longer to withftand tbs fuiy 

i of the aflailants, made a fally with his garrifoo. 
imd was ilain with all his followers. 

The vizier having entertained hia foMiers -with 
the fight of Serini's head on a pole, afterwardi 
fent it to Count Salni, who then commanded at 
Raab, together with this laconic epiftle: "In 
token of my love, 1 fend ihee the head ot a moft 
refolute and vailiant commander, ihy iHcnd. Tho 
rell of bis body I have decently buried, as bccams 
iiich a man. Sigeth bidd tlie farewel forever." 

But to return to our traveller. Thevenol left 
Conftantinople in 1656, and failed in a laifjue to 
Moutagna, iVom whence he rode to Burfa, the 
J'rHJia'oiaati<]a.ily,3.a<X itftnwtiogolisof thea^• 
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cicnt kingdom of Bythinia, and vhich was the 
capital city of the Turkifti empircr in the reign of 
Orcan, the foh of Ofmsn the firft fultan, who 
took it in the feven hundred and iwenty-fixlh 
year of the hegyra ; but it was afterwards taken 
iirom Bajazet by Tamerlane. 

This city llands abouL len miles from Mount 
OlympuSj in a pleafant ^Ination, and abounding 
in water, A ftream runs throrgh the town, fo 
hot as to boil ao egg, and fevernl bagnios are 
fupplied with ila water, \vhich is faid to be a fo- 
vereign cure in many diJcrders incident to man. 

From Burfa he proceeded to Smyrna with the 
caravan, carrying, as ufnal, the ncceflary fuppHes 
with them ; for nothing is to be met with on the 
road, fave water. 

Bnrfa is a large town, and well inhabited both 
by Turks and Greeks ; but is neither remarkable 
for beauty nor ftrcngtb. It is guarded by a 
caftle, near whith is an ample amphitheatre, 
where Polycarp, the difciple of St. John and 
bilbop of Smyrna, fuffered martyrdom. The port 
ii fmall; but the road in fpadous and fafe. By 
the road ftands the ciiftom houfes of the con- 
fills, mertJiants, and Franks, who have, for the 
luofl part, a door in iheiT dwellings communicat- 
*ng wilh the fea. 

Belides Turks, Chriftians of various denomina- 
tions have fixed their refidence here. The fnr- 
roiinding country is rhampaign and fertile, 
abounding in olive trees snd gaidens. All the 
fieceffaries of life are abundant, and the wine is 
moll escellent. This country, however, is fub- 
jt& to earthquakes, which frequently do im- 
menfe damage; but fuch are the local advan- 
tages of iiuilHj that tliey avc C'i>e.'i.i\Vj i^t-iiA. 
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The fnramer air would be cxcdiivdy hof, ■were 
it not moderated by a breeze from the north, 
which blows regularly every day, and tcraperalei 
ihe heat. 

Smyrna ia a place of great antiquity, and is 
faid to bave been Ibunded by the amazon of the 
fame name. Moft European nations have fafio- 
riea here for the convenience of trade, as it is 
one of the moll commercial places in the Levant. 

The chief commerce conlilis in raw and Per- 
lian (ilks, grograma, and cotton. The Engtilh 
faiSory confifts of eighty or one hundred perlVins, 
moft of them younger fons of refpeftable families, 
vho are apprenticed to fome Turkey merchanli 
for feven years, three of which they fpend in 
Europe, to underitand their mafter's concerns, 
audare then fcnt for the remainder of their term 
to negotiate in thcfe parts, for which they arc 
allowed a certain fum per cent. Jf they are in- 
duftrious and attentive, they not only live gen- 
teelly, but in due time become opulent. 

From Smyrna onr traveller proceeded to Ephe- 
fus, aboat fourteen or fifteen leagues diftant. In 
the way i^ a village, called Sedequi, about three 
leagues from Smyrna. It is very delightfolly fi- 
tuated, and on this account many of the E«ro- 
pean favors have their country hoiifes here, to 
which they retire, by way of changing the fcenc, 
or to enjoy the djverlion of hunting. 

Ephelus, once fo fatnous, is now only a con- 
fnfed heap of rubbilh, demojifhed w:il1s, and 
broken columns. The part, which is (till inha- 
bited, is bounded on the eaft by a large plain, 
which extends to the Archipelago^ and on every 
other fidn by high hills. 
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The mod remarkable ftruftiire In this town is 
the old church of St. John the flvangelift. The 
Turks have converted it into a molijuej and add- 
ed a minnret, adorning it in other refpeCb after 
their falhion. Its printupal curiofities were tranf- 
ported to Conftantinople, to decorate the inofquB 
which the Sultan Soliman creftEd in that city. 

The caflk is lituated on a hill, and liaa an an- 
cient tower Hill tlanding, on the top of which is 
a very curious piece of fculpture in bafg relief, 
which) according to fome, reprefents the hiftory 
ti Marcus Curius ; while otherii take it to be the 
deftrufliou of Troy. The fad is, it is impolfible 
to examine it near etioagh to afcertaia this cii- 
cumftauce fufficiently. 

In palling this tower may be feen three pieces 
of marble, one of which reprefents Bauhmal ; tho 
fecond, a man fallen from his borfe, and a per- 
i'oD in a fenalor's habit, who feeius to be lament- 
ing the accident i the third, is the figure of a 
dead body laid out for Interment. 

A large inclofure, where anciently Rood the 
the temple of Diana, has nothing now remark- 
able but one fpacious gate, much ruined and de- 
faced. Within the area, on the north fide, is a 
man on horfeback, traced on a Aone, with a dog 
by him, and a ferpent Iwifted round a tree. On 
the Couth fide are two infcriptions ; but they are 
fo confufcd, that it is impollible to read them. 

Not far from Ephefus lies an ifland, called 
ScalaNova.by the Turks Cous-Adafi; which pro- 
duces the richeft mufcadine wine of any in th« 
Archipelago. 

Our author went to vifit ihe Wonders of Chlo, 
fo much celebrated throughout all Alia. This 
illand, which may be called th£ ^a,^%£<L'C% c'L 
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Greece, ii governed by Chriftjans, under the au- 
thority of the Turks, who command in fmall 
mailers. The natives obtained thole privileges 
by making a voluntary fubmilSoD to Mahomt-.t II. 
when he conquered Greece; and the Turks fuftcr 
them to enjoy tbem wiiliout moleflation. 

Up and down the ifland are feveral church*^ 
belonging either to the popifti bifliops or monks; 
but the religious edifices of the Greeks are much 
more numerous. They are all weJl attended ; 
and divine fervice is performed with as mudi 
fplendor and ceremony as in the middle of Chrift- 
eiidom, 

Chio produces large quantities of gum maflic. 
They prick the trees in Auguft and September, 
xnd the gum, exuding by the perforations in the 
bark, trickles down the tree, and concretes into 
flat pieces at the bottom, which are afterwards 
ijried in the fun, and puriiied from the duft that 
adheres to the furface. About one thoufand 
chefts of maftic are aniiULilly gathered in this 
ifland, three hundred of which, or about ihree 
hundred weight, belong to the grand feignior. 
and the reft are obliged to be fold at a llipulated 
price to the farmer of the culloms. 

Diofcoridcs fays, the maltic of Chio is the bcft 
in the world. It is a white gum, which enters 
into the compofition of many ointments j and 
tlieGreeks indulge themfelvcs frequently in chew- 
ing it, becaufc it fweeteus the breath and whiteDi 
the teeth. It is alfo mised with flour, to render 
the bread more delicate. 

The chief town of this illnnd bears the fame 

name. It is well built »nd {lopulous. Many uf 

the inhabitants are Chritlians, either Gtcek\ or 

Jsatins, who Jiave each oJ ihcni a hifliop. Hen: 
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«re feveral convents of ntin^; hut it h fiiid, thefe 
females do not reclude therafdvcs fo much from 
Ihe fociety of the other fex, as good morals re- 
quire. Indeed, they are not bound by perpetual 
vows; but may leave their convent when ihey 
fleafe. They are very ikilful in embroidery in 
gold and filver. 

Chio is much expofed to thofe dreadful vifita- 
lions, earthquakes; and there is olten a fcarcity 
of water. It rains but little here ; and eveiy 
Spring, Turks, Greeks, Latins, and Jews, join in 
proceiJioDs to obtain tbis difpenfation from Provi- 
dence, 

Notwitliftanding its flony foil and a Tcarciiy 
of water, corn and wine arrive at great perfec- 
tion, and all kinds of provifions are cheap. Par- 
tridges are fo tame, that they are fed by keepers, 
whole TvhilUe they obey. 

The Chiols manufacture damaflc, fatins, taffe- 
tas, fuflians, and other lilk liuiTs, and carry on a 
brilk trade with Grand Cairo, and the maritime 
cities of Barbary andNatolia. Such as are not 
engaged in bufinefs, fit whole days under the 
Ihade of trees, and amufe themfelves in convcr- 
Jation, Learning is almoft become obfolete; yet 
the natives poflefs a Iharp wit and much dexteri- 
ty in the management of their affairs. 

Both fencs are very partial to dancing; and on 
Sundays and holidays this is their ufual diverfion, 
A ftranger may join in their feftivities without 
olFence. The men are Mot at all Jealous, and the 
women are naturally familiar and attentive to 
ftrangers. 

Another itle of tlie Archipelago, bordering on 
'A&a, ii PatinOj the Pmmos of tlic ancients. U l«, 



about eightefn miles in circuit) and conta 
only one well-built town, with a cafile in 
centre, called ihe Moiiallery of St. John, wh 
two hundred Greek monks rcfide. St. Joh.Q 1 
ing banilhed to this ilbnd, is (aid to have writi 
the Revelations here. They carefully prefcrv 
body in a cafe, which they affirm is the body 
St. John, and Dill fhew the grotto in which 
was reported to have penned the Apocalypfc. 

There are about three thaufand inhabitan 
but the Toil being fleiil and arid, the menns 
Aibfiflence arc not eafily procured. They i 
generally Christians, and are tributary to I 
grand feign ior. 

Nisia, anciently Nasos, is about one hundi 
and twenty miles in circamtereuce, It iraa fi 
merly fubjeS to the faiiudi and fomarigi, Vencti 
nobles; and many families ftill boart tlieir defa 
from them. It atterwards tell into the hands 
the Turks under Solymus. 

The land is generally fertile, particularly t 
Vale of Darraillii, which has eighteen villag 
Clofe bythediore, over againft the liland oft 
carij. is to be feen, on a rugged mountain, foi 
iviiiis of the calUe of Apollo, built of eoormou 
larae flone.s. 

On the hills, in this ifland, grows a kind 
fhrub) which produces the gum iabdatjum. Il 
fometimes collected from the beards of the go; 
which feed on it. As it is only a vifcid cxtit 
tion from the plant, it is difficult to procure 
pure or in large quan tities. 

About two leagues from Nixia Is the Ifle 

Parol, which has three callles, fcveral villag' 

Mad a food harbour- The anticL^ities of tl 

iHai 



ifland, conlifllng of flatues, marble chefts, &c. 
ihave been tarried away *, as well as (rom Delos | 
lb that there now remains only one imiige of a 
w Oman, which is fo large ibat it taiiiiot be llirred. 
This latter iiland was famous for its aoble 
quarries of marble, and fiill more for the oracle 
(it Apollo; but now it is the ciiief relbrt of the 

Mjconc was once papulous and celebrated ; 
but, owing to the opprelliun of ihc Turks, is now 
alnnoft forlaken. It is aliout three miles in com- 
piis. We omit the mention of feveral inferior 
illands, bccaule the enumeration of tlicm would 
I'urniQi liltle information or entertainment. 

From Chio, Thcvenot failed trom Egypt, and 
in iis pairage took a view of the Ifle of Samos. 
It is a very barren country, though celebrated for 
being tiic native place of Pythagoras, PolyiTates, 
and the Sybil. Over againft Samos is the Ittand 
of Niearia, anciently called Jcaria, from learns 
the fon' of Da;dalus. It has an arid rocky foil, 
and fupports about three tboufaiid inbabiit^nts, 
who appear very poor. They are excellent fuim- 
tner^, and dive (or Ipoiiges and wrecks. Ihe 
richcll men in this ille give their daughters in 
marriage to the befi diver, which is tried in its 
prefence of the father and the young lady, and 
he who can remain loogell under water gain* iho 
lair prize. 

The grand feignior receives his tribute la 
fpooges. They have fome vineyards aniong the 
rocks, of which they make a wine, of a mott ex- 
traordinary diuretic quality. The Greek empe- 
lors, of ConAnntinople, made this iflaud the place 

• Tlii FaiUn cluioi'U foitunewlj btlOT.pXJi"iiiw(4i*i^- 



110 THEVENOTS TBAVEL! 

LiodOjfhc country of ChareSjWto fi 
Coloflua, 19 a little rock at tlie point i 
Rhodes, fiity miles from the towi: 
ftrong tort. 

At the bottom of the Mediterrani 
noble Illand of Cyprus, famous in all 
fertility of its foil, the excellence of 
and the advaatagcs of its litnatioD. 
ages it has obtained diiferent appell 
fome of them are fiicli, as render il 
afcertnin the authorities on whic 
founded. At Utl it obtained the nam 
which it Hill retains, though the der 
no means dear. 

In ancient times, it was facred tc 
account of the lafcivioufnefs of its i 
or perhaps from its fertility ; for fert 
cuiidiiy generally accompany each t 
fummt-rs are prodigioutly hot, fo tha 
the brooks, and even the rivers, havi 
up; and in the reign of Conl^aatin 
they had no rain for thirty-lix yea 
which almoft reduced it to a defert. 
ations, however, are by no means fre 
a folitart' itiliance or two ought not 
from the allowed fertility of the foil 

Corn, wine, oil, fugar, cotton, h 
turpentine, alum, verdcgreafe, almof 
metab, and mutt excellent fait, are 
pradu6tians of this highly-favoured i: 
tains feveral ports, all the materials 
Ibip-building, and all the commodit 
render a trade extenfive and advanta 
tbeih ble/iings arc coMtvlctbaWctd h 
cat goveznme.'nt ; and MudcT \ii\t is.' 
flcifiier Iialf culUyalwi uor "^WJ^^ei 
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A Turkifh bafhaw defiroys the fugar-canes, 
left the Cypriotfi Ihoiild become too opulent, iin 
evil which .there is lilile realbn to dread under 
fuch an adminiftratiou. In thort, this iflaiid fur- 
niihes an additional proof to the many that may 
be prodnced how fai' tyi'anny naay defeat all the 
kind intentions of Nature. 

From a million of inbabitanls, the population 
is now reduced to thirty thoufand ; from a climate 
that boafted a perpetual Jpring, it is now become 
both unwholefome and unpkafant; from cities 
and towns, which almoft touched each olher, it 
now contains only fcattered villages and heaps of 
ruins; from an exuberanLabundauce of all things 
necelTary for comfort or luxury, the iohabitaDts 
are reduced to indigence and want. So that the 
curfory furvey of modern Cyprus would refute all 
that poets and hiflorians have faid in its favour. 
Such arc the baneful cftefls of a (alfe religion and 
a defpotic government. In ligi, Cyprus was 
conquered by Richard I. king of England, who 
gave it to Guy of Lulignan, in whofe family it 
continued for many generations. It afterwards 
underwent feveral revolutions, 

While ihefe iflands are under review, it would 
be unpardonable to negltfl Candia, which makes 
fuch a confpicuous figure, both in ancient and 
modem hi Itory.. Who has not heard of ilie infu- 
riate wars carried on here between the Vciieli:in» 
and the Turks ? The inhabitants of this ille arc 
cbara3erized as fenlible, brave, and hardy j 
whereas the natives lA Scios are laid to have al- 
mofl contrary qualities, A Turkilh baihaw, 
famed for hiswiidom, reros\.tVeiV\viV*'«\^e.'i*,>';J<. 
aad a green horfe were eawaWv tatt. "S>"1 'i^'^* '^■^" 



• 



112 trevrkot's thatkesJI 

lucky farc^tfm, lie fiamped ibc name^l 
or Green, on tlie whole nation. Bat 
Candiots, though hated by the Turks 
hIIuw them to potfefs both cciurage a: 
ftanding, of which they have giveofrequ 
Candia, the ancient Crete, after a wa 
ty-Ievcn years, in which the Veuctiai 
cd prodigies of valour, at laft fell under 
of the Turks. The city of Caodia was 
to the laft extremity. After a cloC 
nearly two years cotitinuance, direftt 
vi'iier in perfon, with the flower of th 
army, the Venetians were obliged to 1 
yet upon the moft honourable tcrmsj 
with them every thing they pleafed. 

So much was the vizier rejoiced at tl 
of this long-difputcd prize, that he ord 
ral of the Turkilli boats to aflift his < 
tranfporting their goods to the fliips; ; 
mail of honour, he Hri£Uy oblerved th 
the capitulation, and puuilbed twojanis 
death, who had dared to aft contrar 
The fame of this ficge, the length t 
V as protrafled, the expedients of afTai: 
fence will ever (ill the hiftoric page; 
not thn- place to enter into particulars 
arts of war were exhaulled on both 
numbers and perfeverance at lalt turne 
in favour of tbe Turks. 

Candia once contained twenty q 
above one thoufaiid towus, villages, 
monaltet'ics ; new it has not more tiiai) 
and about three hundred towns and vill 
labyrinth has been often mentioned, a 
gin ard ufe as often difputed. Its 
e/Llend about two nUIe&i aiui it is fi) ^ 
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earth on the top, as lo bave the appearance of 
folid land. It can onl)' be vi(ited by the ule of 
candles and lanterns, wiih a line. Under foot, 
the path is plain, and over head Is an arch of dif- ' 
ferent heights in ihe ditierent windings, hi 
tracing this vaft labjTinih, we meet wiih I'everal 
vaults, probably ufed as places of fepiiliiire. 
Large bats, in ckifters, hang from the rnof and 
walls. Some have proceeded a conliderable way 
in ihis fublerraneous ahode ; but as tl)e damps 
arc unpleafant, and nothing is found lo re- 
ward the toil or to gratify the curiofity of adven- 
turers, few are willing lo explore it to its remoieft 
icceiTes. 

To the fouih-weft, at about ten miles diftance, 
flantls ihe famous Mount Ida, whicb cads n Iha- 
dow on the labyrinth at four o'clock. On it are 
many pleafant monafteries, with groves of cyprefs 
" trees. So vaft is its height, that wc are told the 
C'wft of Barbary may be feen fr,om its fLinimit. 
The modern name of Ida is Ffilla Vuona. 

Not one eighth of the houfes of Candia are now 
inhabited, and very few are left entire. The 
Turks feem to have great pleafiire in the acquifi- 
tioo of this place, but take little care to render 
it produfliveof advantages to them. The num- 
ber of ihe inhabitants is reckoned at ten ihonfand, 
including Greeks. A conltanl garrifon of two 
tboufand janizaries is kept here, befidcs the ba- 
fliaw's guards, Since the Tnrks have become 
mailers of the place, they have granted permif- 
fion to people of any religion to fettle here; btit 
the fun of Caodia fcenis to be fet for ever, unlcfs 
It (hould once more change its mailers. 

The port is almoft circular, and is verj- fecure. 
but there is not depth of walei fu'c ft-v\^ li^ ■kw^ 
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conliderable burden. In faft, it was alinoifq 
cliuked up with rubbifli, till it was cleared | 
Frtiich engineer. The Turks (lill fliew a fi 
cave or arch, where they report the Venetian 
ncral flept, to lecure himfelf from the hot 
which were thrown into tlie town. This is [ 
bably an invention i for the beJicged ccrtai 
fliewcd no fymptonis of cowardice or timidity 
With the firft fair wind, M. Thevenot proce 
ed for Egypt from C/prua, and carae to an anc 
in the port of Alexandria. As we ihnll have 
cafion, in the fequel, to trace the aaliquitie; 
that celebrated country, under fuch able gui 
as Fococke and Norden, we Ihall here difr 
him, grateful for the entertalDment and iiiAi 
tioQ he has afforded us. 
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C HARDIN -was the Ton of a jeweller a( Paris, 
and was born in l643. Having received 
a libel-ill education, he early devoted himlelf to 
coQimerce i and profecuted with great fuccefs the 
traffic in jewels, *which he perfe^Iy underftood, 
and by which be^cquired, with an unfpotled re- 
putation, an ample and affluent fortune. By dif- 
ferent routes he made feveral excurfions into the 

* call, and refided feveral years in Perfia. His Ira- 
vela are diftingniflied (nt accuracy and fidelity, 
and have ever been held in high cflimation. They 
■were firll publilhet' in the Englift> language, but 
have fmce run through feveral improved editions 
in French, 

On the revocation of the edi£l of Nantz, in 

. 1685, Chardin, who it appears was a proieltant, 
came over to England, where he was treated with 
much refpeft on account of his wcaVlti ^wi. tta.- 
ta&er, and had the bonoM'c o? Vn\^'OftQ»i>.'^^'^'=^- 
red oa him by Charles 11. We catvCwie& \» "^^ 
£iie in this country, wteie Ue ■^x^'i'^i-a!*'^ '*'^^ 
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eftate, and died in an advanced age, in 1712, 
' leaving two fons and I'everal daughters to inherit 
his ample pofl'cflions. 

I left Paris, fays Sir John, on the 1 ^-th of Au- 

I giift 1671, to return to Perfia, where ihe late king 

hadconflitiited me his n^erchant by letters patent 

and had commilEoiied me to procure many jewels 

, of value, which were to be fet according to mo- 

I dels drawn by his majef^''aown hand. M. B^- 

' fin, a gentleman of great integrity, who had been 

I my companion in my former travels, engaged 

' again in thU commerce. We fpent fourteen 

months in the richell countries of Europe, ia 

fearchof the largeft jewels and thelinefl wrought 

' corals. Meanwhile, we provided onrfelvcs with 

[ a variety of the moft coflly articles in gold, filvcr, 

watch and clocfc machinery, and befides, took 

with us twelve ihoufand ducats in gold. 

Travelling by the way of Milan, Venice, and 
Florence, we arrived at Leghorn, and embarked 
in a ftiip, under Dutch convoy for Smyrna, which 
we reached on the 2d of March ] 672, and twelve 
days after, landed at Con lis n tin op le. In this a- 
ty we remained four monthsj but a quarrel 
breaking out he.tween the grand vizier and the 
French ambaflador, we were alarmed with reports 
that all belonging to the Prench nation were about 
to be arrelled i and fearful of lofing our mer- 
chandize, which was vciy valuable, we made all ' 
poflihle cspedition to avoid tlie danger, by ira-_ ' 
veiling into Perfia, '. ' 

The weather being now hot, the caravans were 1 
fufpendtrd -, hut the VorW baiug about to fend a I 
«ew Commander wvditc:\ii\t.'[s,a\\iWtwmiMA.T*- I 
. liittance of moiiey to ».\\e fort o^ Muiiv\,im^S»!L 
y^Ac JViceotis, wc obvavnci a ?^^?.* v^ ^'^^ 
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!fh faiqae ; and on ihc 27th of July, embarked at 
a port on the Thracian Bofiilioras. 

This ftraighl, which is about fifteen miles in 
length, and in mod places about two broad, re- 
ceives its name from the fuppofitioo that an ox is 
capable of fivitnming acrol's it. It is cerlaialy 
one of tlie mod delightful channels in the world ; 
for the rifing ftiores are covered with pleafure: 
houfes, gardens, and plantatifin^, and are watered 
by a multitude of fprings and fountains. 

In fine weather, this rtraight is enlivened by a 
number of harks failing backwards and forwards, 
and the profpe£t nf Contiantinople from the top 
of it, about two miles diilance, ia one of the moft 
enchanting in nature. It is well defended by 
- forts. 

On the 3d of Auguft, \ra arrived at CafFa, x 
port in the Tauricus Cherfonefus, a peninfula 
■ about thirty-five leagues from north in fouth, and 
fifty-five from eaft to wefl. The iflhmus, whicli 
joins it to the continent, is about a league in 
breadth. This track is inhabited by the Crim 
Tartars, who dwell in cities and towns, while 
their nciglibours, the Nogayg and Culmucs, live in 
tents. 

Caffa is a large town, built at the bottom of a 
hill on the beach. It ii Turrounded with Itrong 
walls, and has a caftle at each end, which advances 
into the fca Ij whence the town, being viewed 
from a veflel in the harbour, appears in form of 

The caille on llie fouth flands on an eminence, 

which commands the whole place, and is the rc- 

iidence of the balhaw. ThcVio\i^ft'i\w'i^t\H'>i\4. 

, xre compuled at four tViovi^a\\i, a'wivi.t "Cm-"^ 

foaiths of wliich belong 10 v^etvxtVi ^'^'^^ 
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tars, and the reA to ihe Greeks an 
They are neither large nor elegant, 
'built of earth; nor are there mai 
I ftone in Uic place. 

The furruunding foil ii dry and fl 
ing little fruit, and the water is ind 
the air is pure and falubrioua. Pro 
kinds, notwithftanding the flerilily ( 
cheap and good. A conliderable tn 
on here in fait fifti and caviare, ' 
CHitght in the Lake Mceotia, are tnr 
all parts of Europe. The inhabitant 
Conftanlinople and other places wi 
Xnd butler, the latter is (he bed in i 

On the 30ih of Aiiguft. we depan 
fa. in a lliip bound for Mingrelia, 
arrived at Donflow, or Ihe Salt Pit 
. miJes from Caffa, Here amasing 
iait are made from the iea-watcr, 
the heat of the fun. Two hundred i 
to be annually laden with it. 

About a mile from the fliore is s ' 
Tartars, with a fmail mofque, and roi 
number of tents. Some of thefe an 
ereded, and hung and floored « 
Every family, who can afford it, I 
(hofe habiiations, one for iheir own 
for their fervanls, anil the third ta 
The corn and furage is ftowed in ma| 
ground, and fo artificially covered, 
not eafily traced, exi^ept by Ihe nS 
tents are eafily iVuck ind remove* 
by means of their fcorfes and osen, * 
breed a great number. They pra{| 
nictan religion^; but intermix mt 
liies of divination wittt U. I 
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From Dunllow we failed along the channel to 
Cape CuoJos. The coaft on both fides is fubjefit 
to the Turks, and thinly inhabited by ibe Tartars, 
-f roca the Araight that opens into the Lake Mus- 
oiis to Mingrdia, is lix hundred inilea, along a 
pleafant woody Ihore, inhabited by a people call- 
ed theCberks, or CircaffianTariars, whodirclaint 
any allegiance to the grand feignior. The veC- 
fels, which pafsfrom Coaftaotitioplc toMiogrelia, 
trade with thefc people, but with much cautious 
circumfpedion, as they are remarkably perfidioua 
and defigDing. This trade is carried on by ex- 
change i the Circalfiaus bringing down flavcs of 
both I'exes, wax, honey, leather, and furs, which 
they barter for fuch commodities as they want, 

Circallia is a pleafant and fertile country, pro- 
ducing many escelleut fruits almoft ipontancouf- 
l/i but the chief wealth of the inhabitants con- 
fifis IB their cattle and Iheep. The wool of the 
latter is in high eRima^ion. Millet is the only 
grain they fow for the ul'e of man, and barley for 
their horfes. The women till and manure the 
land. Their ufual beverage is water, or boza, a 
fermented liquor made from millet, as potent aa 
wine, 

They live in wooden huts, and go almoft na- 
ked i their beds are made of fheep ikina fewed to- 
gether, and flufted with millet leaves, beaten, in 
the thrathing of that grain, as fmall as oat chalf. 

Chriftianity was formerly cftabliftied here} but 
this has by degrees degenerated to a number of 
ridiculous ceremonies, neither Chriftian norlVIa- 
hometan. 

The Abcas border on the Circallians.anrt occu- 
py about one hundred miles of the coaft towards 
Uliigrelia. They are UiJi lavage thaa the Cir*- 



120 CBABDIK's TBAVEt*. l^^^^^H 

caflians; but eqtuiUy inclined to piUsge, for 
which regions tnerchanlB nre obliged to be upon 
' their guard in trading with them. Like their 
neighbours, they deal in the human race, which 
i'orms their principal article of trade. 

On the lOth of September, we arrived at ITgs- 
our, a port in Mingrelia, where vefl'ds trading 
thither generally lie. It is a dcfcrt place, aad 
therefore traders are obliged to conliruS huts or 
booiha tor theml'clves on tlic fliore, to accommo- 
date them during their ftay, which is frequently 
determined by the amicable ot hottile coiidud of 
the natives. 

Colchis, or Mingrelia, is fituated at the bottom 
of the Black Sea. It is bounded on the eaU by 
Use little kingdom of I meretta ; on the Toutb ly 
the Black Sea ; and on the north by Mount Cau- 
cafus. The rivers Coduurs and Rionc, the Corax 
and Phalis of antiquity, divide it; the one from 
the Abcas, and the other from the Inicretta. Iti 
length 19 about one hundred and ten miles, and 
its breadth fixty. 

The inhabitants of Cauca(bs, who border on 
Colchis, obtain difierent appellations } amotie 
the reft are the Black CircalGans, fo denominated 
from the fogs that invelope the face of the Iky, 
and not from tbcir complesions ; for they are r* 
markably fair, Thefe people were anciently 
Chtiftians, but now fubfift by robbery and rapine^ 
emancipating tbemfelvies froLii all religions «ai 
moral ties, and pofTei^ng little except the power 
of fpeech to diftinguifh tJicm from the brutefi 
1'hey air verj' lall and portly ; but ihcir loolu in* 
dicjttf. their lavni^e d\(^oftUoTCi, 

Tfac ancient OAcVia-was ma^^'i^w.<w\»,«e 
■<ait to ihc prtieui ikuace^'s.. \\.i t^-^v^,*^ 
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fame name, was feated at the efflux of the Pliafis. 
The country is uneven, full of hills and moun- 
tains, valleys and plains. Ic is chiefly covered 
■wiih woods, which afe conftantly ufnrping tho 
few cultivated fpots that prefeot themfelves. 

The air is temperate with regard (o heat or 
cold ; but its humidity, from almolt perpetual 
rains, often gives rife to the peftilence and other 
fatal difordcrs. Numerous rivers defcend into 
the Black Sea from Mount Caucafus. 

The foil is unpropitious to com or pulfe, and 
the fruits are iofipid and unwholefome, excepting 
the vines, which prodtice an excellent liquor. 
Did the inh'ahitanta poiTeft the art of preparing 
their wine properly, it would be inferior to none 
in the univerfc. 

In feed time the grou nd is fo very moift, that 
they fow wheat andbarley without ploughing. The 
common grain, however, is gomm, which refeco- 
blcs millet, and is about the fize of coriaodec 
feed. Of this they mak^^ pafte, which is ufei 
iiiftead of bread, and i^Rcemed preferable to 
wheat i being agreeable to the tafte, conducive 
to health, and of a cooling and laxative nature. 

Beef and pork are very plentiful, and conftitute 
■ the ordinary food. Goat's flefh is alfo ufed, hut 
it Is lean and ill-flavoured. Venifoii is common, 
and tho country abounds in boars and Itveral 
forts of game, and wild fowl of great delicacy 
and flavour. 

The nobles amiife themfelves in field fports, 
particularly in hawking; butthepafiime in which 
they take mod delight, is flying the falcon at the 
beron, which they catch {o\e\-y iit \.\\^ Vulv q^\^* 
crowa, which they Iranafei 8,4 a,a. at'aa.ww.'as. ^H 
their honnels. 
u- .Vol. Xi, m ^«' 
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Mount Caucafus produces tnaH^mP 
fiich as lions, tigers, leopards, wolve«)-i 
als. The woh-es frequently make grea 
among the caMlc and horfes, and fometin 
the dwellings of (he natives. 

The horfes in this ccrartiy are nume 
high mettled, and being kept at little c 
peace, the niitivea are very fond of ufinj 

Here are very few cities or towns, thi 
being chieSy fcatlered over the country 
they numerous collefitively. Mingrelia 1 
ral caftles, the chief of which, ■wliere d' 
Iteeps his court, is called Rues. This cai 
ftone wall, but a lin gle piece of artillery, 
reOed, would batter il to the ground. 

The caftles, as they are called, are bui 
recefles of thick woods, in form of a tow. 
He of containing fifty or fixty perfon: 
tower is the place of llrength, where th 
of the prince or lord arefecured, andof tli 
pijt iherafclvcs under his proteSion. Ii 
t-.jwer, which is of ftone, are five or fix i 
vood, which ferve as magazines of provifi 
as places of rc(reat for their wives and t 
in cafeof anattack. 

The area, in which they are inclofed 
rounded by a clofe hedge ani! a thick w 
that iliefe retreats are not ealily found or 
the road which condnfts to them being 
tip by trees, whenever any apprehenfio, 
enemy h entertained. 

TheMingreEians, in general, build thet 

of wood, of w hich they have great plenty 

ed for this punpofc-, 'Dtt.^w^Tlt^TCWCT tw 

two Hones Kvgli, at\i t^ie. ^oo^ M^'ii.'Cvs 

■r&jc' The louver a^w^'^'^^ '^*- ''*^^ 
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beds and couches to lie or fit oa, becaufe of the 
humidity of the earth j but they have neither , 
■window nor chironcyi and the cattle at night 
generally lodge under the fame roof with their 

The men are well (baped, and ihe women are 
fn beautiful, that they feem born to infpire love j . 
yet they all paint their faces, and particularly 
their eyebrows, an if nature had been moft un- 
propitious to their charnns. They drels In a very 
ornatnentat ftyle, in a PerJian habit, and their 
Lair is fel off to advantage. 

They are witty, affable, and complinientaryj 
but naturally prone to deceit, cruelly, and lafci- 
vioufnefs. 

The men, wht) have alio many noxion<> qualities 
of the fame kind, feem to place their principal glo- 
ry in boiDgdesterous thieves. They jnftify the pro- 
priety of having many wives, by obferving that 
ihcybrifig them manycbildrentwhichihej- can fell 
for ready money, or exchange for necelTaries; yet, 
Shocking to relate ! when they are unable to rear 
them, thqy efteera it charitable to deflrdy new 
bom infants, and old people, who are pa^ their 
labour and enjoyments; becaufe they fay it dif- 
charge« them from miferj-. 

Adultery and inceft, with other hideous irregu- 
larities, are fcavcely conlidered as criminal in 
JWingrclia-i and 3 fine of a hog generally com- 
jnules an unlawful intercourl'e with another 
roan's wife. 

As the nobles or gentry have abfolute power 
overof ihelivesand fortunes of their vaffals, they 
£eU and difpofe of their wivei and cl\\'-i\t^ »si 
Sbe/ think ^t. Belides, e\eT^- \\\ifti'a.wi'K»s\ "■vv 
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The Mingrelians, or Colchiana, according to ec- 
clefiaftical hiftory, were converted to Ciiriltianity 
by a flave, in the reign of Conftantine the Great. 
But the Mingreliatisboan that St. Andrew preach- 
ed among them in a pla.ce where a chiiTch oow 
Hands, where (he caiholicos, or chief bllhop, goes 
once during his office to raake the holy oil. Yet, 
oblerveG our author, I was unable to hnd a Min- 
grelian who knew whati^as meant by religion, or 
whounderftood the tenets of Chriftianity. They 
are now indeed fallen iato fuch an abyfs of igno- 
Tance, that they regard the hfe eternal, the day of 

' judgment, and the refurreflipn of the dead, as 
mere fables; and their clergy Ccarcely perform 
any religieus duties, nor are manyof ihem capa- 

I, tie of rending or writing, fo that they have, in a 
manner, loft the mode of performing divine fcr- 

They, however, make a public profeflion of di- 
ving into futurity, and perjuadc the people to be- 
lieve that tbey can reveal events to come. The 
Mingrelians indeed are ib infatuated with this 
opinion, that as foon aa any one falls (ick, they 
call on the prieft, not to pray, but to prediS (he 
evcntof the difordcr. The prieft tiien openB his 
book, and having formally turned over the leaves, 
proDouric^a, in an nracul ar manner, that the Cati, 
the name by which they detignate their images, is 
iocenfed agaioft him, and has vifited him with 
difeafe; but that he will be appeafed b^ a gotA 
prefent, on failure of which he will certainly die. 
., This prefent the fick man, under the terror of 
dea.th, commits to tlie prieft to offer in the idolj 
and certainly, if he recovers, it is by the effeA of 
a g-ooi^ tonftitution, or faith alone operating on 
Jbu'lfii^d; foi it b iikeVy Ihc ^ut& Vtt'js the of- 
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fcring, and bolh the Caii and the patient are 
duped. The catholicos of Mingrdia is at ihe 
head of the clergy; not only in that country, biiE 
alfo in fcveral adjacent provinces ; yet the prince 
depofes or appoints him at liis pleaTure. He has 
an ample revenue, and four hundred vaflnjs un- 
der him, wliofupply him with iheneceHaries and 
many of the fuperflui ties of life. This high priefl, 
however, fells their children, like the reft of his 
counirymen, to' the Turks; and when he vifits 
(he'diocefea nnderhis jurifdidion, it is not to re- 
form the clergy, or to inftruS the people, but to 
fpoil them of their goods. All his religious offices 
are venal, and certain fams are iixed for the per- 
formance of each. He Is as ignoraDt as the refl 
of his bfethfen; but be abftains from flefli and 
wine in lent, and this, with a few other an infig- 
nifiCant oblervances, ctrtiftitutes his fandity. 

His fuifragan bilhops fpend their time in riot- 
ing and drunkennefs, and praftiee opprcflion, 
while they connive at every irreligious or immoral 
praftice in their flocks, The cathedral is well 
adorned with images, eoihelliflied with gold and 
jewels, which kind of attention they think will 
conciliate the divine favour, and atone for ihcir 
fins. The dignitaries are fplendidly dreiTed in 
fcarlet and velvet, and -wear' tlieir beards long, 
and black high bonoets, to difiinguiili [hem from 
thelaity. 

The inferior pricfis are numerous, but are treat- , 
ed with little refpeA, except in being allowed to 
fay grace at meals, and when they perform their 
ridiculous ceremonies. The pariib churches have 
no bells, but Ihe people are aiiembled by knock- 
ing with a large flick nn a board. Their devotion 
u chiefly paid to images, and ihfc ^fyi&. wa^^c* 
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taott. homage anA adorntlun. Is nnttl 
iiglon of m.inkind in general 1 

S[, Globus is one of their moft for 
im^~es, and himlhey are fearful to appro 
whjob reafon ibey make him otferings at 
h]e. diflance. None of the Romilh faini 
any repute except St. George, lo whom t 
a high degree of reverence, after ihe ma 
the Georgians, 

As foon ag cbildren are born, they anoi 
foreheads with holy oil, and baptize then 
merfioti ; but tliis ie never performed w 
feaft for the prieft. 

Marriages arc a kind of contraft, by 
bargrtin and fale; for the parents agree 
price of their daughters, and widows no 
divorced are proportion ably cheapefr, W 
bargain is once made, the young man mf 
bit u iih the woman till the mooey is paii 
out iucLirring any fcanilal. If any < 
efpijufed a barren or il!-1empcred woma 
hold it not only legal, but requiflte, to 
her. 

Their gi:eateftfefiiva]a are when the imi 
favourite faint ia carried through their i 
ou which occalions they drefs themfelves 
bell clothes, make a fumptuous feaft, and 
a prefent to their idol. 

Jn mourning for the dead, the womc 
their lepth, rei:d their garments, tear tl: 
andfleih, beat their breafts, and makeoti 
ablcdemonllrationsof grief. Tbemeu Ii 
clothes, Ihave their heads and faces, and i 
their breafts. The mourning lafts for for 
Iha (irll ten of which arc accompanied i 
aoS extravagant ftgin ut lottii* j \i"j deg 
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(jtnptotns of concern diminilTi, and on the forti- 
eth, the body is committed to the ground. A 
feaft is Chen made for all the relations, friends, 
and mourners. The bifliop fays mafs, and after- 
wards lays claim to the moveable properly of the 
deceafedi for death brings ruin to the families of 
the Mingrelians. However, when the biftiop 
dies, the prince fays mats for the dead on ihe for- 
tieth day, and then feizes all his perfonals: thus 
the bifliop plunders the laity, and the king the 
bilhop. 

It lliQuld be obfen'ed, that in this country are 
feveral monks of the order of St. Bafilj who af- 
fume the habit and manners of the Greek monks. 
They wear black bonnets, eat no flefii,fuft'er ibeir 
hair to grow long, but pay no farther regard to. 
' religion thun in the 6n& obfervanee of particu- 
lar ifafls. There are alfo nuns of the fame order, 
who wear a black veil j but they are neilher re- 
ftrained by vows nor place, and quit the habit 
whenever they pleafe, and with it the profelfion 
of virginity. 

On the confines of Mingrelia lie the principa- 
lity of Goriel and the kingdomof Iraerctta. The 
former is bounded by Mount CaucafnS, Mingre- 
lia, and the Black Sea on three fides, and by Ime- 
retta on the north. The inhabitants bear a clofe 
refemblance to the Mingrelians in difpnfition 
and irregularity of maniiers: like them they ate 
addicted to lewdnefs, robbery, and cruelty. " 

Imeretta, the Iberia of the ancients, is encom- 
palTed by Mount Caucafua, Mingrelia, the Black. 
Sea, Guriel, and part of Georgia. Thongh denomi- 
nated 3 kingdom, it is only fiitty miles in length, 
and twenty-fix in breadth. It is woody and moun- 
taiaoat, but the valleys and plains a't^ ^et\;At ■;»&. 



pleafatit, producing corn, piillc, anil a vat'iHyrf 
cfciileiit herbs, Tliere are fotne iron luiues, aitd 
the money current among the natives, is coined 
■ ID the country. 

Id msDnerj and inltitutians, tfaefe ptople ditfcr 
little from the MiiigrcUanit. The king has three 
good catiles, one called Scaiider, leaied on the 
verge of a valley, and two on Mount Cuucafus, 
which are almofl Inacccliible. 1'be fortrcfs of 
Cotatts was once in thejiirifdiaion of this princci 
but now belongs to the Turks. 

The inhabitants of Guriel, Mingrelia, and Ab> 
ca, after they had emancipated therafclves from 
the powers of the emperors, both of ConllaDtino- 

fle and Trebifend, became fnbjed lu tbe King oS 
meretta; but in procefs of time, wilhing toefia* 
blifti their fcparate independence, they were in- 
volved in continual wars, and calling in the aflift- 
ancc of the Turks, at lall were forced to fubniit 
to pay a tribute to thei r allies. 

No fooner had our veflcl entered the Road at 
Ifgaonr, than 1 landed n-ilh a Greek nierchani, 
who was my conduftor, in hopes of finding houlei 
and provilionN, but in this 1 was di fa p pointed., 
At fome diftaijce from the tborc, the inhabitants, 
hsd fenced round a fpot about two hundred and 
iifty paces long and fifty broad, and this formed 
the grand market of Mingrelia. It liad a flrecC 
lined with about one hundred mifcrable hutoj, 

conHru^ed of branches of trees tied I 

Eadi raerehaat occupied one, where he t^ 

,his refidencs, and fold his ciimmndilies, reflf 
the beft part of his properly on board the j0 

No refrclhmenta were to be procured 
roarkct, nor was there a peafant'shoufe' 

dasi/. Thin ctjually furprlfetl aud ^Q 
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for our fuppUea were alrnoft expended, and fio- 
^hing was ottered for falc by the natives, but llavc* 
fJiained together. 

About a dozen naked wretches, armed with 
bows anil arrows, ftruck terror incaeytrj' one ; 
thelc were the officers of tlie cufloms. To iucreale 
my concern and apprehenfion, 1 was informed 
that the Turks and the Prince of Giiriel had ta- 
ken up arros againft the Miiigrelians, and that 
they had already begun with plundering the fron- 
tiers, and carried off whatever they could. 

On adopting the refolution of going into Miii- 
grelia, I had placed great confidence in the Thfa- 
tine miliionariea, who have a houfe about forty 
miles from Ifgaour, where I was told I might 
live in fafety, and that they could fpeedily pro- 
Cure me a paffage into Periia. I therefore im- 
mediately difpatched an exprefs lo the prefiili-nt 
of ihe niifliou, and returneil on board, much de- 
jeaed. 

Two days after, a number of peafanls, who fled 
from the enemy, paiTing by Ifgaoiu-, fpread an 
Warm, by reporting that the Abca5,who had been 
called in to the afliftanec of the Miiigreliaits, 
j^nndered and burnt every thing, and carried 
•ff both men and cattle : it was added, that they 
were now near the port. All was now hurry and 
confulion to gel the cffcSa on board. Kachwf 
the commanders of the fliipslandcd twopieOMof 
Cannon, and the men were under arms all night ; 
Ihat the next day they re-crobavked, chufing rather 
t» abandon fomc of the lels valuable articles of 
bcrchandiBe, than expofe ihfinfclvcii to licrfonal 
itager from the Abcas, About leu at nii^lit —" ■ 
few the market in flames ; and next niornii- - 
king retoaiued but the luacks at' coaEL^t^t^.^ 
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I now endeavoured to purchafe a fuppt^ oF 
provUions from the inafters of the lliips ; but all 
J could procure, was only Jixiy pounds of blfcuil, 
a little pulfe, eight pounds of bmter, and twelve 
pounds of rice. This wasa flender flock for fix 
perCons ; but by econamy, it was extended to a 
longer period than might have been expefled. 
We had indeed plenty of dried iilh, and on them 
we frequently made a meal without touching the 
bread. 

Hearing no news from the prefeft of the mif- 
fionaries, I informed my men of the neceflity I 
was under of fending one of them to wail on 
him i becaufe we had no other chance of being 
liberated from our prefent ills, or efcaping future 
ones, but by his interpofition and afliliance. My 
valet offered to undertake the journey, and being 
furniftied with letters and forae prefents, he fa 
out on this expedition. 

It was the 4lh of 0£tobei- before he returned, 
when he brought with him the piefea, who waa 
a native of Mantua, named Don Maria Jofeph 
Zampy, I immediately ran to embrace Wnii 
when he exclaimed, " God forgive thofe. Sir, who 
have advifed you to come hither : you are arriv- 
ed in the moft barbaro-js country in the world, 
and the bell flcp you can take, is to relnm lo 
Conflanllnople by ihe firft opportunity." This 
addrefs damped the joy we felt at his fight. We 
took him into the cabin to deliberate on what 
was to be done. 

He alTured us he was come to ferve us tu the 
utmofl of his power, and would take us to hii 
houfe, if wcdelired it; but that he had no bread, 
Aad that the country was both unhealthy and 
the oatives abaaioaai. L informed hira I wai 
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fhrniified with alcttcr to the prince of MiBgrdiaj 
on which he lold lue that the prince Was aa infa- 
mous a villain as any of his fubjefbj but added, 
that it" 1 was refolved to venlnre, he would exert 
bimfelf to proteft our pcrlbns and property, till 
we could enter Perjia. 

Between prefent and future ills I did not long 
deliberate; the latter 1 hoped to efcape; and 
therefore fet heforehimmy rcafoosforadvancing, 
in preference to returoiag to Cafla, which would 
be infallible rain. 

My arguments convinced him ; and we next 
confulled how we Hiould travel. The bark, in 
which he had come down the river with ray valet, 
being proper for our purpoie, i t was pnrcliafcd for 
one hundred crowns, and all the baggage being 
put on board, we inftantly fet fail. 

I was filled with joy at leaving the (hip, the 
fmell of which was become intolerable, and the 
light of the flavcs, who -were pnrchafed and put 
on board, equally diftrefling and difagrccable. 
The war of Mingrella was beneficial to our naop- 
chants, who bought the booty and Haves taken 
by (he Abcas, which they exchanged for arms and 
clothing. 

A Greek merchant, ■whofe cabin was nest mine, 
konghl a woman and a child at her breafi for 
twelve crowns. This captive was about twenty- 
five years of age; her face was exirernely beau- 
tiful i her Ikin had the whiterefs of the lily, and 
her form was a model of perfection. The fight 
«f this lovHy woman filled me with pity and ad- 
miration, and 1 could not help drawing a compa- 
yilbn between her Ctnation and mine, and form- 
ing a ttilh ihat I had it in my power torelieve her. 
What fnrpriled me moft Ma», that vh.«.fe -wiAciTi- 
w,.jVaj. Xi. S4 ^^ 
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As fooa a 

they were botigbt, they were drclTed in new lineD 
habits, and let to work in various occupatiotu; 
nor did tliey feem at all dejcfled. 

Bm to proceed : the wind bnng pretty iaTOtir- 
nble, we advanced both with JaiLi and oars; and 
during the voyage I concerted the oitaas witb 
Father Zampy, ot'oiir perfoDal I'afcty and tbe p[»< 
fervaiion of our property. 

At midnight we ent^r-ed the Aftolphufl, one o( 
the largeft rivers in Mingrelia, where halting, wo 
fent two of our mariners to Anai^hia to recotinoi- 
tre. Anarghia i« a confiderable vill»ge about two 
niiles from the fea: it coalida of one Imndred 
houfcB, which extend two miles in lengthy haring 
large fpaces between ench other. It Is faid to have 
been built on the fame l*pot where th« famoui 
city of Heraclca fijrmerly ftctod. 

Ncyil morning early our meflengers returned, 
with the news, that the Abcas had not approached 
nearer than fifteen miles, and that every thing wai 
in its ufunl tiate. Father Zampy encouraged the 
men to row hard, that wc might arrive at the vil- 
lage without being particularly noticed, which 
happened according to our wiifaes. We took up 
our relidence with a ptmCaat, who had the beA 
BccommodatiqDsof any in the place; and as we 
bad many cheits, the largell of which was full of 
books, ihe fjthcr advifc^d me to open it, undeta 
pretence of looking for iomething, that the Ida 
might be conve3'ed of all the reft being tilled if 
the fame manner. The pc^lc ol'the houfc v 
aClonillied to fee fucU a large cheli of boo^ 
I believe imagiaed ibe sonteiiti ^f tlie.oli 
be CmitiT. ■ ' ■] 
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On the pth of Oflober vff v.-eTC vifited by x 
lay Thcaiine, who was phvlician and furgeon 
general ot" all Mingrelia. The accefs which his 
profeflion gave him to theprince and ihegrandees, 
bad cscilcd his vanity. I received him in fuch a 
manner as flattered his pride, and in return he 
niadeiuB a ihourandafTuxanceKof hismoflzealou* 

A few days after he came to inform tia that the 
Ahcaa had retired, and carried with ihein one 
iheufand two hundred prifoners, and niueh cattle 
and booty. He then iatd that we might all pro- 
ceed to iheTbeatine hoofe at Sipias, and that the 
prince and the catliolicoa had commiflioned bim 
lo bid me and my comrade welcorae, and thai 
they would fm'nitli us with men and horfes to 
conJua us into Georgia. This agreeable intelli- 
gence made us dctemiiuc to fct out next day. 

During our Hay at Anarghia, we found meat 
and wine plentiful and clieap, but fcarcely any 
brciid was to be had. I was introduced by Father 
Zampy to a widow ladn whofe hufband had been 
▼izier to Ihc prince, and I made her a prefent of 
fome trifles, as is cufiornary in the oriental re- 
pous, To obtain more proofs of mj' liberality, 
(he lent me daily a fmall cake, weighing about 
half a pound, and other refrefhmcnts, which 
flic varied as ihe thought mic^t be mott agree- 
able; ai the fame time fignifylBg that fuch arti- 
cles as knives, fciflars, -or ribboni, would be ac- 
ceptable to her in retoroi by which means ibe 
fleeced me of more than douMc the value of her 
gratuities. One day flie did me the hononr to 
vifil me, and iboogb ihe behaved with mtidi civi- 
lity, was uoublelbmo ia her deniimds. 
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Father Zanipy prevoiled on me to pn^lii^lk 
capuchini and lo fapport this cbaraaer, I dreiTed 
US plainly iis pollible, Mid oSeArd poverty on all 
occalions. I managed r»y part very well: bat 
the extravagance of my fervants (Vullrated all mjr 
meafurcB, and undecirived the people. 

Before dawu on the I4[b, we let out from 
Anarghia, and proteeded two leagues up tlie river 
AftolphuB, after ■whlcli we landed our baggaga 
and put it into eight carta. Thele vehicles lUads 
a great noire; and in two days time it was rti- 
monred over all tlie coun try, that fome Europeans 
were arrived who had eight cart loads of goods. 
After proceeding upwards of four leagues by 
land, we reach Siapis in the evening. 

Here are two churches, one belonging to the 
MingrelianK, the other lo the Theatinea, an order 
of friars which came iiiio Mingrelia in l62~, 
when they were received as phyfidans, and « 
fmall piece of land was alEgned them, on whicb 
tbey built fcveral houfes afier the falhion of the 
country. Each of thefe friarg has a feparate ha- 
bitation to live in, with ficcommodaiions fur their 
flaves; but though ihfy are much honoured and 
employed as phyiicinns, none will embrace their 
religion. Even ihe fljves reliife lo rommunicale 
with them; for ihey will fcnrcely allow the Euro- 
peans to be Chridians, bccaule they are neiiha 
obl'ervant of theTarae fails, nor afraid of imager 
as they are. 

On the leth, the Princcfs of Mingrelia came to 
the Theatines. She was mounted on horfeback, 
and attended by nearly twenty men and women, 
ili-clothed and iJI-niounled. Father Zampy went 
oat to meet her, when flie told him ihe bad been 
^i/dnaed there were foineE\wo^eaaijitvh.islioufe, 
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who Iiad brought a great qiianlJly of bagga^t^: 
that ihe was dcfirous to fee them, in order lo bid 
thetn welcome. 

I wns inltantly called, and the father gave tne 
to tiiiderftand that I muft make the princeis a pre- 
fent, lince it was the ciiftom to pay in this man- 
ner for the viiits of the great, Beiog informed 
that I fpoke leveral languagei;, Ihe called a Have 
who underftood Turkifb, and put a thoufand 
t|ucftiona to me relative to my rank and my voy- 
age. I avowed mylelf a capuchin. By her in- 
terpreter flic aiked thele curious queftioni ; " tf I 
was iu love? If I had ever been in love? How it 
happened that I had never been in love? And 
how 1 could live without a woman ?" 

All Ihiaconverfation fhe carried on with abun- 
dant cafe and vivacity, to the great entertainment 
of her retinue. For my own part Iwa? not in fpi- 
r'lta to relifh this kind of badinage, being every 
moment apprehenfiveleilour lodgings thoiild b« 
pillaged i for the prinrefs alkcd me thrice to ba 
iliewn what articles we hfidbrought ; but on Father 
Zampy's promiiing to bring her the ufnal prcfent 
next day, (he departed with apparent fatisfeflion. 

Nest morning flie fent to invite me to dinner. 
Her relidence was about two milja from Sipiasj 
bpt the prince her hulband drd not live with her. 
1 foundher better drefiedlhanUie preceding day; 
and file fcemed to have taketffome pains to ap- 
pear attraftivcbcingpainlcd, and clothed in gold 
brocade, with jewels iu her head-drefs. She fat on 
a carpet, with nine or ten women by her fide, and 
oear her were a few mean -looking, half-naked 
fellows, who (ompofcd her coun. 

I wan Hiked lor my prefent before I was fufrei> 
cd to enter the aiJartmeiit, when nw fc.wwW-'^^^ 

1.- Hi '—^ 
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ordered to prodoce it. It conlifted of a cafe of 
knives fciffacs, and other anicle». worth abnul 
tweni)' fliiUings in Europe; but of three limiMi 
that value in Mingrelia. Thcprincefs was Citif- 
fied with my gfnerofity, and i was leated on a 
bench near her, and the converfation commenced 
by means of the Turkifli interpreter. The prin- 
cefs begnn by exprefling her defire that I would 
marry one of her friends; adding, that I mud not 
leave the country, for Ihe would give me houles, 
lands, aud ilaves. To this difcourfe a flop was put 
by a fervant announcing that dinner was ready. 

The houfe in which the princefs lived was fur- 
rounded by five others, each at one hundred p^cca 
diflance. Before one of them was an elevation 
of wood, about eighteen inches high, over which 
was a fmall dome. Here a carpet being fpreadt 
the princefs feated herieLf on it, as did her women 
at four pacea dillance, on other carpet*. Het 
courtiers, about lifiy in number, arranged thcn\- 
felvcs on the grafs. 

Two benches were placed near where the prin- 
cefs fat, one of which ferved the Theatiiies and 
me for a leal, and the other for s table. The 
princefs had a long paiuted cloth laid before her, 
and at one ei^ of it were placed two large and 
tyo fmall flaggons, four plates, eight cups of dif- 
fe(ent fixes, wit^ filver hafon, ewer, and Ikim- 
mer. Other femntp at the fame time placed 
boards-before the reft of the company, to fupply 
the place oftabies. '■ 

This being done, (wo kettles were brought and 
placed in the middle; one of them, which was 
very large, was full of common gomm; the other, 
which was fmailer, contained while gomm. This 
gvimn is a Ibrt of paftc, which ihe Mbgrelians 
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tife infiead of bread. A hog boiled wholi 
next introduced, and iheii a large piLeherof wine. 
The princefs was ferved firft, then her women, 
and we came in for a fliare before ber beggarly 
courtiers. Befides her gomm, ilie princefs hnd 
fowls, bread, and fallad. She ftnt me a part of 
the bread and fallad, and informed me thai I mull 
ftay flipper, when ihe would order an ox to be 
killed; but this was merely complimentary. A 
little after flie fent me two pieces of fowl, and 
aiked in a loud voice why none of the European 
artificers vifited Mingrelia, and why they were 
only fupplied with monks, whom they did not 

It was eafy to goefs how the poor Theatinef 
mull be confounded at this queftioii. I anfwered 
that the artificers of Europelaboured only for gain, 
and having employment rnough at home, ihey had 
no inducement to venture abroad; but that tlie 
religious, having in view the glory of God and the 
falvatioD of fouls, thefe important objeils pre- 
vailed on them to forego their country, and to 
vifit diflant regions. 

The repafi lalled about two hourn, and when 
il was ended, I was honoured with a cup of wine, 
fent by ihe princefa's own hand,«vith an intima- 
tion that it was the fame liquor asd the fame vcf- 
fel flic ufed herfclf. Tliricefc did me this he- 
nour, but- was furpfifetl to iWme mix my wine 
with water; for both her highiiefj and her attend- 
ants made ample potatiunsof ihe neat liquor. 

Dinner being ended> Ihe fent to enijuire if I 
bad brought any fpicea or China wares, afkin* 
for a variety of articles, which, when Ihc found I 
could not give her, iheat laftfd! iatoa rage, and 
iaid flie would fend to ex-ammtOTj ^osA'i. "^^.v 
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fembled the apprehenfion I felt, and toM berfit^ 
might when the pleafedt on which Ihe replied 
that (he was only in jeft. 

However, as foon aa we rofe from the table, 7 
difpatched one of the I'heatlnes to inform xn/ 
companion of what had paiTed, and adviiing him 
to prepare againft the worft. 

The princels again began to queftion me on ths 
fuhjcfl of matrimony, and faid ihe would foon 
fiiew me the ladylheiatendedforme. I replied 
that monks never marriedi and was going to lake 
tny leave, when nnfortunalely flic difcovered un- 
der the mean frock which I wore, that I bad finer 
linen tkat) was nliial in Mingrelia. She now 
came tip to aae, look me by the fleeve, and ex- 
pofed my arm to the elbow, holding rap at the 
fame time, and talkitig in a low voice to ber wo- 
men. 

I was extremely embarra (Ted by this behaviour, 
lenfiblc that 1 was the ftibjefl of cooverfation, 
though I did not know its purport. I was ihe 
more at a lofs to know how to behave, as ihii 
woman united in her the title of a fovereiin wili 
the impudence of a proftiiute. Bui flie loon in- 
creafcd my conlieriiatioi), by addrelling Father 
Zampy in Ibefe^termsj " You both deceive me: 
you Hiall come.agaio oti Sunday morning, and 
this Ilraogcr Ihall^y mnts"'. 

I returned lo tB refitlence of ihe Theatines, 
peolive and fad. The avarice of the princcft 
made me fufpeS danger, and Father Zampy, by 
way of con fol a I ion, faid he was infallibly certain 
of it. I therefore the fame night caufed a pit, live 



ie( deqi, to be dug io his iipartment, in which I 
et a chefi containing a curious clock and a box 
S coral. This was buried fo dcxieroufly, that 
iot the kaft appearance was leftof Ihe earih be- 
ng moved. I then proceeded to the church with 
be fame deJiga, when Zampy adviled trie to 
Bcn the grave of a Tbeatiut^, who had been bu- 
led about fix years before, and depofii among his 
Acs a fmall calket 1 wilhed to coiiccal. But 
pppily r preferred digging a deep pit behind ihe 
(wur, into which I carefully piU a box contain* 
JIg twelve thoufand gold ducais. 
; i afterwards concealed, in the roofof ihecham- 
ter where 1 lodged, a fabre andpoignard fetwiih 
■eciouE tiones. My comrade and myfelf kept 
(bout our pcrfons what was lighteft aud of mofl: 
jvlue, and fuch articles as -were not very cofllyi 
fc committed to the care of the Theatines. 
, After we had dined, on the '23d of Oflober, 
Father Zampy was informed by a fervant that 
Wo gentlemen at the door enquired for him. 
rhefe gentlemen, who lived in the neighbour- 
', were on horfeback, and were attended by 
/ men, horfe and foot, well armed, I was 
Bmediately called out with my alTociate, not be- 
T; able at firft to penetrate into the dclign ; but 
pas foon feofible of our danger. The two chieft 
■ered their men to feize and ^ us, telling the 
Ifed and the olhcr Theatines who came out to 
■le them, that tf they fiiiied Ihey were dead 

n this the Prefeft fled through fear; the reft, 

lever, would not abandon us, and the lay-bro- 

' 1 particular refolutely eserted himfelf in 

|}ehalf, though a fwofd was held up t * ' 

" r fervauts wetcaltu^tviaii^.'&ii. 
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I making rcfiftaoce, was thrown down, flnJ 
tied lu 3 tree. 

The aflaiUnts then declared they would caa- 
iir trealurcs. 1 replied, ihey might ufe 
ftheir plcafure, but maimained that wc vera 
onlj' poor rapuchins, and that all our wealth con- 
f liiled in books, papers, and a few ordinary goois, 
' which we would fliew them, if they abRained from 
violence. This pacilied them; ihey untied toe, 
and bid me open my chamber door. 

It has been already mentioned, that we Tecreted 
i]r moll precious jewels- about our perfons. i/Ij 
companion bad few'ed his in the neck of a dole 
cont lined with fur ; aud I had made up mine in- 

I two fmall pnckett, which 1 concealed among 
my books, not daring to carrj' them always about 
with me, left I ihould be aflaflinaied on their 
account. 

In this dilemma I requeded my afTiiciate and 
Ihe lay-broilier lo amul'e the two grandees for a 
few minutes, by offering them Ibme money, till I 
■could have time to remove my packets. I entered , 
my chamher and (liut the door; but the plan- J 
dcrers, fulpedingmydelign, watched metbrou^ I 
tlie cracks; and being apprized of ihiR by my I 
comrade, 1 fnatched the packets out of the thatchi 
where I had tried to fccrcte them j and piutingr 
them into inv pM;ket, leaped out of the window! 
into the garden, juli as the villains were forcing 
the door. 

The fear of lofing my prize g-ive ftrcngth n 
my refoktiion in diis leap: I ran to the bottoral 
(hegarden, and threw the calke!a into a thickcij 
briars -, but was i n I'uch confuliou, that I did t\ 
fa&deiiliy niark the I'pot. 
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On feturniiig to my chamber I found It filled 
icith armed robbers, Ibme oi" whom were ftrug- 
gling with my companiiins, while oihera were 
attempting to break open my clietts. Knowing 
riiat they now contained little of any great value, 
I affumed more compofare, atid bid them bewnre 
of injuring me, as I was ient for by the king of 
Terfia, and the Georgians would take a feFcre re- 
venge for any violence that was done to me. I 
exhibited the king of Perlia's paflport, which one 
of llie chiefs feized and was about to tear it, fay- 
ing he neither valued nor feared any man npoa 
earth i but the other (topped hi in, probably be- 
caufc the golden charaClera and the gilt feal ap- 
pended infpirerf him with refpcfl. 

However, he bid me open my chefts, promiling 
that no harm lliould be done me; but menacing 
inllant death in cafe of farther re liftaiice. I ftill 
attempted lo argue inftead of complying ; when 
one of the foldicrs drew his fword, and was aim- 
ing it at my bead, had not the lay-brother arretted 
his arm. I now fubmilted from necelTity, open- 
ed my cheib, and ihey began to plunder without 
nirrcy. 

While the pillage lafted, I leaned againft a win- 
dow, and turned my eyes away from a fight fo 
dilirctiing. In this fifuation I perccivedtwo fol- 
dicrs removing the brarables.juH where 1 fuppof- 
'od I had dropped my-cafkets. frantic with ragCi 
I ran lo the place, and was followed by oneof the 
Tlieatinesj bui, as we approached, the foldiers 
retired. 

1 iuftantly fet about fearchiag for my Ireafure j 
but tlie confufion I was in, prevented me frotfi 
knowing tbc place where 1 had dropped tijein ; 
and as 1 could not find thcm^ 1 made niyfelf cer- 
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( tain that they had been dlfcovered and taJcca 
I »way. As tliey were of no Icfs value than tttrcn- 
ty-five thoufand crowns, it may be fiippofed n,— 
i'enfations were very poignant. ^ 

While indulging this diftrelsful apprehenfion^ 
I was recalled to the cliambcr by my compaiuoa 
and the lay-brother, which I no Iboner catered 
than I was leized by two foldiers, who dragged 
me into a corner, and rifled my pockets of ibeir 
contents. They then attempted to tie my hands. 
I cried out — I rcfifled — I made figns to be coa- 
dufted to tbcir matter. I ciufed the leader of die 
villains to be lold, that there was no occafion for 
violence, as I was difpofed to fubmit to any fate. 
■ They replied, thaL as wcwere ambafladora, they 
woiJd carry us to their prince. To this 1 readily 
alTented, obferving that we had letters to him, 
and that I hopt^d he would do us juftice. 

It was now late ; the night approached ; and 
the prince's caftle waa five leagues dillant. Thqr 
therefore releafed us, and only carried with them 
ihe fervant whom they had fattened to a tree, 
wbofe liberty I afterwards pnrchafed for ten pi- 
a (Ires. 

Being delivered from the hands of thefe rob- 
bers, I again went into the garden; and by this 
time all onr friends were acquainted with the 
lofs I fafpefted I had fuftained, and no one doubt- 
ed but that thefaldiers had found and carried off 
the treafure. Allarerdy, one of our Armenian 
valets, followed me, and to my greaiaftoniflimcnt 
threw his arms round my neck, while his face wai 
bathed in tears. Sir, (aid he, we are ruined. 
Fear and the common misfortune have made us 
forget what we are. Not recognizing him immc- 
djatd/, I took bim for Cams Mingrelian who wai 
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toftrangleiue; but when I was undeceived, 
dernefs melted me. He enquired if I was 
L of my lofs. I replied I was too furc. 
ler, be requelled that I would point out llie 
and manner in which I had concealed the 
); and ratber out of regard to the fenfibi- 
difplayed, than any hopes of profiting by 
rch, I complied with bia dcflres, 
xd I was fo well affureid ibat my treafiire 
ecoverably \o&, that I did not even tiny to 
im; but retired from the (bene of my dif- 
Judge my furprife, when Allaverdy came 
;fs me, and prel'ented me with the two pac- 
A'liicb be pulled out of his bofom*! I 
notbelp thinking that the band of ileaven 
lible in this, and that I was the particular 
if the Almighty. This idea foothed my 
and has ever fupported me amid all my 
Tea. 

iw communicated this fortunate recovery of 
^ure to M. llailin, whom I found employ- 
putting things in older. We dilcovered 
'e had chiefly been robbed of clothes, linen, 
brafs veflbis, and other articles to tl 
it of about four hundred crowns; and w 
1 to conceal the recovery of the packet _ 
he Theatines might bdieve we bad little 
;o lofc. 

iX morning, Father Zampy and the lay ' 
;r accompanied nie to the prince and tbe 
icos, to demand juftice; but neither could 
fe us laiisfs^iou. The prince confefTed, 

tsnotiinprobiible but 1H31 this (althiul va1(thiul difca- 
e Ic«r>ue bsfotc, ind only wilhcd ca imgulfy his let. 
f afccrtiimoj bis miller's [ejtuncoU aaUUVi&.. 
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that while tbe war lafled he had little gv 
over his nobles ; and the cathplicos, to wli 
made a fviitable prelent, talked in a limilai 
Each of them, however, nommated a gen 
to demand, in their names, what we hai 
robbed of; but tiieir endeavouis to find tl 
bers were inctFeflual. From what we cot 
cover, the princefs was concerned in this di! 
iitl bu£iiels, and iiad participated in the pi 
Meanwhile, the Turks, who had entered IVj 
lia, were laying alt walie with fire and fwi 
My mind w.is lb broken by calamity, ih 
intelligence did not much atFe£tme; the 
tines, Jiowever, were tilled with terror, a 

' All prepared for flight. At midnight wc 
(he report of two great guns from Ihe fori 
Bucks, to give notice of the approach of tl 
my. At this fignal every one began to £ 
early in the morning wc ourfdves fet out. 
every article of value in the places when 
previouQy concealed them, thinking tlii 
than la take them with us. 

The Theatines had no other carriage 
cart drawn by bullocks. In the cart was < 
the baggage t tbe lay^brother mounted a 
■nd M. Railin, who was fick, rode on an 
while the Theatina! and myfell', with al 
Haves and fervaats, followed on foot. 

One of ijie friars had the courage to fta' 
to guard the houfc, in which there were i 
ous articles whicii could not be removed ti: 
of carriages. Al! my books, papers, and i 
matical inftruments were left behind, J 
bope that neither the Turks nor the Ming 

■ would take the trouble to reniQvc them. 



The WRra in this muniry confift cljiefly in 
chafing and devallation , and the enemy loon 
fpend their fury and relire. For Ihia realba, one 
or two pcrrooa remain 1 a each houfe to prevent 
their neighbours from ftealing what the foe lia» 
left. Thetc people being always on their guard, 
are fcldom fiirprired before they can effeft a re- 
treat to the woods. 

We retired lo a fortrefs in the woods, like. ■ 
thofe already defcribed. The lord of the place 
■was a Georgian, who had been a Mahometan, 
and was converted to Chriftianity. "We arrived 
■t his caflle with great dithculty, from the bad- 
nefs of the roads; aiii were in perpetual apprc- 
benlion of being robbed and murdered. He gave 
us a favourable receplioii, and theTheatines tell- 
ing him that I would repay bh aticntioo, he 
lodged LIS in a little mean hut, apart from a mi- 
ferable maliitude who had fought bis protedion. 
The fortrefs was quite full before our arrisal, 
containing no lefs than eight hundred per funs, 
principally women and children. 

A few days after, the prcfefl of the Theatinea 
returned to the honfe for fome veffels and provi- 
iions. I purpofed to have accompanied him) but 
he fet out very early in the morning. On enter- 
ing the houfe, he found jt full of rangers, be- 
longing to the Turks and the Prince of Guriel, 
who beat him with flavcs, and infilled on hii 
opening the church, faying, he had concealed all 
die treafure there, Tlie prefeft, however, had 
thrown away the key among fome brambles, on 
bis difcovering into whofe hands he was likely to 
fall; and notwiih landing the ill treatment he 
received, rcfufcd to produce it. 
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At lenglh they ftripped him of part o^ lii 
clothes, and loading ihemfdves with (uch articlu 
as they landed, they went away; leaving vaj 
buoks and papers untouched. 

I Suon after, however, fi Mingreliaa chief, with 

a party of adherents, went thilhcr in the night, 
and almofl uncovered the roof of my cham- 

j bcr, in hopes of finding fomething concealed, 

[ *He alfo carried off all Ihe chefls which had 
been left : in fliort, every thing moveable that ba 

' could find. This rapacious and ignorant wretch 
having no light, made a fire with my papers and 

Sjoks, tearing off the covers, becaufe they were 
eganlly gilt; and in fad he did not leave me 
I, one. 

Wilb the deepeft concern, next morning, 1 

f heard of thefe particulars. We now began to be 

in want of common necelVaries, and the fervantii 

I were reduced to defpair, having nothing but 

death or flavery before their eyes. 

iln this alarming fituation 1 refolved to hazard 
every thing to leave Mitigrelia. I every wher* 
made enquiries for guides— I promifed — I en- 
treated — I made prefeuts, but no one would en- 
r gage to condud me. They urged, that men id 
arms occupied all the palfes on ih« frontiers to- 
wards Georgia, and that it would be the, grofleft 
folly to expofe themfdlves to the certainly of 
ilavery. 

I then propofed to make the tour of Mount 
Caucalus, or to proceed along the fea fliore; but 
ilill I conld fiad no one who would fall into my 
fchemes ; fo timid and irrcfolnte are the Mlngre- 
lians, whni danger flares thera in the face. 
Sabatar, our proteftor, had how fubmitted to 
[the Turks, aad wa» twit ouX^ \.<j ev;-ii?j «U his 
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(lands, but to have a Turkifli guard for t!ie fecu- 
rily of his caflle, for which be was to pay twen- 
ty-five flaves and eight hundred crowns. The 
amount of this contribiitioii he rcfolved toraife 
among fucti as bad ibught his protection. From 
every family that had four cbijdren, he toalc one; 
Y and it was one of the nioft aiFcfting fights I ever 

II beheld, to fee them torn from their mother's 
h arms, and tied two and two together, and led tu 
I the Turks. I was taxed at twenty crowna. 

Finding no other alternative, I took the refo- 
l lution of proceeding by fea, by a very circuitous 
route. For that purpofe I repaired to Anarghia, 
where I hired a Turkith felucca, which I freight- 
ed for Gonia, and returned to tlie houfe of the 
Theatiucs to prepare for the vovage. 

Early in the morning of thu'lOlh of Novem- 
ber, I left the caftle, having firll concerted means 
with my aflbciate how to deliver him from tlie 
Mingreiians, lliould it pleale God to grant me a 
a happy voyage. I took wiih me one hundred 
tboufand livres in precious ftones, and eight hun- 
dred pifloles in gold, wiih a part of the baggage 
that remained. The jewels were concealed in an 
European faddle; and oncof the fervanis, whom 
I had redeemed from (lavery, was to accompany 
me.; bccaufe he was known to be a worthlcls 
fellow, a»d tbereibre unlafe to be left behind. 

Father Zampy and the lay-brother attended 
jar. to Anarghia, We were two days on the road, 
and J cannot exprels tlie fatigue we endured, 
from the inclemency of the weather, and the 
ibundlious tlate of the roads. 

Soon after onr arrival at this port, the prefect 
ijeccivcd intelligence that thfi church had been 
broke open, tliat the tomb had bc&R fewi'os.^. 
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tween the prefeiit and ancient defi 
part of the Black Sea is, that it abi 
ianis, which circumftance gave nan; 

On the 30th, we arrived ai Gon 
miles from the Phalis. This is i 
eaftle, conftrufted of rough ftooea 
dioary fize, and ftanda on a fandy 
fea Qiore. It has neither ditch no 
and hasonly two pieces of ordnanc 
garrifon of janizaries. In its fpa 
about thirty mean wooden huts, a 
iug village about the fame niimbc 

Here is a cuftom-houfe belongii 
feignior, but his oiEccrs pay li til 
authority; thinking tliemfelvcs be 
of his power. 

Our felucca no fooner touched 
my valet leaped aftiore, kiiTed 1 
fhewed the moft frantic figns of 
entering the cattle, left me, when 
his affiftance. Soon after the cuf 
cer and the lieutenant governor i 
goods landed, and to receive the d 
flantly gave me to onderftand thai 
to be an European, and were acqu 
troubles in Mingrelia. 

This afionilhed me ; but I wag 
that I had been betrayed by my \ 
The officer of the cuftoms afked r 
. and gave orders for (earching c 
they could find nothing I wiflied I 
faddle, however, weighing more } 
as they had been ufcd to, th^ mi 
ed it, but finding nothing more 
tbey laid it down. 
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Of Ibe eight ImndrRd piftolra in my pofTcHion, 
I carried half about me, and lite other half I put 
into 3 wallet, with fome articles of little vaSue, 
and faftened theai witli a padlock. The cuftom 
houfe officers and the janizaries infifted on my 
opening this wallet, which I promifed to do in 
the houfe. They then took me with theni, and 
the lieutenant governor made me pay one per 
cent, on my goods, and the culiom- houfe officer 
five. The lacter alfo plundered me of twenty- 
two piftolcs in gold, and whatever elfe he fanci- 
ed, particularly of a pair of piftola, the only arms 
J had; for which, however, he paid me about half 
the value. 

After this rapacious conduft, he invited me to 
lodge with him ; and on exprefling my allonilh- 
ment at this fnddoli change of his beha^Hour, he 
vindicated hi rafelf, renewed his invitation, and 
even promifed to fapply me with a guard to pro- 
tect ray baggage over the mountains. 

But though I had reafon to think afterwards 
that he was fincere in his profelTions, I was fear- 
ful of trufting to them, left he fliould difcover my 
treafure. 

It was almoft night when I left this officer. 
My valet had carried my baggage to the place 
where our mariners lodged, which was awretch- 
ed cottage, pervious to all kinds of weather, and 
filthy to an extreme, 

I received many expreflions of concern for mj* 
lofa, and they blamed me for not intmfting my 
wallet to their care, as their goods paid no duty. 
"While I was eating a bit of bifcuit, a janizary 
came to inform my valet that the lieutenant goi 

nor wanted him, and foon after I was font for. 
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griher,bo!h drunk. After being In a manner foro 
*(1 to eat and drink, the lieulenant demandeel t«o 
hundred ducats, as a fum due to his mailer Awn 
. bU Chriftian churchmen who vifitcd this conntiy. 
J dilputed but in vain ; I attempted to retire, " 
was threatened with being put in irons ; and 
lafl, compounded by paying one hundred ducat) 
to the lieutenant, and four to tbe janizaries, 
was even compelled to entreat the former lo ai 
cept of this Cam, and to fwear that I would not 
complain of his extortion. 

Nest morning, a part/ of foldiera was fent W 

' lay miferabie lodgings, to esamine my faddle 

again, and to fearch roe. This filled nae with the 

greatcA uneafmefs, but tliey made no new difco- 

very. 

After I had undergone thefe impofilions, I wM 
allowed two men to carry my baggage as fatal 
Acalzika, and received a paflport, with a recom- 
I mendation, that rayfelf andniy valet (h on Id war 
white turbans to command more refpe£t, ThisI 
I readily cotiiplied with, and left this iniijuitow 
I place with a fenfible plcafurc. 
I I now began to feel a little compofure, to 

I which, for five months, I had been a ilrangcr. 
Infult, flavery, marriage^ the lofa of property, tbe 
fear of death, had alternately diftrafled my mind, 
and thrown me into the deepeft dejeSion. 
, I now afcended Mount Caucafua with an agi- 

lily that furprifed my porters ; for the body ia li- 
terally light when the heart is at eafe. Nest 
day,the3d of December^ I proceeded five leagues. 
We fometimes were fo near the moft ftupeiidom 
I precipices, that it was impoflible to be qtutc &■ 
relied of terror. We kept canftanily afcending; 
tad in ibc evening ati'meA aN. » N\\\'i%ei'«vWy.wd 
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l>y Turks and ChriHians, where the rain and the 
iiiow obliged us to remain the folJowing day. 

Setting out again, in two days travelling I 
[ proceeded eleven leagues more, five of which 
cnly 1 could ride on horfeback, on account of the 
afperilies of the way, and the difficulty of ibme 
of the pafles. The two next days I advanced 
about (ixteen leagues, and reached the iGmmit of 
Mount Cauoifus. We then began to defceod j 
and about half way down we faw the veftiges of 
many churches and ca(ile«,deIlroyed by the Turks, 

Cancafus is one of tlia highcH mountains I 
had ever paft. It is one of the three chains which 
tlivides Afia : the other two being Taurus and 
Imaus. It lias the moH frightful precipices, and 
in many places the paths are cut out of the folid 
rock. It was wholly covered with foow, whicb 
was every where leu feet deep ; and my conduc- 
tors wpre frequently obliged to clear it away with 
(hovels. They wore fnow-iliocs to prevent their 
finking, and by the affillance of them they were 
enabled to run with great fwittnefs. 

The top oj' Mount Caucafus, which is eight 
leagnes over, is perpetually covered with fnow. 
Wbei) we had reached Ibis point, my guides 
made long pi-ayers to their images, to obtain a 
ceflation of wind, which, had it blown hard, 
vfoukl infallibly have burled us all. 

In crolling this frightful mountain, which li 
thirty-fixleagucaover.icDUld not ride above eight 
of them ; and was often alarmed left the horl'es 
iliould be quite lolt in the holes covered by the 
fnow. For two days we feeiued to be enveloped 
in clouds, and could not fee twenty paces before 
UB. On defccnding, the clouds feemed to bo 
aiovlng Udder cur feet, Whsu "«t\c*c\iRi.>^» 
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boiiom, we found outfelves in a beautTruT'anS 
teriile vallpy, three miles broad, covered wilh v'i- 
isges, and watered by tlie River Kur, 

Notwilbllanding its rugged appearance, Cauca- 
fug 19 fertile almolt to the top, producing com and 
fniits, and liipporting numbers of hogs and large 
catlie. Tlie vines twine ronnd the trees, and rife lb 
high, that the natives cannot reach the upper 
branches. There are many dreams of excellent 
water, and a great number of villages in ihemoft 
favourable fpots. 

It was now the time of vintage, and I found 
both the new and old wJne excellent. The pra- 
iaots live in cabins, built of wood ; each familj 
baving four or iive of tbem. The women grioa 
the corn, as often as they want bread.and bakellici 
dough on round iiones, about a foot in diaateler, 
and nightly hallowed. The ftone being wcli 
healed, they wet the dough upon it, and cover it 
with hot alhes and embers. The bread thus baked 
is white and very good. 

I lodged every night at the houfe of fotne p«- 
fanl, of whom I hired horfes and men to carry mj 
baggage. The Turk, who had been appointed 
for my guide, took care that I fliould be fpeedil/ 
and punflually ferved. The native* luppHed ni 
with fowls, eggs, puUe, aud fruit in abundance; 
for all which nothing was demanded, nor would 
my coodutlor allow we even to icake prefenH la 
return . 

The inhabitants of thefc mountains are chiefly 
Chrifiians of the Georgian church. They havs 
very fine complexions, and among the woracDi 
many are extremely beauliful. They foccB to 
lire much more comfortably than the MiDgreli* 
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ntglit OD the gth, I arrived at Acalzika. 
is a forrrefs built in a hollow, betweep a 
ler of little hilU, from ^rhich it might be 
battered down. It has a doable wall, and 
■a with aDcient battlements on the top, but 
ruus mounted. On the furroanding emi* 
IS are about four huodrcd houfcs newljr 
, the only ancient fabrics being the two Ar- 
an churches. 

e town is inhabited by Turks, Armenians, 
{ians, Greeks, and Jews, who all profcfs their 
aive religions without moleftation. The ri- 
!ur, or CyruR, which has its fourcein Mount 
afns, pafTes near this place. The bafhaw of 
uka lodges in the fortrer<i, and his principal 
irs and the militia arc difperfed in the neigh* 
ng villages. 

ter baiting a few days, E fet out from Acal- 
towards the eait, and after proceeding about, 
leagiics.foundtheplainof Acalzikacontrad, 
,he mountains approach each other. Where 
alley becomes narrow, there Hands a Turk- 
iftle built on a rock, wathed by the river Kur. 

officer of the cuftoms relides here, I waa. 
ul of being flopped and examined ; hut by 

fortune I Was allowed lo pafs without oppo- 

lis Nation is called Ullcer, After advancing 
leagues farther, we al'cended a mountalni 
:h feparates Perfia from i he duminions of the. 
X, It is covered with villages, and the ruini 
.files, fiirtrefles and churches, which cvipce 
"ormer grandeur of the Georgians, and th© 
Hating conquefts of the Turks and Perfians.- 
'e next journeyed through the delightfnt 

1 of SiurhaiUi paQlng a Urec ^vUb^ia Vvih^ « 
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fort of ihc fame name. This plain is bcaufifdlf 
fpriakled witb woods, villages, and catUei be- 
longing to tlie Gcorgiar lords ; every fpot being 
in a Rate of high cultivation. 

We then crolTcd a mountain, leaving on OQI 
rigbt 3 city, whicli is faid lo have been once of 
great magnitude, nnd flill contains about five 
fundred houfes. On dcfeending the mountain, 
I approached Gory; but inftead of entering that 
town, wcBt direflly to tbe houfe of the Capo- 
chins, to wbora I had letters of recommendation. 

To ibefe fathers I recounted the misfortunes I 
had fuffcred in Mingrelia, and ihe neccflity I 
was under of leaving much 0/ my property there, 
And of coming into Georgia in fcaich of affifr 
Sncc, which I ^equeft they would yield me. Thq 
commlferated my diftreflcs, and tbe dangers U 
which M. Jlaifin and our properly were flill ex- 
pofcd, Tbcy aflured me of their earaeU defire 
to ferve me, aa fooQ as ibey received the ordenof 
their prefeA, who was at Teflis, By their pa* 
fuafion, I ict out immediately for that place i W- 
companied by a lay-brother, named Angelo ie 
Vilerbo, 

Thia gentleman, who had been afligned by the 
Capuchins fur tiiy guide, was both an boneHinaD, 
and an able phyfician aod furgeon. It had beeo 
his good fortune lo fucceed in fome cafes reckon- 
ed defperatc, and even incurable, which hadfptead 
bis fame, and added to his perlbnal refpe^ Bt 
waR perte^Iy actjuainted wiili the language df 
the country, as well as with the country jtiyf, 
sad as he was endowed with much good lenfc, 
cooragc, and patience, I coiild not have itetm mote 
toitiuiate io a compaiucii. 
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- Tn two days we arrived at Teflis, and I was 
condufted to the convent of the Capuchins, where 
1 met witb the prcfeQ, to whom I delivered mj 
letters, and explained the caufe of my journey. 
He was foon fenfible of the neceffity I lay under 
of endeavouring to recover what 1 had left in Min- 
grelia.atallhazards. ltwasagreedon,that Iwasto 
pafe for a Theatine. who had been fent from Col- 
chis to beg affiftance of the Capuchins ; and that 
they were to feud one of their companions with 
me J to relieve my brethren, who had been reduced 
■ to great diHreis by the wjir. 

This being determined on, I prepared for my 
journey. Having put the jewels 1 carried about 
me into a calkct, 1 committed them to the care of 
the prefed. With extreme difiicalty we cogag- 
ed two men and horfes to accompany us. Scarce- 
ly money could iilduce item to rilk a journey in 
which fo many dangers funrounded tbem. I wa) 
obliged to give fecurity for their hories and 
clothes, in cafe they (hoi^ld be robbed of them. 

I now difmifled my valet, who had played me 
a thoufand villainous tricks, and many times at- 
tempted my deflruftion. Having espoftulatcd 
with him on his nefarious con dii ft, I paid him 
for the whole jieriod of Iiia fervice, and exhorted 
him to amendment. But tlie mildnefs of my be- 
haviour had no effe^ on him : he was enraged at 
being difmilVed in a ftrange country, and gave 
me reafon to apprehend fome fatal confcqucnces 
from his refentment, I was almoA tempted to 
Jay him in ii-ons, for my own fafety. By the in- 
lereft of the Capuchins I might eafily have done 
this ; but I pitied the fellow, tiiough the fcquel 
Vfiil Ihcw that lUy lenity was mifplaced. 



ever we camci that we were golug j 
the Theatines of Mingrdia. 

We agai u paflcd mountains cohered 
and afterwards crofled a large river 
thcndefeending a inciintaiTi, we entere 
vallc)', exieiiding into Mingrelia, wai 
veral fireams. Here we lodged at Se 
lagc lituatcd ia the fineft part of tht 
Jmerelta. 

Sefano ij near a caftle, belonging 
cf the King of Imerctta, who being dc 
hearing ihat a Capuchin was arrivei 
lage, ^Dt for htm. It fliould be rcn; 
all miffionarieE praftice as pbyficians. 
garded in that iight. Brother Angel 
the fuDUnona, not without hopes thi 
dent might turn to our advantage. 

Soon afierhe left us, a Capuchin oft 
on borfeback, to inform us that the val 
milTod had been ^t that place, where a. 

Vercd all he V n>» »f m., -nUrTH^fi. I 
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Village of Chkaris, and took op our lodgings 
about a league beyond it, where we were obliged - 
to remain two days, our guides retuling to proceed 
an J farther. 

The rumours of the war, which were conveyed 
■by every paffenger, mtinaidaied (hera fo much, 
that dea[h or rtavery was conlhintly prefent to 
their eyes. To roufe their courage, we repre- 
fented that they had nothing to fenr ; that we 
were apprized of every thing ; that our lives and 
property were as dear to us, as tlieirs were to 
them ; and that we would be refponlible for their 
pcrfonal (afety and for iteir horfo. 

One of them, in the rkame of his companions) 
then defired I woald give them a writing, by 
■which I would engage to purchale them, in cafe of 
their being taken captive, or give one hundred 
and twenty crowns to their wives, in cafe of their 
death. To this propofition I readily aflented; 
and making fome farther promifcs, they were 
prevailed on to proceed. 

Next day we reached Cotatis, and took up 
our lodgings at the houfe of the billiop, who was 
abfent ; but one of his oiBcers, knowing Brother 
Angelo, gave us a councous reception. 

Coiatis is a little town, built at the foot of a 
hill, on the banks of the Phafis. At a fmall dif- 
tance (lands the king's palace. Ttie town hai 
neither fortification norwalls, and is everywhere 
open, except where the river and the mountain 
form a barrier. On an oppofite mountain, be- 
yond the river, (lands the forirefs of Cotatis, 
which has a high donhlc wall, ilrengthened with 
towers. 

During my flay in this town, one day after din ■ 
BCX, i few the rogue of a vnlel eoWt ,-«\\.ti-4.\i K\- 
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' mcnian and a pricft, who Mtne to (he* him l!lfe 
way. The light of this lellow did not much fiir- 

{lyifcme.forniyapprehenlions kcpl him conftanl- 
7 in my eye. I did noi, however, betray the 
lead fymptom of fear when he entered, dreOed 
' in a turban, and with a funoiis look, feated him* 
' felf by my men, witliout an iovitaiion, 
i His iafolence offended me. I alkcd him from 

whence he came. He replied from Aca]zika> 
' which he had done in two days. I then enquir- 
I ed if the way was fo eafy and the mountains fo 
free from fnow, that ho could crofs tl^em in fo 
fliort a fpace. The road, esclaimed he, is the 
I -worfl io the world, and the mountains are cover- 
, ed with foow, like thofe we paffed in coming to 
; Gonia. But you iliall fee, added he, for you mufk 
come to Acalzika : I have orders from the bafliaw 
' to bring you thilher. You muft have force, re- 
I plied I) to carry mc iheri-, where 1 have no biifi- 
, nefa, You are ill advifed : you know J paid you 
oS at Tetlis, and if you are not fatisfied, you 
I ought to make known your demands, witlwut 
' soing to Acalzika on fnch a trifling affair) you 
I niay have juftice done yon at Cotatii, 
I This I fpokc in a gentle manner; when the 

TJUain, turning with r furious air to his compani- 
on, bid him call in ihe Turks. This was merely 
■ n arlilice to territy me', I own I gave up all 
for Infl, The prince of Colatis, who was prcfent, 
not nnderlianding ihe langnage in which we 
fpoke, was ignorant of what wae pafling ; but bc> 
ing informed of (he caufe of the difpme, and the 
equity of my propofal, he immediately intereflect 
I Jiim/hlf in the affair, and ^vefiti \\\c ^tSvwi \a 
; mgree la fomc reaffinable XermB-, ta^ Wfc \™«t 
: <*'y raidj Uie more infoleulhB \ietiiim»i. ^^^*=^g^:j 
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lolinj all patience, I flruck at him with my 
fword i b\it fome of the people arreftcd die blow, 
and tl)e villain fled in a great friglit. 

After this fracas, it was refolvcd that Brother 
Aiigelo Oiould next morning proceed forward 
into Mingrelia, wliile the otiier Capuchin flioiild 
&ay with me, becaulb we could not hire horfes 
for all. 

On the 2d of January, Angelo fet out with all 
the horfes and men I had brought from Teflis. Af- 
ter his departure, I returned to Chicatis, where £ 
bad continued aboat a fortnight, in much fufpenfe,' 
when one mcrning, at break of day, M. Railio, to 
my agreeable fvirprife, aivaked me. lie inform- 
ed me that Brother Aiigelo and his party bad ar- 
rived fafely at Sipias, and that he was overjoyed 
to hear 4}f me. He inftantly prepared to fet out 
to meet me, by digging up the Ireafure whiciL 
had been concealed, part of which he had brought 
with him, and part he had left in the cnilody of 
themoft laithful of our valets, not liking to rilk 
tl)e whole at on& liake. 

Having proceeded thus far,he added, "don't be 
alarmed at what I am about to relale — all goes 
on well. When we arrived at ColatiB, we took 
Dp otir relidcnce at tlie biibop's. But 1 did not 
know of the difpute between you and the valet, 
or I would not have flopped there. Father An* 
gelo and our men, not reflecting on his malice, 
prevailed on me to make a halt there, to refrelli 
ourfelves after our fatigues. 1 confentedi but 
while we were at dinner, the villain of a valet 
■ntered with twenty janiiariea, and in a loud voico 
exclaimed, where is your mafler! He altfmpt- 
ed to kill m«, and has not paid me; but I wiU 
certainly pay him. Ue looked about for 'j<^*^> 
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and eftferRd another room, in hope* of taSin^ 
ycra concealed there. I followed him, and conjur- 
ed him not to ruJn as ; that if my aflbciale had 
ufcd him ill, or withhdd hia wages, 1 was not an- 
iVerabl^ forit i but tliat let his demands be what 
they would, I would difcharge them, if he would 
fctifl awey (he Turks. He aufwered, that to lhi» 
he agreed, and whi^n be Lad difmiO'ed ihem, he 
would come to mc again. 

" He then relumed into the ball, and (hew'iog 
Brother Angdo to (he janizaries, bid them fciie 
him, and carry him to xhr^ governor of the fortrefi. 
The janizaries, laying bold of him, looked round 
to fee if there was aiiy thing they could fieal, and 
itiimediately made free with our cloaks ; but iac- 
tunatelydid not meddle; with the arms nor bsgal 
Mrried about me, in which were gnid andjeweli 
to the amount of forty thoufand crowns. 

"Themoraent Che janizaries had left the boufe, 
I fent a valet to follow Brother Angelo, and con- 
jured the carriers to fly with us inftantly. Tlttf 
horfes were quickly faddled and loaded, and ft 
■we are, having Joft nothing worth notice.'' i~^ 

It is irapofliblc to exprefs the j( 
tion gave me. The Capuchin ii 
ed on the (juecn and the bjfl 
defire them to proi" 
Angelo. Meatiwrti 
five men, to b 
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Teflis, together with a Theatme Monlc, and F«- 
■ ther Angelo., I embraced them all with emotiotij 
ifter which the latter drew me afitle lo relate the 
fequel of his adventure. 

It appeared that the naliciaus valet had re- 
prefented to the governor of Cotaiis, tliat I owed 
him three hundred crowns, or which he obtained 
a party of janizaries to fearch for me. He had 
litcewife given out, that I was an ambafladcr, and 
Uiat in my perl'oD the governor would find a 
prize which would enrich him for ever. The 
villain prefled the janizaries to bind Father An- 
gelo, and ufe him ill ; but a reoegado Italian in- 
terfered, and procured a milder treatment. When 
lie was taken before the governor, the latter alk- 
ed the villain, if that was his maftcr. He replied 
that he was not hi^ tuaHcr, but that he kaew 
where bis mafter was. 

The governor then interrogated Father Ange- 
lo refpcSing me; but he deniedany farther know- 
ledge of qte, than that I was a poor friar, who had 
takea the trouble to inform them of llie mifer- 
able fiate to which my order was reduced in Min- 
grelia ; and that when he left me, I was on my 
way to Teflia. The governor then infilled that 
the father fhould pay the three hundred crowni 
in difpute, and ordered him to be frarched, when 
only fevenpiftoles were found in hi-; girdle, which 
I had given him. Enraged at this dilappoint- 
ment, the governor exclaimed, "Wretch! where 
arc the riches (bou hail promifed me ? hail thou 
brought me this poor man, to mock mc ? Thou 
art a villain, and 1 will order thee to be ba&iaa* 
deed to death." My lord, te^Wci \\x«. V[es^(Si»^ 
yalet, the rkb^ ar« in the haviia o^ ^1 TOa-**-^*. 
K*Mon«fc, who isat Uie biftvo^i. " "Oti^.'**'^ 
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•rt," retarned the governor, " why haft thoa nof 
bronght him, then ? Go and fetch him." 

The vaiet returned to the bifljop's with his ja- 
niMrieSi but luckily M. Railiii was gone. The 
governor was then quite tranfported with rage 
■gainft the valet ; on which Father Ange!o relat- 
ed his iniqnitous conJuft, and how generoull^ I 
had treated hina. 

At night Father Angelo was invited by the 
governor to fupper, and finding (hat he was s 
phyfician, made him vifii fume Tick foldiers in th« 
fbrtrefs. Next day tlie qiieea and the biAiop 
fenC to procure his relcafe; and a certain great 
lord, wtiofe lady was ill, hearing that he was con- 
fined in the fortrefs for debt, paid twenty-fiva 
eiowm for his difcharge, which were afterwardf 
returned to him, and the worthy father joined my 
comrade at Chicaris, The valet, it appeared, vai 
confined in the fortrefs, and it was probable he 
would not efcape punifliment. 

Surrounded as we were by Co many dangerg,and 
Bt times in the momentary expe^ation of lofing 
every thing, on making an eftimate of our real 
lolTeE, we had the fatisfaftion to find, that it did 
not amount to more tlian one per cent, on our 
capital. 

Georgia, in which country we had now found 
proteftion, is bounded by Circaflia, RuOia, Arme- 
nia Major and Minor, the Black Sea, and Ime- 
rtMta. This track was deoominated Iberia by tho 
ancients. It is full of woods and moantains, in- 
terfperfed with fpacious and delightful plains. 
Throagb the centre of the country flows the Kur, 
or Cyras, which ditpentcs\ifcaM\."jaa\fet^i\.'^?» 
HrUDB, 
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. The sir of Georgia is dryaiidwarminfummer, 
\>nt cold in winter. The &ic veather commencca 
Bboiit Uiemontli of May, and lafta till November. 
The bread, fruits, and roots, are moft excellent. 
No part of Europe produces more delicious pearl 
and apples, nor any part of Afla better pomegra- 
nates. Indeed the cholcelt fruits are found in 
profulioD. 

The cattle are cjttremely numerous; though 
the inhabitants live chieAy on fwiiie'^Helli, wliich 
IS not only palatable, but wbolefomc. Wild boars 
are very common, and wild-fowl of various kind* 
Are incomparably delicate. The leas and rivers 
produce great abundance of fifh. 

No country affords more delicious wines, which 
are freely drank by the iiatives, and confiderablc 
quantities exported. A horfe load, about three 
butulred wdgh t, of the befl (luality, fells for about 
the value of eight IhiUings: inferior forts maybe 
purcha&d at half that price, Georgia alfo pro- 
duces large (junniities of £Ik, which is exported to 
Turkey and other countries. 

The Georgians are the handforaeft people In the 
eafl> and perhaps in the whole world. I never 
remarked an ordinary perfon of either fex ; but I 
liarc feen many who were quite angelical. Na- 
ture has bedowed ou the women the moft en* 
cbantlni; graces of form: to fee them is to love 
them. But they injure their beauty with paint, 
which is ufed as a decoration, in the fame man- 
ner as jewels and rich clothes among ui. 

Thefe people have a ready wit, and, with tL« 

ndvantilgcs ofeducation, might be capable of (hi-u- 

iag Id the Jifaerai arts ; but ihc Rc^efe. tA iW'o.- 

^o6tion, and ifae prevalence oS \\\ ciatw'i^*!, t««" 

dtrthem ignorant, diihQncft, awXNVis^v "^'=' 
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do not feem to hold a want of veracity in the Con- 
tempt it deferves: with the grealeft effrontery, 
Ihey will maintain and vindicate a falfehood. In 
their enmity they are irrcconcileable; but tht^ 
are not prompt to psidinn, nor do ihey often con- 
ceive a hatred without fufGcicnt caul'e, 

Drankenoefs and luxury arc reigning vices. 
£atb churchmen and laity are equally addicted to 
women, nor is this attended with any fcandal. 
The prefeft of the Capuchins alTnred me, he 
had heard the catholicos of Georgia fay, that he 
who does not get drunk at the great feftivals, 
ought not to be efteemed a Chriftian, and defei-ve* 



L 



The women are not lefs diffipated than the 
ineu ; and to their behaviour may be afcribed 
much of that torrent of impurity which overflowa 
the country. In their I'ocial intercourfe, howevOTi 
the Georgians arc civil, friendly, and afFeS gra- 
vity of manners. Their cuftoma are borrowed 
from all the furrounding nations. This may ori- 
ginate from ibe comnaerce they carry on with 
other countries, an4 from the liberty every one 
enjoys of living according to his own religion and 
habits, and of freely defending them. Many na- 
tions arc mingled with them. The Armenian* 
are even more numerousi than the Georgiatis tbem- 
felvesi they are alfo more rich, and till moft of 
the inferior offices in the Aace. The Georgians, 
however, are more powerful, vain, and oflenta- 
tioua. The difparlty of their difpofitions, man- 
ners, and modes of faith, has given rife to a. re- 
ciprocal hatred, which is carried fo far, that thejr 
never intermarry. In fliort, the Georgians con- 
fider the Armenians much in the tame light that 
theBuiepeans do the Jcwi. 
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TTic habit of the Georgians bears a clofe refeni- 
bJance to that of the Poks; but they coicr their 
feet and legs after the I'erfiun Qianiier; aud iho 
died of the women is wholly Perlian. 

The houfes of the granilees, and the pubHe 
edifices, are all eonlirutted on the model of the 
Perfiani. Building is very cheap; for ihey have 
wood, ftone, plafter, and lime in abundance. 

The nobles cxercife the moft tyrannical power 
ever their vafliil:;, whom they oblige to labour for 
them, whenever, and as long as they plwfe, with- 
out food or pay. Indeed they conlider that they 
poittk a right to their lubflance, liberty, and 
lives: they fell their cliildren as. they would da 
Ihcir own cattle; but to make the moft of them, 
Ihey feldora difpofe of the women till they reach 
their iwentietii year. 

In refpett to religion, the Georgians arealinofl 
as ignorant as the Mingrelians. Both thefe conn- 
tries received thekuowledgeof Chrillianily in tho 
{iiurlb century, from a woman of Iberia, who em- 
braced this divine religion at Conftantinople; but 
they have wholly loll the fpirit, and almoft the 
practice of it. There arc ftil), however, many. 
bifhops in Georgia, befides Lbe calholicos, or pa- 
Uiarch. 

The prince, though cf the Mahometan faith, 
common] V filfc the vacant fees with his own rela- 
tions i even the calhulicos is bis brother. Tiie 
cbnrches in the towns arc kept in decent orderj 
tut in the country tbey are much otherwifr. 
Thftfc people have a ftrange cuflom of crefting 
(Jicir churches on the toi-piof n\imT\i.fi\'fts,\'c\ &&koX. 
' and aSoJoti inaccefiiblc plicsa. ^"aeVL*C!y;H casow 
h Iffigiitrtheyrainte them, thcrn^ avCwt &.«3.-o< 
fcc/fcagoes: buttOiey do uol o^UittCvACi *.V«-'»'>^ 
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it U certain that moll of tbem are not once opsotd 
in ten years. They build Ihera, and then aban- 
don tberp to dilapidation. 

Moll of the grundef-s make a profeQion of Msr 
bomelanil'm, to gain employment or preferment 
from tbc prince. Some of them have fo Uttl« 
fenfe of fliame or honour, as to introduce the moft 
beautiful of their daughicra to tJie prince, in ex- 
peftatiott of being rewarded by a place or a pen- 
lion. 

While I was at Teflia, a Georgian lord acquaint- 
ing the prince that he had a niece eminent for 
beauty, wag ordered by Wis majefiy to bring her to 
court. The villain went to his iiHer, who was 
a widow, and told her the prince was inclined t9 
marry her daughter; and that flie (null prepar* 
her for fnch a diAinguiflied honour. The nut* 
ther immediately informed the poor girl of the 
violence that was about to be o^ered to her in* 
dinations; for flie was ftrongly attached to s 
ndghbouring youth of quality, who ardently lov- 
ed herj and the mother had encouraged UutiT 
pa (lion. 

In this dilemma they took the refolution if 
condole wltli the lover, They fent for him, and 
he was not How in appearing. He found th? 
mother and his fiame fliul up by themfelvet^ 
mingling their tears, and in the agonies of djf* 
Irefsj bewailing the feverity of their fate. "THn 
enamoured youth threw himfelf at Ihdr feet, and 
alTured them that nothing was fo terrible to his 
apprehenlion as the lofs of his miltrefsj and that 
the prince had no veiigeance equal to depriving 
_bita of her. That an immediate marriage was 
the oaly wiy to efca^ c tho iaue that was laid fot 



ter, an^ then ihe pcrfvdiDUs uncle might be in- 
fbrraed (he was no longer a virgin. 

The propofal was accepted, and the mothef 
leaving the room, the lover wiped away the tear! 
of difirefs that fell from the bright eyes of his 
Dufirefs, by inftantly marrying her. The uncle 
was foon apprized of the wholcj and ran lo in- 
foaa his majelty of the tranfadion, who, exafpe- 
jated at his difappointaient, ordered mother, 
daughter, and hulband to be brought before hiin. 
Senfible of their danger, they had fought fecurity 
by flight, aad for fonie months efcaped by ehacg- 
ing the place of their retreat. At length, being 
convinced that they could not long avoid purfnitV 
Ihey got to Acal7,ika, where they put themfelvej 
under the proteflion of the Turkilh bafliaw. 

The dread of limilar miiifortunes obliges fnch 
ef the Georgians as happen to have daughters re- 
markable fortheir beauty, to marry them as foon 
■spoJlible; and even in infancy. In particular 
thnpoor marry theirs fometimes when they arn 
in Iheir triidlc, that their lord may not fell them 
ornle ihem as concubines. What a mifcrable 
nation is this, where the ties of nature may he la- 
aeraied uotonly with impunity, but alfo without 
imputation of wrong! 

Georgia has four fortified towns, Tefiis, Gory, 
Suramd, and Aly. Teflis, the capital, is lituated 
»t the bottom of a mountain on the river Kur. 
it it ruFToanded with handfome walla of fomd 
Breng ih, ejicept on the river fide. On tlie decli- 
vity of the mountain is a large forlrefs, garrilbned 
w^lb native Perfians. Here is a public fquare, ail 
vl'enal, and a market. The fortrcfs is a placeof 
Ttfuge for criminals and debtoia. Tlw ■^vvWue-KS 
Ceorgia is obliged to puCh ihtoueiv'A.NJUetvi* ^i*» 



witbout the gates of the city, as is cuftonsarjr, 
receive the li'tters and preftnis lent by the ki 
flf Pcrfia; tlie city b.ivuig no.oihcr entrance 
lie road from PerCa, but through ihis fartre 
■nd tlie prince never enters it williout apprchc 
fions forlxis pcrlbnal fafety. 

Teflis contains fourteen churches, wliich is 
esjraordinary number io a place wiiere there is 
little devotion. The cathedral, which is call 
Sion, Hands on the banks of the river, and isbu 
of hewn Hones, It is an ancient fabric, and i 
four naves. In the centre is a largR ilomc, fu 
■ ported by ma fly pillars. The infidels filleJ wi 
I Greek paintings, fo wi'ctcliedly executed, that it 
difficult to fay what they are inleuded to rcpi 
feuc. The bilhop's palace and ihe princii 
church of ihe Georgians adjoiu the cathedral. 

Though this city, and indeed the whole pi 
vincc, is fubjeft to Perfia, and is governed bj 
prince who profefles ^lahometanifRi, it does n 
eontain one mofquc. The Perfians, indeed, ha 
W.tempted to build them, but the natives ha 
eonflaotly rifen and demolitlied the work, as fi 
ts it advanced. Thefe feditions are not difplci 
iag to the princes, tliough the^ make a ihew 
reprelTmg them : for, having abj.ured Chriftianii 
merely to obtain the v iceroyalty, they do not wi 
to fee the eilablifliment of Mahomeianifin, 

The Georgians are naturally mutinous, fick 
snd brn-e; and being litunted near the Turl 
their mafterfi are oblig;ed Io treat them with grt 
lenity, loft they fliould throw ihemfelves inw t 
«,rn)B of the grand feignior. They are allowed 
ufc bcUs in their churches, lo feil pork daily 
die markets, and wine at the. corners of the ftrec 
The public flrnaarcs 3V"Ce*t« «\aVe, wt\<i;« 
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t(I. ■ The palace nf the pfincc is one of thP rapi- 
lal 'orBanienw of the placr. It contains grand 
falcons, which open to the riTer, and fiice vciy 
eXtenfii'e garrlchi. BefrW the palace is a fquart; 
in which onethoiifand horle may be drawn u|f;^ 
It is furrounded by fliops, and oppoliie the palace 
^at» is the grand baiar, t'roni (he upper enfl of 
irbicfa, the fijiiare and the front of ihe palace ap- 
pear in beantiful perfpeflirc. The vicinity of 
tbc city is adorned with pkafure boufes and gar- 
dens. 

On the lOtt, ihe prefeft of the Capuchins inJ 
nounced in/ arrival to tlie prince, which indeed' 
could riot have becu concealed, had I wiflied irj' 
but I wah defirous of bring; inlfodnced to hitn, 
that I miglitexhibittlie king of Pcrfia'spaflports, 
•ddrclTed to all governors of provinces, to whom 
I, was firungly rccojnmeBdcd, In confequence of 
'^3, I tnade' no doul't I fiioukl find a favourabltr 
xecepcion, and an efeort to condufl me fafciy out 
dfhls dorniiiions. 

"The prince, named Chanavas Khan, told 'the 
prtfcft 1 vas welcome, and that it would be do- 
ing htm a plcafurc to ^vait on him as foon as I 
conld. Two days after, be fent a gentleman to 
in/orm me that be was entering on a week of fef- 
tWity, daring which he/hoalddaiiy give a public 
entertainment to bis whole court, and defired my 
itenpiny. 

•nie Capurfiinj advifed roe nnd M. Raifln, ray 
AMnrade, to appear in our beft clothi's, and on 
tlidr account lomaV- (be priiiCea liberal prcferitj 
I was happy to have an opportunity of fliewing 
my gratitode lo thefe friendly people, for liie im- 
portaDl fervices they had domi mc, t-tiAx^ii^iy^ 
' d to their leqtieft. 
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It was near nooji when we cnlcred the ^ 
scrompanted by the pretext and one of the c 
lounity, named Fatier Raphael. We found 
prince in a hall, about one hundred feet long 
forty broad, with an open front towards the li 
The ceiling was covered with mofaic work,' 
fupportcd by a num'ber of pillars, between twe 
five and thirty feet high, p3int>°d and giU, and 
whole apartment was. covered with «peftry. 

The prince and his chief nobility were pis 
near three fires, which, with feveral braziers, 
ficiently warmed the room, Tiie ciiftomary u 
of laluiation to the prioi-e, is by kueeliqg at 
or three paces diAance, and tnrice bowing 
bead. But this is difpenfed with in regan 
Europeans; and I made my obcifmice Villi 
kneeling. I was then condnilted to my plan 
two gentlemen in waiting ; but I did not cbul' 
take precedence of the Capuchins, as I was | 
of an opportunity of doing them honour. 

While I was performing the introduSory Ci 
monies, a gentleman at the door of the hall t 
my letterB patent from the fovereign of Pei 
which I held in my hand, and the prcfent for 
prince, which I bad ranged in a large lilver be 
The prince opened the patent, put it to his mo 
and forehead, and then delivered it to his pr 
miuifler, to inform him of its contents. 

This done, be eyed the prefenC, which 
placed at his feet, with much curiofityand fc 
ing pleafure. It confifled of a large watch 
iilvcr cafe, chafed and gilt; a cryftal mi 
mounted in filver; a gold box enamelled, to I 
Opium; a very neat cafe of furgical ii " 
aiad kaiyci with cutiuus haadL 
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The primeminifter having read the patent in a 
low voice, explained its contents. All the great 
men adniir«l the golden letters, and the elegant 
lowers of the bordnie. Befidi^B the writing in 

Sold, there were words in blue and red, by way of 
ifiinflion, \rhiletherefl waijii black charaderg. 

In bowing to tlie viceroy, I Ipoke not a word, 
nor did be moVc. A moment aftsr I was icaled, 
be lent me a brge loaf on a gilt dilli. and ordered 
me to be told that 1 was welcoqic. Soon after hs 
fent to aft nie the events of the war between the 
Poles and the Turks. 

I Jhall not iiltempt to dclcribe (he order and 
magnificent.' of the fcaft, which was ferved up : 
lulSce it to ia)', that much wine was drank, and 
a prodigious quantity of viands confumed. We 
Ikt three hours at table before we arofe, and at 
this period the roaft n.cat was iiot bionght in. 

In retiring, we made a low bow to ihe princ^ 
when he again Cent to tell v.^ wc were welcome, 
snd ordered us to be attended home. 

On the Mlh, the prince lent us ft prefent of two 
large flaggons of wine, two pheafaiits, and four 
partridges. The meflenger informed me, that 
tlie prince defired he would enquire whether we 
wanted any thing, and whether the Capuchini 
took care to entertain us well ; and to lell us that, 
if we liked hia wine, we were welcome to fend 
every day to bis pantry for more, I made my 
acknowledgments to the gentleman, oudreqneil- 
cd him to alTure the prince that the Capuchins 
look rare of all our wants, and that we drank 
the prince's health with our fricTide, in the wioe 
he had favoured us with. 

On the fecond day after, the prince itw'ited m 
to theuaptial cercmonm ottoa m«t,>«V\';:i\;«*a«. 
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iblemDized at the palace. I aerordingljf attend 
with the preftil and Farther Uapbaeli but I 
ceremony was almoil over befoic we arrived, 
was pert'ormed in the grand I'aloon, where wc h 
previoully dined; snd a numher of ladies bei. 
prefect, no oilier gentlemen were admittedi & 
the prince and his near rctdtiona. 

It is only fince Georgia became Aibjeft 
Perfia, that the women have been precluded frt 
thefocietyofihenien, This.howevM, takes- plj 
only in the townsj tor in ihe country-, aiid pla< 
wber6 tliere are no Mahom&laos, ihey 'Dal) 
wear veils, nor retrain from converialion w: 
the other fex. 

Tlie marriage feafl wns ferved up on a tern 
of the palace, furrotindcd with a iofa, two f 
high, and on it was erefted a grand p!*villi( 
fupporied by five columns of lighi and elegii 
mechanifm. The liriing wa4 ot' piiA end fih 
brocade, and painted linen, fo anitieially joini 
that, by the light of tapers, it appeared like a ce 
ing of flower^ and mc^ifcu. Tiie tloors wern < 
Teied with line catpet^i, and the place was light 
by a number of large lamps fixed on maliy llaO' 

The guefts, who amounted to about one hu 
dred, were ranged on ibfas, extending round t 
room. That on which the prince fat was elcval 
above the reft, and covered -with a canopy id foi 
of adome. Hisfon andhrotliersfatoii hisrigl 
and the bifhnpson the left. The prince plae 
us with the Capuchins, inimediately under t 
billiops, and below ub were the muficians. 

Soon after the bridegroom entered, led by t 
Ciithulicos, and having liiken liia feat, the priuc 
relaiioas approached liin.\ wUli their complimoi 
Mad prefeais, aad Una wia ^via ^a-j tsicft. t^^ ' 



gued), eflcli in Lis rank. The prefenti confifted 
of moDcv-iogoMandfilvci, andfmalj lilvprciip»: 
the total value might be equal to two hundred 
crowns. 

Meanwhile the fupper wa.t ferred up in ibe 
fallowing order. The cloths being laid on the 
folas, the bread was neTt placed, and then ihe 
meal, which was ferved up in large coyered filver 
diJhes. Tbofe who brought the dilhes into the 
apartTneDt,rat)ged them on a cloth at the entrance, 
while others fet them Irfore the careers, who 
filled the plates, and prel'ented them to (hegnefts 
in order. They firft ferved one kind of meat 
round, and then another. 

The feaft confifled of three ferviecs, iu each of 
which were about fixty covers. The firft was 
compofedofvariousloTts of pilaw, a well-known 
oriental dilh, very pablaljle and extremely wholc- 
fome. The fecond fervice was of tariB, tweet and 
four frical'ees, and ragouts. The third was of 
roaft meat. 

All the feveral ferviccs were mixed with fifli, 
t^gi, and pulfe, for the ecclefiaftics. Every ibiug 
was condufied witli lilence and regularity! ib that 
there was neither the con fu Hon nor uoife focom- 
iQon-at European feafls. 

Of drinking vefl'eis tliere was a prodigious nuro- 
brr, and many oftbem very rich and cuHly. Tho 
pjp» and bowls were fame, of gold enanielled. 
Come of polilhed gold, and others were adorned 
with precious flones. ,With thoferaluable uteu- 
£b were mixed horns richly orciainenlcd, Ibme 
made of the horQ of iheihinoceros, and olherat>f 
iporc common aniinnl^j but all handibmely maoo- 
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The roafl meat was not removed when we re- 
tired at mitinight. Hnwiongthefeaft continued 
after I know not. No pcribn drank till the third 
fervice, and then they began lo drink healths iq 
this manner. Four perfons on each fide of the 
princewercferved with hs many cups f nil of wine. 
Thofc on the right liartd drank off the liquor firft, 
and then thofe on the left. The giielis next in 
order, to ihe fame number, were then fervcd !■ 
the fame cups, and fo on till the whole company 
had been gone round. After which ihcy began 
again with eight larger cnps, and proceeded n 

It is cuOomary here to drink the healths of th* 
great in large pntalions; and the guprts, to (hew 
their rcfpeft, not mifrequcntly pledge them till 
they become intoxicEiind. The Capuchins and t 
were excu fed from drinking more than we liked} 
and, indeed, hnd I imitated the freedom of mt 
neighbonra, i fliould have died on the fpot. 

When the healths began, the vocal and inftnf 
mental mulic liruck up, with which the whole 
company feemed iranfported. (bough to my tafts 
it foonded nuie and barbarous. 

On the 20th, 1 defired the prcfeft and Father 

I Raphael lo return thanks to the prince for th« 

honours he had done me, and to rCquefl he wotild 

, grant me a eonduftoc to Irivau, the capital of 

j Armenia Major. Thif favour he readily granted* 

profeffing that he entertained a* great efteeto for 

Europeans, and fhould be glad to fee s nOMbwul 

them fettled in Georgia; and added, tliatif th«f 

xvem ijjfpnled lo trade wvVh\\\«ftov\\vi^,'ftft-»tw^ 

grant lhf.m all the advan\y^eR ^"^^n to-ci*. *«*« 

This bulincfs being fovXi^i- T*^^ ^ *^i 

</ie aath of Februa.y. o^i «*\^e.m«vi« -^ 
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before us, to exonerate us from impolls, and to 
I provide lodgings and fupplies on the road. Next 
day we proceeded eight leagues, through a beau- 
tiful plain, to a town named Cuprikent, or the 
Village of the Bridge, bccaufe it U built near a 
I very fine one, over the Tabadi, The town con- 
fiAs of about one hundred and fifty hculcs, and 
I the bridge, which unites two mountains, ia fup- 
( ported by four uneijual arches, that fpring from 

I two irregular malles of rock in the bed of the ri- 
Ter. At the two extremities of the bridge arc 
fmall chambers and porticos, for the accommoda- 
I lion of palTenger^. Adjoining is a cararanfary in 
ruins, which was formerly one of the mofl mag- 
nificent in Georgia. 
" The three following days we purfued our jour- 

I oey, over mountains ditHcult of accefs, aitdon the 

I 4lii of March arrived at Dilyjaa, a pretty large 
town, feated on a river at the foot of a high and 

' lionid mountain, which forms a part of Mount 

Taurus. 

Therichnefsof thefoil and the number of ths 

villages are almoft incredible; and feme of them 
( arc built on fuch points of land, tliat they are 
, fi:arcely lifible to the pafTengers below, Moflof 
' them are inhabited by Georgian or Armenian 

Chrifiians, who, however, never intermix, nor 

Biren liie in the fame village*. 
t In all our progrefa over thefe mounlaina, we 
i* found neither caravanfaries nor any houfes of 
* public enter taiument. Our guide conflantly pre- 

Y * It U I piioful leStfliDii, thu betwCLa tbc ^\Sue^^eiC&M 

II !fFtht Chtlaiui leliglon gcneull^ moit awmatvi tt\^m,«Bxi 
L bcnrcta Chrlft/jWi and MjhomeUns ot Viiim. , V^o™ ««;^ 
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ceded as, to provide fir our reception, and on out 
arrival at a village, we always found a hoale and 
liable prepared, and flipper ready. Tbc lirl^ day 
I wiihed to acknowledge my obligations to tlie 
landlord, by giving hitn I'omeihingi bat my con- 
duftorpreveiUedme,fayingitwasnotciirtomai7! 
I Slid ibat I ought rather to remember him. How- 
ever, I afterwards privately gave fiMuething to our 
hoSs. We travelled in this way very agreeably; 
and my chamber afnighc wasgiiardeii by the men 
of the village, as well to execute my orders as to 
pfotcd me, though there was no danger to fear. 
' Molt of the habitations are caverns hollowed 

'' out of the earth. Uthen;, however, are coniiru^ 
ed of large beams, and covered with turf, with 
an aperture in the middle, to admit tlie light and 
give veut to the fraoke. The carern houfes have 
the advantage of beijig wanu in winter and cool 
in fummer. 

On tlie 3th, we advanced five leaguei over the 
frightful mnuiitaio that bounds Dilyjan. Thtf 
fatigue of this jonrney was iuexpretlible. I was 
feized with a dyfcntery, which obliged me to dif- 
moUDt every quarter of an hour. The whole 
moutitain was cwered with fnow, and not lb 
much as a tree or plant was to be leen. 
I The road was a narrow path of beaten fnow, 

' by frequent travelling. If we fet a fool out of 
I this path, ve funk in up (o the middle^ It ts 
ifflpolfible to pafs this mountain while the fno^ 
falls, or the wind blows, without the imEninent 
danger of lieiog loll ; and in tbi« miferab'e man- 
ner many pcrfons annuaWy ^criftv. ' _ 
Though half dead, ne,T.l 4ws \ cfla-CvTiVMi^wv 
Joarney, and hafteneA ot\ 'i« \i»?'a '^^ %s*a^ 
J<«a»e relief at Irivan. "We ?^w:«^«A-«"^'^~ 
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1 V conliderable town on the river Zengul, and 
lodged at a hnndlbme monattcry belonging to the 
Armeoians. The munks received me with much 
' kutnanity; butitbciiigLcnt.nothingcouldprevatl 
«n them to favour me with a little chicken broth; 
and it was not without Ibme difliculty that I pro- 
cured fotne eggs. 

- Nest morning, at dajf break, vre departed, and 

travelled nine leaguev over plain) covered with 

fiiow. Travelling over thole frozen tracks it at- 

fended with great pain and danger from the rays 

. of the fun, which, falling on the fnuw, give it an 

I infupportable brigjitnel's. I followed the cxam- 

, pie of tke nativei in putting a thin filk handket- 

chief before my eye». When we met with any 

.; Cf the peafants, it wat neceirary to dilputc who 

' fliould quit the track and plunge into the fnow. 

i|' Vben the numbers were equal, blows fometimea 

decided the fuperiority; but on other occalinns, 

I tte weaken were compelled lo yield. Having 

I psffed fcreral lowat and villages, that night we 

arrived at Irtvan. 

This city i« large, but inelegant, the greateft 
liart being filled with gardens and vineyards. It 
! ii (ituated iu a pbia environed by mountains, on 
. the banks of two rivers which walh it on diS^er- 
cut fides. The fortrefa, which tlands at a fmall 
. dtftance, ia very large, beiug fnvir thoufand paces 

fSMind, of an oval form, and containing eight 
iuodred houfcs. It it wholly iuhabited by Per- 
tans. The Armenians, ind^d, are allowed to 
' cpeB (hops here during the day; but at nighl 
[ tiney return to their houfcs \a \.\\& ciV] . 
I .- J/iJsforrrershas thTee\va\\a o^ ca^'C&,it\^^^«''^- 
jifcnientt of whiui bricks, ftau^ei 'M^'^^ '^^■*C:''« 
fftdaarrmv lampaiH. c jLlctiiiu^ Wi»ft ^"t^X^ 
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« frightful precipice, above two hundred yard* 
dt«p ; at tlic bottom of whicb flows the Zengai. 
This iaaccelfiblc part requires no artifidal de* 
fence. All the gates are cafed with iron, and 
flrenglliened by batteries, jwrrcullires, and guard- 
houfes. The garrilbn conlills of two thoufand 

The palace of the governor of the province 
flands on (he brink of the precipice, and makcl 
s haiidfome appearance. On an eminence at 
fome dlAance is a fort with a double wall, and 
artillery, which is capable of commanding the ci- 
Udel. 

There arc feveral churches in this city, tbs 
principal of which are tJie bilhop's, and one call- 
ed Catovike, which were erefled in the reigiw of 
the latt kings of Armenia. The reft are more 
modem flru6tures, and have fomewhat the refcni- 
blancQ of catacombs. 

Near the epifcopal church ftanda an old tower, 
charged with infcriptions in characters like tbofa 
of Armenia, but the natives of that country can* 
not read them. This is an antique work of An- 
gular architcfture, and round it are feveral ruins, 
apparently belonging to a cloitlier. The origin 
and ufe of ttiis tower are be)'ond the reach ot 
memory, or exifting hiftorical evidence. 

At fome diHance is a large fquare, four htm' 

dred paces in diameter, furrounded with trcBii 

This is ufed for caroufals, horfe-races, wreAling 

matches, and other gymnaftic exercifes. There 

MTC many hatha in the town and fortrefs, and fe- 

rerai caravanfariea, the moft, fa^^^i of whicb ii 

ttt the. vicinity ot \i>e c«6.\e. l*. -«MViS*.v». 

long fince by a govetvioT oi k\a\etC\i. "Wit^ 

i« eighty pacw deep, 'ittd iotma i. &.w ^^ 

f - •. - 1. •__ 
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which ti converted into ihopa where all kinds of 
fluffs are fold. The body of the edifice is fquare, 
sod contains three great lodging rooms, and fixty 
imall ones, with ftables and other accoijimoda- 
tions. Before it is a market furrounded wiib 
fliopsj and on one £de is a mol<jue and two cof- 
fee houl'es. 

I ri van lies in 41 deg. 15 min. north latitude, 
and enjoys a lalubrious, but cold and not very 
dear, air. The winter is of long duration, and 
the fnows fometimes fall in April. The furround- 
ing countr)', however, is e&treraely fertile, and 
thcwineismoft delicioui. The Armenians have 
a tradition, that Noah planted the vine near Iri- 
van, and even indicate the identical fpot. 

Provifions are amazingly clujap in this neigh- 
bourhood, a proof of their abundance. The two 
rivers, and the lake of Irivan, which lies to the 
north-weft of the city, at fome diftancc, fupply 
the inhabitants with excellent iifh, particularly 
trout and carp, which are celebrated all over the 
eaft. I have feen fome of them three feet long. 

The Armenians efteeni this the moft ancient 

city in the world, and believe that Noah dwelt 

there both before and after the deluge. They 

«veD point this out as the fite of the terreflrial 

^ paradife. 

About twelve leagues from Irivan is the cele- 
bnted mountain, on which, almoll all the nalivea 
agree, the ark maft have refted. This moun- 
tain rifei to fuch a height, and is of fuch magni- 
tude that, when the air is clear, it does not appear 
to be above two leagues diftatv*. itowi vi-t ti-vi . 

TAc Armenians coaintam vWi. 'Oce MV>SiSi^ 
ia being on the fumtait ot \)q.\^ ■B\o'i«w.'^> *™ 

t*// Oiat a monk, named iaay«,^JtvB'i^'«■'«w»* 



«d to fee it. or die in the attempt, proeeeded Iialf 
vay up the acclivity, hot could get no fiirthtr ; 
becaulc, having every day afcended fo far, he wai 
rtightlyi during his lleep, carried back tu the 
place trom whence he fet out in the morning. 
They add, tiiat the monk perfevcrcd a long lime, 
till God taking pity on bim, gr;inCed a part of hia 
dclkc, by fending an angel witii a piece of the 
ark to him, and ordering him to be told, that ail 
accefi to the top wax forbidden to man. 

At the bottom of thii mountain i» a village of 
Chriliians, and near it » monaftcry, for which 
the Armenians have a high veneration, believing 
that Noah firft offered facrifice* on that fpot, 
after the deluge. I'liis Is called the Monaiiciy 
ef the Apoflles, from its being pretended that 
the bodies of St, Andrew and St, Matthew were 
found there. They ftill fliew the Ikull of the 
evangeliH,or,at leaft, oneinitsftead. Superflilion 
relate! uumerous abfurdities of this place and the 
environs, which it confiders as its Holy Land. 

Having fcnt to announce my arrival to the 
governor of Irivan, he informed me by a melTen- 
ger, that [ was welcome, and that he was very de> 
(irons of feeing me and fome of the jewels in lay 
polTellion. Being alked if I preferred lod^ng in 
the fortrefs or the great caravanfary, I chofc tha 
latter, becaufe it waa fafficicntly fecure, and ad- 
milted of great variety of company. On this the 
I the governor gave orders that i (hould be fur- 
, nilhed with the bell apartments; and next day 1 
\ removed thither with all my baggage. 
I I'he governor fent t.\ie iwVtnila'ft^ with a com- 

[ tai'fiion for me to receWe, iaii-j.^toTO.iiif^^'^Kt 
■ 4>mccr. breiid, -^ine, 6ftv, ftafc, a^i wi^« 't«'^: 



f^ulatcd i but we found the allowance -^as equal 
to tiie fupporr of double Ihe number of men. 

On the 10th, I paid the governor a vifit by ap- 
pointment; and found him in 3 large, handfome/ 
■iryclofet, -with feveral lords of the country. Ho 
treated me with great complaifance, thrice told 
me I was welcome, and entertained me with 
fweetmealB and RufEan brandy, 

I exhibited my patenis, after which he engag- 
ed me for aa hour in communicating the news of 
Europe, relative to the difpofition of courtR, the 
Aateof the fciences, and the new difcoveiies that' 
had been made. Another hour was fpent in ex- 
imining the jewels I had brought, of which he 
talked like one acquainted with the fubje&. He 
feleflcd fuch aa particularly pleafed him, and 
having kept me to dinner, honoured me with hia 
oonverfation for fome time after; and then dif- 
milTed me with a charge to my mehemander, 
that I ihould want for nothing. 

This governor was highly favoured by the 
king, and revered by the court. His two fons 
were particularly diftinguiihed by the fovereign ; 
and his own juftice and integrity rendered him 
the objed of refpeCi to the people. He feemed 
to poUTefs many amiable qualities, was a man of 
fetife, and attached to the arts and I'ciencea. 

On the 5th of April, this perfonage repaired to 
A camp, which he had caufed to be formed about 
a league from the city, in 'a. large and beautiful 
meadow, covered with the fineft vernal flowers, 
through which the two rivers, on which Irivan 
flands, wind with a gentle cBuife, wA^tii.TO.\aKss^ 
fmall iOaads. The govetnoi * t\MMV« ,VAN'J''si'^» 
and [fiat of the principal pfcT^QVvs njV^ -a-*"***^ 

E«J them, were ieparate, ou i:v&\ua.■^Sva».*a^■^ 
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they Lad a commr.nication wilh eacli ot&er hf 

means of flying iiridges. 

The governor's lenls were extremely magnifi- 
cent, poirclTing all thi: accommodations of a pa- 
' lace in miuiature, even to batlis anil floTes. His 
houlchold coaMed of five hundred men, eccln- 
five of women and eunucbK. 

In thefe rural retreats, the great in this coun- 
I try ufually pafs tiie fpring. They take tlicdivcT- 
) Cons of hunting, filhing, walkiug, and exercifo 
' ■ on foot and horfeback. Thus they enjoy the A- 
lubrinus frelhnefs of the air, at ihe feafoo naoft 
favourable for hca!th itnd pleafure ; and fame- 
times continue this delightful kind of life during 
Ihe bef^ pnrt of the fummer, in tlie charming re- 
celTcs of the neighbouring mountains. 
' On the 6th, 1 dined nilh die lieutenani of ths 

fortrefs, who was a native of X^^rheftac, and I 
' received much amufement and inllrudtion irom 
liis relation of the lingularities in the mannen 
i and culioms of his countrymen, Next day; I 
; was entertained by the trccfurer in a fitnilar 
I (lyle i and I now made thefe gentlemen frane ac- 
knowledgments for the kindnci^ the;' had &ewn' 
' me. I had been escrapled from the cufloinar/ 
duties, by the e^^prefs command of their fuperi- 
ors i but they knew 1 was too well acquainted 
with the cuftoms of the country to think, that 
generolity to a ftrangt^r was pure, and withoat 
^ the espedation of a return. 
I In the afternoon I waited on the governor, At 

> bia encampment, (o lake my leave. He Ihewed 
i me the greatett kitidnets, ^M uq to'j retinn^ 
I gave me letters of reconuxwtnt!.%\;vuti \a \Aad|B^ 
' &iu ia the couil ot ?ci&a. ^H 



CBAKDIH3 TItAVBLS. 

- On the 8lh of April, I took my departure from 
Irivan, and in four days readied Naci-hivaa, once 
a fpacious city, but now a heap of ruins. How- 
ever, in Ibnie parts it has been rebuilt and re- 
peopled, In the midll of the rivcre, b^zarc have 
arifen, in which all kinds of provifiona and mcr- 
. cbandife are fold. The Pcrlian hillorian.'i affirm, 
that this city once contained forty thoufand 
houfcs. Indeed, its ruins evince its ancient m- 
. tent: without the walls sre the remains of ft 
large forirefs, and tnaoy forts which Abas the 
Great deftroyed. 

A few leagues to the north of Nacchivan is a 
large village, named Abrener, or ihc Fertile Field. 
The inhabitants of this and feven adjacent vil- 
bgcs are of the Botnifb church ; the biftiop and 
priells are Dominicans, but the fervice is per* 
formed in the Armenian tongue. 

About three hundred and tihy years ago, a 
Soininican of Eologoa brought this fpot under 
the authority of the pope; and, indeed, at firfl 
bad ranch fuccefs ; but by degrees fei , ral of the 
villages, which had acknowledged the fuperiorltj 
of the holy fee, have returned to their obedience 
to tht; Armenian patriarch, and to their primitive 
modes of failh. 'i'he adherents of the church of 
Rome daily dinainifh, on account of the political 
flifcouragements they lie under. 

Next day, having crolled the Birer Nacchivan 
by a bridge, we proceeded through an arid and 
fteril country to the River Arras, the Arases of 
antiquity, opposite the ruins of Julfa. That citf 
flood on the declivity of a nvo\TO\a\yv.^'4'£vc\i,'C*» 
river. The .ivenucs ihskt \eA \n\^.-*i«t\WLV-ra'^"S 
, dimcuh. and made a\mo& ■\™cct?to> '^l !^ 
' Atxardiag (0 the Ajme»\««. '-^^ "^^^"i tovM.^ 



four thoufand houfes; but many of them »_ 
to have been only cavcrtin in the moonMins, 
more adapted for the Ihelter of caltle than for 
the abodes of men. It is impoffible to find a 
more horrid and barren tjiot : not even a fhrutr 
or a bladp of grafs is to be feen : and thoagh ths 
neighbourhood prefents fotiie I'pots of fetlility, 
this 19 by no means the cbarafter of the place. 

Abas the Great totally ruined Julfa. That 
politic and cnterprifing princc.'fteifig his forces 
unequal to thofe of his enemies, and reflefting oa 
»he means of preventing (heir annkia! incurfiotw 
4ito Perfia, refolved to render all the country a 
defart between Erzerum and Tauris, on a lino 
with Irivan and Nacchivan, the ufual ronta 
by which the Tarks made their inroads, and 
wiere they fortified themfelves, on account of 
the facility with which ihey procured fubfittenco- 
for their armies. 



every kind,' fet fire to all the fields and trees, and 

ieven poifoned feveral of the fotintains. 
The Aras, which paffes Julfa, has ils fourccin 
, the monntain nn which it is faid Noah's ark rell- 
I ed, and after dividing Armenia and Media, falls 
into the Cafpian Sea. This river is large and ra- 

Ipid 1 and dvuiiig its courfe is fwelled by many 
brooks and torrents. Bridges have been bnilt 
, over it above Julfa, and in other places; bat 
I fuch is its rapidity, when the fnows melt on tha 
t Tte/g'hbouring mountains, that no piers or but- 
tfe/Tes can withftandila totce. "Wt^'affi^Avt.lo* 
Jarge boat, capable of conWimn^ V«t.toT Vot^* 
\ *fltf thirty men at once, "^o^ Kvtn cw^&aSwA 
Jtf»e I>oat/aud procee4c4 foow -^^^ "^Ti «^ 
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> getting by little and little into tht^ Aream, and 
Iben made ufe oaly of a Jong helm to direft it> 
floarfcto the other bank. The boat was driven bjr 
tfae current with an allanilliing impctuolity, and 
■proceeded live hundred paces atmofi in an inflanC 
The boatmen, however, were two hours in going 
sod returning, on aceount of the etforts they were 
obliged to make in moving againft the dream. 

• Wc now proceeded to the north-wefl, and nest 
iiy reached Marant, a good city, Jituated at the 
fcottom of a hill, at the eitrcmity of a fertile 
plain, watered by the fmall river, Zeloulou. Tha 
gardeni of Maraut occupy more fpacc than tho. 
town ilfelf, and produce the beft fruit in all Me- 
4t>> tkU country alfo alTordg the cochineal in- 

, A&, lb valuable in the dyeing art. 
■ Fr«ai thence «-c proceeded between the monn- 
tnns. which, in futne place^^, nlmull converge to- 

' gether. After we palled thefe defiles, we entcr- 
«d on fertile, irriguous plains, and on the 17th 

, avrived at Taurii, the fecond city in Perfia, both 
irith refpeS to eitent, coiUmercc, riches, and ths 
BTimber of it> inhabilantD. 

> ^>Taurii is fcaied in a plain, at the foot of a 
, jDOUUtain, and is of an irregular Agure, without 

walls or forlificalians. The little river, Spingtcba, 
dtTidesitiwhichifometimcsoverdowiDg its banks, 
Mrrics away the houfcs in its coiirfe, Another 
rir«r. the Agi, flows on tLe north of the city j 
and its waters arc generally fait fix months in tbs 
jmx, Irotn the torrents which dcfcend from hilli 
' Dorercd with fait, 
f This city is divided Into wwt ((dw^wv, w. 
wardg. The bazars. com^Cm^ Oo.t V«».\v ^"i- '*i^ 
d«r, and the dwelling VomIc^. ««i^ '^'^ -«>»«»■ 
We a garden, are oq vUd ouv^wic. 'S\xt'««*^ 
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or markets, raake a very magDificent appearance, 
from their estenl and the beauty of the build- 
ings. In one, which i; of an oftagonal form, 
jewels and other valuable merchandife arc fold. 
This ia called tlie Boy^l Market. The public 
ftrudures, in general, are very noble, and, in 
point of magnificence, equal to the fineft fpeci-. 
mensof Afiatic architecture. 

Tauria is faid to contain three hundred cara- 
vanfaries, fo fpacious, that three hundred perfona 
way Ijc accommodated i n each ; and the mofquea 
and baths are anfwerable to the grandeur of the 
Other buildings. There are three hofpltats, where 
provifiona are twice diflribiited every day to fooli 
Bs attend. On a hill at the well end of the city 
js a pretty hermitage, and at the eaft end are the 
ruins of a caflle. 

This city contains the largeft fquare I ever be- 
leld, in which the Turks, when in pofleffion of 
the place, have drawn up thirty thouiand men ia 
order of battle. Here the populace every even- 
ing are diverted with drolls, mountebanks, wreA* 
ling, dancing wolves, and the rehearfal of pieCM 
in profe and verfc. The inhabitants delight 
much in the uncouth dancing of wolves; and 
the mod traSable will fetch fifty crowns each. 

The population of Tauris is thought to exceed 
half a million, befidee a multitude of flrangera 
from all parts of Afia. The finefl Perlian Ilit- 
Vans are manufa^ured herej and I have been 
gtifuTed, that upwards of fix thoufand bajes of 
iilk are annually ufed by the inhabitants in their 
different fabrics. ThecomKwxce.wdeedyof lbi» 
fitjr eitends not orAy o-v« a\\'?M4^■^,^l^A■^^-'ia^■«^^* 
Turkey, Boffia.'VattaTjjWi^x'bs^^^^^- 
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Tboagh Tauris lies in 38 deg, north latitude, 
the air is cold and dry, and of confequence falu- 
brious. This proceeds from iU norlliern expofi- 
ture, and from the tops of the furrounding moun- 
tains being invelled with fnow, for nine moathi 
in the year. The city abounds with all the ne- 
ceffaries and luxuries of life, and thefe extremely 
cheap. The Cafpian Sea, though above forty 
leagues diftant, fupplies it with fi{h, and the river 
Agi is not onproduflive of them. They have 
alio abundance of deer and wild fowl. The 
mountains flielter eagles, -which the people of 
-diftinAion bring down, by way of amufenientj, 
with Ihe hawks in an aftouiihing manner. 

All kinds of delicious fruits are produced in 
exuberant plenty : in the vicinity of the city are 
faid to be fixty different kinds of grapes. In 
fiae, no part of Perfia affords better or cheaper 
entertainment. 

Near the city are large quarries of white mar- 
ble, one of which is tranfparent ; and at a fmall 
diAance are two mines, one of gold, and the 
other of fait. The gold mine, however, has long 
been neglefted j iior is it thought to be worth 
working. 

II took lip my abode here for fome time, during 
»hicb I fold a number of jewels to the governor 
• and other officers of diftinftion, to the amount of 
«ne ihoufaiid erowns ; but they would not allow 
' ■ me to make any profit by them; as they balanc- 
ed the intcreft they promiftd to procure me at 
i court againft the fair profits I bad a right to ex- 
-pefl. It i) ImpoHible to TO"rvcte.Nft V'at c^s.i^'ai, 
1 the Battery, and the inftTra^trai^ TCMVCifeW *& "^s* 
[ •PerRaat, when they wiO\ w woTOStt '^^^ '**** 
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of fincerity, Hiat a perfon ought to be pi 
acquainted with the gcoms of the people, i 
couitieri in particular, to prevent his bein^ 
by their artifices. 

As this was the Icafon when the Curd 
Turkuvians, and other nations, who d\ 
tents, and are chiefly robbers, quit llie pla 
remove to the mountains, with their floi 
lierds, in fcarch of paflare and fliaile, * 
advifcd, for our greattr fecnrity to wait fi 
pany. This induced me to delay mv joui 
the 28th of May, when I fet out with the 
of the mtrchants, ^vho had fourteen hor 
ten valets. 

The firft night we lodged at Vafpingc, 
town, through which levt;ral fireamlets r: 
a terpentiziiig courfe. It is adorned wit, 
gBrdctis and plantations of poplar and 
li^ces, which are cul tivated for the ufc oi bi 
The fuoceeding day we proceeded tbrou 
plains, interip«rfed with villages. O 
1 winded among the mountains, anc 
opened into plains, and after crotling fei 
vets, we arrived on tbcSth of June at tht 
Zcngau, lying in a nalraw valley bet wi 
mountains, about a mile and a half afund 
The furroonding country is fertile an 
id the city itfelf it adorned b 
:dens; but is more remarkable for thi 
its ruin<s than for iU prefent fplcado: 
iid to have been fauiidix) feveral centi 
the Chftllian era, and once to have i 
ffid tiventy thouiand' t^oufes. Tatnerlani 
HI ccmplete defoWion ■, V,iiV nJ\.M-«Mi4 
(fiat the fcieiicea Wd once &oa'c\&itA. > 
thai it ir«. tU \)aOi-x\a« «^ w^ 




he caufed it to he in part rebuilt. Since 
: it ha^ been frequently Jacked and plun- 
dered by the Turks. 

Next day, we palTed llirough the moft delight- 
ful country 1 ever beheld. It was champaign 
and fertile, and watered by a conliderable num- 
ber of brooks. The viilnges were numerous be- 
yond our computation, all flu'rounded by gardens 
and groves, through which were avenues that af- 
forded the moA brilliant landfcapes. Having 
advanced live leagues tlirougli thoCc pleafuig 
JcencBi we alighted at a large caravanl'ary, withia 
cannon Ihot of Sultanja. 

This city, which Ibnds, as is lifual in this 
sountry, at the foot of a mountain, makes a hand- 

. fome appeai'aiice at a diftancc ; but on approach- 
ing! its beautie.i feem to vanijh. There are, 
however, Ibme fuperb public edifices, and about 
three thoufand houies. The inhabitants fay this 
city formerly extended half a league farther to 
the wefl, and that the ruined ho iifes, churches, 
and mofques, which now He at fame difiance, 
were once in its centre, Kor is this unlikely; 
for the Perfian hiltorians tell us, that this waa 
once ihe capital of the empire. 

We purfiied our route, nest day, over a conti- 
auation of beautiful plains, and on the Sth arriv- 
ed at Ebber, 3 townof conCderableexleut, inter- 
mixed with gardens and watered by a fmall 
ftream tllat runs through its centre. The fitua- 
tton is moR delightful, the air is pure, and the 
foil rich and fertile. 

Leavipg Calbln on the right, wc advanc.eA t<i- 
wards Ifpabaa. For fome 6af4 "we V'-^ ^^ '■*='^ 

about ea hour or two before tun-'ic\, av.i'wwfii^ft. 

tiJJ morning, to I'ecuEc outic\vtt* itow-^^*^**^**"^ 
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tfvi fiin. This ts the uAmI mode of travelling iij 
thecal), both for the iake of exi>edltion aud plea- 
I fantncl's, ^ 

The lervanU, from lime to time, proceed on 

' foot, and tlie malkrs are tVeqiiently glad to imi- 

I tatc their esanupie, to keep themfclves warm, and 

' to ward off ileep. On their arrival at the end of 

a llnge, ihey go to bed, and compcnfatc for the 

repufe'they lott in the night. 

Two hours before day, on ihe 13th, we airiiTd 
at Sara, a city filonted in a fandy lieril plain, and 
look up our lodgings in the foburbs, ne^r the 
I highway. This tlly is about two inileitin cura- 
pals, and is lurroimdcd by a wall, It is but 
thinly peopled, and many of llie hunfus are ruin- 
ons for \>-ant of inhahilaiits. However, Ihc re- 
mains of fevcral grand edifices fpeak it to have 
' l>eeu once a place of im|N)rtunce. 

The hidoties of Pcrfia agree, that tlip plain of 

I Sava was formerly a fait murals, -like that called 

the Sea of Suit, which lies twenty leagnt^s lo the 

I weft of that ciiy, and \a croflfd by i caufcwajr 

vhtch leads from Ifpahan into Hyrcania. 

Oppoiite Sava, to the weft, ii n tomb rendered 
famous by the retort of pilgrims, who venerate it 
I as the fi-poUbre of Samuel the Prophet. Over 
the tomb irt a tine miiufaleuiii, in the middle of a ' 
inagnilicenl mofqne. 

At the diftance of nine leagues are Come re- 
maiuKof the ancient city of Rey, once the largeft 
of nil Aiia. 'J'he native geographers fay, that iri 
I the ninth century it was divided into ninety-fix 
I WTtrds, L-acJi of which contained forty-fix ftreets, 
' four /londred houfcs, xai. \en mo^iwA-, 'CftJA\fe» 
; aty bad four thoufand tix. Wninti c()W%»*, &v* 
' icea Lhouiuad fix hau4i6iWv.\i4,^'^\w&vW&«* 
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I rainercts belonging lo tbe moffjiies, twdve ihou- 

I faiid mills, one tlioufantl fevcn hundred canaU, 

and thirteen ihoulbnd caravan I'urics. 

I The Arabian authors reprffenl it as the moft 

populous city in all Afia, and [hat, escepiing Ba- 

j byion, it wae never esceeded in cstenl, gpndeur, 

number ot iiiLabitants, or opulence, ilence it 

j obtained the pnmpoiii appellations of The Spoule 

of the World; The Gate of ihe Gates of the 

I Earth; and The Market of the Uaiverie. Jt 

Hood in 3^ dcg. 39 min. norlh latitude. 

On the 13th, we reached Kam, a large city 
with a river. It contain! feveral bandrume ea- 
ravaufarie^ and £oe raofqueK, the moll fuperb of 
which is that in which the Princeis Fatima, Ma- 
hotuel's daughtof, and the two laft kings of Perfia 
arc inlerred. Tlie l^ni3ure of this mofque is 
beautiful, and its ornaments extremely fumptu* 
ons. The approach is through four large and 
ftately courts, the firfl of which is a fine garden j 
find the laft is paved with tranfparent marble, 
and furrounded with neat iodgingx for the prialts. 
' The door to each mauibleum is plated wilh lilver, 
sod the rails inclufing the tombs are of the fame 
metal. It is tmpoRible to conceive any thing 
tnore rich or fjilcndid than thefc maofolea. To 
that of Fatima the Perfians give ibe name of 
AlalTuma, or PurCj and hold it in extraordinary 
veneration. 

We left Kam on the Iflth, and in three days 
■arrived at Cafan, a large town, whofe houlc* are 
|i:oDflTu6ted of earih and brick. It has fcveral 
infaries, one of which, built. \w SLv^Ia, fc-bna, 
he/hcmud the fined vn aV\ l?e,ti:ia. ^Ve- c.is.-E-wi.'a; 
bunder a high and masmficenVijWCwa,-*^-^^*^ 
J^'elJ as ilic reft oS \te \jMv\ivue., '\'i ■**«'^^: 
&i 
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with mofaic work.' In the midille of the Mnri 
whofe four fides compofe the building, is a refei 
voir of water. 

Proceeding on our journey, on the 24th v 
reached Ifpahan, the metropolis of Perfia, an 
one of the l:trgc(t cities in the world ; for, ii 
eluding Its fnburbSj it is not lefa than twent] 
four miles in circdraferencc. The populatio 
has beet) computed st one million one hundn 
thoufand i but according to llic moll moderai 
cftimate, it does not fall fliort of fix hundn 
thoufand ; and the number of the private houf 
is faid to amount to near thirty tlioufand. Ti 
palaces, the mofques, public bathn, bazars, at 
caravan fanes, are worthy ihe capital of fach 

This city appears as pt»puJou3 as London*. 
is built ou the banks of the Zeiideroudi ov 
which are three ftately briilges, one near the oo 
tre of the city, and one at each extremity. T 
walls of Ifpahan are about twenty thoufand pai 
round'; they are built of earth, and fo hid I 
houfes anil gardens, both within and witbo 
fide, that in many places ihev cannot be fee 
The city is alfo defended by a caftle and a ditcl; 

The principal beauly of Ifpahan conliUs in 
public flra£hirw,it8 canals, and fome of its flree 
which are lined -with rows of lofty plane-tret 
but the ftreets, in general, are neilber (Iraight I 
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commodious. They arc deftitiHeofpavittgt 1 
MS the air is dry, and the people fprinkle ws 


• Pcrfii, fince ihe pEriird of Sir John Chardln'! Ir.vel.. 
tmderfose fo great reiolutiooi unit difttaflions, that hi< defa 
tion of many places no longer afpliei to firm; but thui it 
be in all roundici in 3 Un]j («\&^ oE 'jUi^. Every chin 
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before their houfca, rooming and evening, they 
are lei's diifty nnd lei's dirtjr than might be ex- 
pend. Slill, however, they, have feveral ineon- 
veniejicea, which not only le&n the focnfiirt of 
the inhabitants, but increste tbeir danger. ^>me 
of ihem are built on .irches, wliich frcqucuily 
arc falling iu ; many have open wclU on their litles, 
which expofe carelefs palTengers to much rilfc, 
and the £lth collcfied by the fides of th« houies 
is apt to communicate a.n unpleafant and noxious 
fnaell. Yet this is not fo ofi'cnlive aa appearances 
at lirft might lend one to conceive, from the fre- 
quency with which the orduic is rcmwed. On 
every fide, at a 'diiiance, the city appears like a 
wood intermixed with large aud lut'ty domes and 
minerets. 

Having difpofed of the grealKft pari of my 
jewels, on the 2d of February Hj7'I, I left Ifpa- 
han and proceeded to Mayar, a village of three 
bnndred houfes, filuated between two mountains, 
and extending from the one to the other. The 
fvuTOUndiog country Is dry and fteril, without the 
Iciift verdure, which arifcs from a fcarcity of water. 

Leaving this place, wc travelled through val- 
leys for three leagues together, hounded by moun- 
tains i and then turning to the right, we entered 
a beautiful plain of vaft estcnt, which 1 had the 
pleafure of croUing feveral limes at different I'ea- 
ibns of the year, and found that, from tlie middle 
of March to the middle of Novemljcr, it is cloth- 
ed with flowers, fruits, and grain, and covered 
with flocks. 

We next halted ol Cor^icha, a town about 

three miles round, but not very populous, as it is 

filled with gardens. The fiueft huiUUue,s here 

arc the (Jove-pots, which ai;c eic&ci'vA "fea ^s<w^ 

* ■' Si ^ 
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of lofty round towers. This place is conjcftur 
to be the Orebatis of Ptolemy, 

The two following days we advanced cbrou] 
a fine country, intcrfperfed with rivulets and v 
lages, and {oaa after took up our lodgings 
Jefdcgacs, a town fmiRted on the fide of a raou 
tain, with a large valley in front. From tl 
valley the houfes rife one above another in reg 
lar gradation, and prefcnt a line pi'ofpe^ at 
diftance. On the top of a round eminence, in t 
midft of the valley, is an earthen callle, and c 
polite to it a large caravanfary. 

Next day, 1 was twelve hours on horCcback 
getting on eight leagues, on account of the fni 
and the ruggednefs of a mountain, over whi 
we were obliged to pafs. We afterwards joi 
nied over feveral pleafant plains, and on the 1; 
reached the ruins of the ancient Perfcpolis*. 

Thefe magnificent ruins appear at a diJlauce t 
kind of amphitheatre, the mountains convergi 
round them in form of a crefcent. They lie i; 
fine plain, two leagues in breadth and near fa 
in length. The ufual appellation of this plaw 
Mardasjo, and the inhabitants fay, that it C( 
taini eight hundred and eighty viliagca, and tl 
one thoufand five hundred lie within the circu 
ference of twelve leagues from the ruins. 

In the winter I'eafon, the greaiell part o£ t 
plain is floated with water, which is a very i 
vaniiigeous circumftance for the rice,, which 
ptodutes. The foil is chiefly converted i] 

• The lemaiii! of this once tt'tlnated cit^ itfclf sre dch 
tf /ecu. What ruina ai« ViMe, "oeXoih,, i«,wS\t<i, xb 
John Cli.-.rJh, eJ-Jier to an aii!:iEWte«.o\c,oi, ic.m&ivfc' 
Cornelius ie Uruya, to live timQiia ?*«■= "^ tiMVa>, ■■■ 
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arable, and bping watered by a niirabcr of flreams, 
is proliire)y fertile. 

The ancient palace of the kings of PerSa, call- 
ed by tbe natives Cbel-meuar, which Signifies the 
forty pillars, is fituated on tbe wed, at tbe foot 
of the mountain Knljgrag-et, or Compallion, 
which is entirely conipoled of freeflone. That 
fuperb edifice has the walls of three of ha lides 
flill flanding. The front extends fix hundred 
paces from uorlh to foiith, and ihree' hondred 

-BBd ninety from eail to weft, as far as the moun- 
tain, where an afcent is formed between fome 
jcaltered rocks. Beyond this is tlie appearance- 
of buildings formerly exilling. 

The top of this edifice prefcnts to the view a 
platform of four hundred paces; extending from 
the centre of tbe front wall to the mountain j 
aod along three fides of this wall is cnrricd on a 
pavement of two ftones joined togpther, eight 
feet broad. In fome places tbe wall is twenty- 
four feet high, in others lc6, from th^inking of 
the foundation, or the riling of the earth. 

On examining the previous remr-.ins, we muft 
proceed as in viewing thofe celebrated beauties, 

■whomagc or fickuefs has robbed of ibeir charms; 
that is, from the traces of beauty we fee, to pic- 
ture what they muft once have been- The Hones 

, which compofe tbe wall are black, harder than 
marble, fome of them finely polillied, and many 
of fuch mafly lizc, that it is ditficnlt to conceive 
how they could have been remuved from the 
quarries, 

The principal ftaircafe is ^'.aceA.'octK'^'iaE. 

middle of the front and \\\e tiQx\\v t-kMf.-jttvv^ i\ 

.,/Ae edlUce. It confiPs ot \.v;o fc'^^^^ ^'^ ^^=*'^, 

tbat wind off from cacb, ovtCT , Vo ^'^ '^■"^^*t^ 
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fony-two feet at the bottom. Thefe fteps arc 
four iiiches high, and fourteen in breadth. 
are the nnoft commodious, fays M. Ic Bru 
ever fa\T, excepting thofe of the viceroy's p 
at Naples. There are fifty-five of ihofe fte 
the nortbern fide, and fifty-three to ihe ft 
but the laft are lefs entire than the others, 
probable, alfo, that feveral are concealed i 
ground ; as the WTtU rifes forty-four feet c! 
inches in front. 

At the bottom of thefe two flights of fiej 
fingle one, extending fifty-one feet four li 
from one to the other, from thence the 
fligbtfi diverge, and return back from the c 
at an equal diftancc from the extreme pa| 
the top. Above thefe flights is a paveme 
large ftones, and another fingle flight of 
fevcnty-five feet in -widili, correip ending 
that at the bottom, and leading up the grani 
trance oLtbe edifice. This ftaircafe has a'j 
and fin^War cfFeft, nnfwerable to the magnii 
remains of the relt of the edifice. 

On afcending the upper fteps, the fpe^ 
fees before hiro. at the diftance of forty-twj 
from the front wall of the ftaircafe, tva d 
portals atid a'! many columns. Thefe porlai 
tft-cnty-t«-o feel four inches in depth, and 
teen feet four inches in breadth. On the ii 
upon a kind of pilafter, on each hand, is a 
figure in bftftb relievo, bearing fome refemb; 
to ihc fphyns, fourteen feet and a half high 
fTceii(j--two feet from the fore to the hinder 
lav faces of thofe fcaVYVa^es ^TC^stSusnifi 
t/iebnilies are moch AaKia^ei-, YraV'tJ^i 

fraordinary, the bieaft av.i iwe. feV^^S 

thepilsRcT. 
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It is, indf-ed, impoiTible to difcover what ti- 
gnrcs, ib moiilaied, were intended to reprel'ent ; 
snd different viiiters have alfigiieii them difttrtiic 
origins. The bodies, however, according lo M. 
le Eruyn's drawingi, have ibtne refemblaiice to 
ihal of a horie. 

On the: upper part of thofe pilarters are cha- 
ra^lers, which, frum iheir minutenels and eleva- 
tion, it is impoliible lu diHinguillj. Tlie helgiit 
of the firft portal ia thirty-nine feet, and that of 
the fecond twenty-eight. The pllallcrs Hand oti 
a hafe five feel two inches liigh. 

The two columns which appear between the 
portals are the mi.ft entire, parlienlarly in refpcft 
to their capitals and the otlier ornarneuts of their 
Upper parts; but the bales arc wholly covered 
with earth. They are fourteen feet in circum- 
ference, and rife to the height of fifty-four feet. 
Between thefc and the laft portal were formerly 
two others, feveral' fragments of which lie half 
buried in the ground. 

At the dlflance of fifty-two feet foutli of this 
portal is a large bafon for water, cut out of a 
fiogle Qone, twenty feet long, and feventeen feet 
five inches broad, and raifed three feet and a half 
from Ihti Icvd of titc floor. From this bafuii to 
Ihe northern wall is an esient of ground, com- 
prifing one hundred and fifty paces, on which 
aotliing is to be traced but the fragments of large 
HoncK, and part of the flaaft of a column, twenty 
feet in circumference. Beyond this track of 
ground, to the confines of the mountain, are 
on!y heaps of floncs. 

Proceeding foutbwarii ftoKvWt^W^'^'^'*-'^ 
jdefcribed, we fcft two oi\\f.t 6:v^\* eX '^ew w 
■femitlias the former^ the oua x^o Ott*^ '^■a*^ w^*"^.; 
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\ rithcr to ihe well. On the upper part, the waB 
' is embdliOied with foliage and the reprefeutatioa 
of » lion tearing a bull, in alto relievo, of calof- 
fal fizc. There are alfo fmall figures in Ihe mid* 
die of the wall. This ftaircafe is half buried id 
tlie earih. 

From hence extends a wall forty-five feet long, 

beyond the lowff part of the ftaircafe, then follows i 

an interval of fixty-feven feet, extending to the 

I weftern front, which correfponds with the other, 

, and has three ranges of figures over each otheiv 

', ' with a lion tearing ati afs, which has a horn pro* 

• jeding from its forehead. Between thofe ani- | 

mals and rows of delineations, is » fquare filled 

with ancient charaders, part of which are detaced. 

The figures are lealt damaged in that part of 

the flru£ture wiierc the ground is loweftj but 

the wall, which esteuda from the flaircafe to the 

weftern front, is quite deftitute of figures. On 

the other fidft of the flairs, are three ranges of 

fmall fiffures ; but thofe in the upper row arc 

only vifiole from about the middle. Thcfe fi- 

I gures are only two feet nine inches high, and the 

1 wall, which rifeS five feet three inches, has an 

cstent of ninety-eight feet. 
' On the top of the fteps lafl; mentioned is an 

eotrancB into an open place, paved with large 
(tones, whofc breadth is equal to the diftance 
from the ftaircafe to the firft columns, which 
I comprehends the fiiflcc of twenty-two feel and 
upv/jrds. Thefe columns are difpofed into two 
I ranges, each confifting of fix; but none are quite 
, eatire. I'here are a\fo e\^\vt\s'iiM <w ijedeftals, 
»nd the ruins of forcie. Q\.Vvet». 
At the the diftance of teve^v'i'j iwX. cv^'(.\^^ 
[^ffrr formerly fix rowsoS vVv\^«. e^ •y«&&.-^, 
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fix, vhicli were all equidillant from each 
hei'. 

1 limilar diftance iVoiji ihofe rows of co- 
on the weft, towards the front of the ftair- 
lafc, were once twelve other columuB in two 
'anges; but only five of tliem ate now remaining. 
The ground on that fp-ot is covered with frag- 
'metits of columns, and the ornaments of llieir 
capitals) bttween Which are pieces of fculpture 
reprefenling camels on their knees, 

Advancing towards the eaft, we iiavo a view of 
various ruins, conliftiQg of portals, gtijleries, and 
indows. The infidcs of the portals are adorned 
with figures in bafa relief. Thefe mini estend 
ninety paces from eali to well, and one hiindied 
and twenty-five from north to footh. In the 
midft of them may be feen feventy-fix broken 
xolamnsi nineteen of which ftill fupport their en- 
tablature. I'heir Ihafta are compofed of four 
pieces, betides the bafe a.nd the capital. 

At the diAiince of one hnndrcd and eighteen 
feet from Ihefc columns to the fouthward, is an 
edifice that tiles higher than any otht:r part of 
ihe pile, from its filuation on a hill. The front 
wall, which is five feet fcven inches high on that 
fide, is compofed of a linglc range of none«, fotne 
of which are eight feet deep, and the length of 
ihe wall is one hundred and thirteen feet from 
call to weft, without any figures or other orna- 
ments. However, in the centre of the front are , 
(he nilns of a double ftaircafe, the fides of which 1 
are ch,irgcd with feveral figures. J 

The reft of the building appears to have been I 
aompofed of large and tioa\V ^oivaN^, ■«\v\'^ ^''^ 
wholly deftroyed. Among Vtie left. v«Q ijotv-SH 
fifpear on the uoilh, with Aitce m<i!ae.%,oi -« 
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^nws willed up. Under tliofe p<» 
figiirea of a man and two women, i 
in^Fs, their legs being concealed L 
"Under one of the gates is the figui 
liuMhig a lion by tlie mane. 

Tu tbe fouth U a portal and faiii 
duwa, each of wUiclv is fiv ' 
and eleven high, including the ( 
,'two fides of this gate-are carved wilb 
; ot a man, crowned with fonietliiog rcfi 
tiara. He is accompanied by two wo 
i)f whom holds an umbrella over hiai 
the iolide are three niches, covered wil 
Ferlic chara&ers. It is impoilibk to 
fbeni all ; but one, which is cumparal 
llern.fignilies, "Strength is the girt of G 
To the weft are two other uncovered j 
within oue of tliem is the figure of a n 
ing with a bull. With his left hand 
' the horn, while with his right he plunj 
ger into tlie belly. On the other fide is a 
'taiion of another mau, clafping the I 
'with his right hand and flabbing hin* 
^left. The lecon-i portal is ornamenteiJ 
figure of a man, carved in the fame mai 
*s winged deer, furnlQied with a horn Id 
die of his forehead. Horns were anc 
' fymbols of (Irenglh and majefty : tl 
' therefore, given To the fun and moon i 
' ander was called, by the orientals, Dhi 
' 9r the horned, becaufe he made himfc^ 
the eali and the weft, the conrfe of the 
f Behind this edifice are the ruins ol 
■ vliich exceed it lu length by thirtV'U 
^it has alfo niches and windows, •'•^ 
which are cut oui ot Ctn^Vc&uuu. 
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Farther to the foulh are lubtcrraneous paffages, 
intb which Done of the natives of the country 
dare to eutcr, though they report thatimmenre 
tieBlnres arc concealed in them. They are iniL- 
midateil irom this by a belief that the c^ndlc-s, 
ihould they attempt lo trace theiu, would imme' 
diately go oliI, in tokeu that they were not to 
proceed. 

This opinion, however, had no influence either 
on Sir John Chardin or M. le Bruyn, who both 
examined ihem with the wtmolt care, and pro- 
ceeded with lights, through the palTagesi, till ihey 
lertnjnaicd in fuch a narrow track, that they 
could not advance any farther, and concluded, 
that the original defign muR: have been an aque- 

Still farther to the fouth are the remains of 
■ snotbcr edifice, which extends one huodred and 
fisty feet from north to fouth, :tnd one hundred 
and niuety-one from call to weft. Ten portals 
belonging to it are Hill Co be feen, together with 
IcTen windows and forty [>artiiion5, Ihat were 
formerly covered rooms. In the middle are the 
bales ot thirty-fix columns io fix ranges, and the 
ground ia llrewed with large ILones, under which 
are aqticdufU. 

Anciently ilood another flruflnre to the wefi- 
*ard of the laft-menlioned fabric. On the ruins 
of the wall, which liill rifea near two feet above 
ihe pavement, are cut the figures of men in baflo 
relievo, each bearing a lance. The ground in- 
clofed by this wall contains a number of round 
-iloues, once the bafes of columns. 

fti the eaft fide of ihofe ruins arc the vefiigej 
of a heauiiful ftaircafe, fisiy feet in length, re- 
icmbliiig liiat of the frontwaLiV-, \i>i\\Vi\i'^'s.«a. 
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lie fleps arc deftroyed, ihe wall that feparatet. 
two flights is Hill eight feet high, antl is 
Ir^cd wilh ligures, almoll the fize of life. The 
lal contains the reprefeatation of a lioQ en- 
funtering a brill : there are alio lions of ths 
vorkmaiifhip on the wings of the flair-cafe, 
nd both of them accompanied with chara3en 
Ind figures. 
J Columns were fonBcrly difpofed between tlii* 
|edihce and that laft inenlioneJ. Among tbefe 
e four portals, each ornamented with the 
I figure of 3 man, and ivro women {hiding him 
n'ith an umbrella. 

A little to the north of thefe two lafi-nained 

dihces, are two portals with their pilafiers ; on 

which is alfo the figure of a man and two 

women, one of whom holds an umbrella over hi» 

head. Round thefe wonnen is a fmall flguremlti 

wings, which are expanded as far as the fides of 

theporlico.XhelowerpaFtof the bull of this figure J 

feems to terminate on the tvo licie^, with a fpread J 

of foliage, and a kind of frieze. Over the fo-l 

cond figure, a man is reprefented fitting in al 

chair, with aiiaffin his hand, and another (landd 

behind him, refling bis right hand on the chair. fl 

UndiT this portal, alio, are three ranges -of fiH 

gures, all which have their lands lifted up [ at^| 

over the third pilalter, -which Itill remains, ti^| 

vomen hold an umbrella over a man'; head. T^H 

eiu-th around is covered with fragments of ^H 

Inmns, and other antiquities. ^^| 

From hence we proceeded to the remotetl H^H 

of the Jirtiiitures on the rooi3.nt?.\n. On thef^^H 

£de are two portals, under escV ot «K>\\t\v\*i^^H 

featcd in a chair, wllh a RaS \n Viva ^'v^oS^^H 

W^dakind ofvalcinbiilrft.. 'BstC^^i'tiv^^M 
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fcerfignre.wbicliholdsfomethitigonhislieadlike 

e tail ola lea-horfe, and hasalinen clotli inhis 

fight hand. Bchitid are thrcL- rows of figure* 

vitb lifted hands; four in the lirft, and five in 

Mch of the other (wo tov.-^. Thcfc are three 

Ifect four inches highi but ihe feated fijture is 

J larger than the life. Above this are le.veral or- 

I namental ranges of foliiige, ilielowefi rf which is 

I iuiermixed with fmall lions, and the higheft with 

oxen. Over thofe ornaments is a iitlln winded 

figure, which holds in ils left hand Ibmrthing 

reftmbling a glafa, and makes a fignal with its 

righl. 

The portals ore twelve feet five inches in 
breadth, and ten feet four inches in depth; and 
ihe bigiiefl of the pjlafters is from twenty-eight 
to ihmy feel. On the two towards the north, a 
nan is featecl, with a iierfon behind him, ss in 
Ihe preceding figures; and behind this 
Tcprefentations of two other men, holding fome- 
thing in their hands, which appears broken. Be- 
fore Ihe man, in a fitting pollure, arc two other I 
figures, one with his hands on his lips, in the s3t 1 
of falulation, and the other holding a fmall vef- f 
ftl. 

Above thefe figures is a ftone, covered witlil 

ornament!!, and below ate five ranges of figures J^ 

three fe«t high, reprefenting a band of foldiersj 

diiferciitly armed. Frocn the foot of thefe moutiH 

- tains is a full view of all the external ruin; 

No other difference is obfcrved in the columnp 
esccpt that tome of them have capitals, and oiheT 
m-;e plain. The elevation of feiAv m wt v^'vJ 
Vi from feventy to fevetil^-Vwo ie«, »"tv*' ^jC 
ffeneraUf abt^ui eighteen fee\ w tvtoxmS.^ 
The balea am round, and v-wcrVJ-'^'^^ \ 
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ichea In comi>3rs- Thefe are four 
:!ies high, and the lower mouldiug 
n inches tlilck. The)' have three lil 
laments, which may be denooiinated 
There are many bafib relievos, b^ 
ive been fpecitied, reprcfentiiig triH 
lYellions, ice. Sec. The drapery orall 
figures in this edifice is esiremely ft 
bears no affinity Lo that of the ancieit 
R»majis. The military habits are afU 
of the Medes and Pcniana. No nwCe 
I tlie naked {larts, and the figure^ 
a heavy air. In fad, the rules 
no farther oMervetl than in tU 
.d this renders them Ililf and inclq 
me maybe faid of the drapery, whl 
ilipid uniformity to the whole. 
However, the prnporlions are nicd 
^hich proves, ihat the artiAs were q 
" capacity, but were probably huB 
leculion. The generality of ihc it* 
lUied like a mirror, pailiculaily thoA 
irials, and thofe which compofe 1^ 
id pavements. Thele are of dLffcw 
iUow, white, grey, red, deep blue, ai 
iJaces, black] but the greatett part d 
compofed of a clear blue ftonc, 

Every thing is cor refpon dent to tb 
and maguificeuce to be expelled in H 
a great king, and the images and relio 
Iiirpriltng air of majelty over the 
is certain, there mull have been very ) 
lah and grand gaWetifi, lo afford a q 
tion between the detacVvei V*'*^*^^'^ 
Moii of the columns, -»i\iote.tcma\.w 
tiful, were evidently mVeuiei ^ 
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^IJeriM, anil there even fetms to be flill fome 
remains of the royal apartments. In fine, the 
magnificence of thefc ruins cliallenjje det'erved 
■dmiration ; and the expence of ere^ng I'uch a 
•pile moft have been immenfe. 

This palace, the glory of the eaft, and the refi- 
dence flf (he ancient kings of Periia, owed its 
deftriiAion to (he debauchery and f re njy of Alex- 
ander the Great, who, after preferving it frota 
the devallalions of war, reduced it to allies, at 
the foJicttation of Thais, the courtezan. What 
havock and deftruftion have atifeii from women 
in every age of Ilie world ! 

Two ancient tombs of the kings arc flill to be 
feen near the mountain, one to ihe north, and the 
other to the fouth ; both of thcrti hewn out of 
(befolid rock, and are noble veftiges of art. Thtrfr 
fronts arc coverpd with figures and ether oroa- 
ments, and the form of both is nearly limilar. 

That part of the lomb, on which the figures 
•re carved, is forty feet wide; the height is al- 
mofl cqusl to Ihe breaiith below, and the rock 
extends on each fide to the diflanceoffinty paces. 
Below, a range of four columns fnpports liie en- 
tablattirc on iheir capitals; each of which is ctiiii- 
pofed of the beads of two oxen, as low as the 
breafli « ith the fore legs bent on the top of each 
cohimti. 

The gate, which is farronndedwilh ornaments, 
ii placed between two of thefe columns in the 
centre, but is almoft clofed up. Above the co- 
lumns is the cornice, and the entablature is 
-adorned with eighteen fea\\\'\w\%\a'Wvv<<&»S., 
nitre an e.ich fide, advanc\vi% >.o-«'«4.'i -Cc^- "«=^^^' 
wfterea fmaU vafp, appears. ^.\»•^«^ *«-^^'^'^ ^ 
(•TO ranges of figviies, *\mt>&. ■o4 V^-ff^ ■** 



SIO eHARDlBS TRAVELIi, ^^^^^^" 

' armed, and 'iLfiiiig up their haods, ns ifla tlie aft 

' of fupporting the fuperftrufture ; and on the IiJe 
is an ornament Ibmcwhat in the lorm of a pillar, 
will) the head ot'a lingle horned aninial. Abopc 

^ Lhii in another cornice, urniiinented witli leaves. 

t Where the wall proje^s on the left, arc ihree 

rows of niches, ohi: above the other ; eacli cou- 
taining two figures armed with lantes, and three 
odiers on the fide, in a carrel ponding altitude. 
There are likewife two on the right Jide, with 
their left hands placed on their bcardi, and the 
right on their body ; and on the lide of ihefe arc 
three othera armed as before. 

At fome diftance below, and between thefe fi- 
gures and an ornament which has fome relent- 
blancc to a round pillar, there is another figure 
on each lide, much impaired. Higher up, on 
three fteps, flands a figure with a majeftic air, 
poinciog wilh his right hand, and holding a bow 
in his left. Before him is an ahar, on which an 
oiFering is made, from whence the flames are ro- 
prefented afcending. Above this aUar appean 
the moon j and, we are toJd, thata fun was once 
to be fecu behind this figure, but nothing of it 
now remains. In the centre, flill higher up, is a 
fnjal] myiiic figure, which alfo prefeuta itfdf ia 
feveral parts of the other buldinga. 

Two leagues from thefe ruins is a place called 
Naxi Ruflan ; but to reach it, the traveller is 
obliged to take a confiderable circuit, on accoun;t 
of a river, and various canals, which interfeil 
the plain. In this place arc four tombs of dit- 
///Jg-ui/hedperfonagcs a-mon^ tbe ancient Pcrfianfe 

■ w/ji'cA bear a ftrong retcmiiVancc ^o 'Ovias. ^tiiaiei 
delbribed, only they are cu.V- mut\> \\v%;a« «i. ^ 

,»ozk. ThU phce leceVNcs V« i^^^^ ^^^^^"^ 
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I potent prince, whofc figmc is litre carvtd to 

i perpetuate his niemory *. Tlie louibs have their 
bafes eighteen feet above tlic Jiirface of ihe caufc- 
vizy, and rife four times that height, while the 
fuperi Beam bent, rock is twice as high as the 
tombs, which are lixly feet wide iu the centre. 
I Under each tomb ia a feparate table, filled with 
I large figures in bafs relief; and on two of ihefe 
tables arc foiuc traces of men fighting on horfe- 
back ; which have faeeu faid lo repiefent Alex.' 
ander and Darius ; but ihis is not probable, 

Wc flayed tive days in examining the ruins of 
Perfepolis, and on the ifjtb of February fct out 
for Schiras, which we reached next moruing. 
This is the capital of the province of Fars, and 
one of the largell and motl diflinguiihed cities in 
I Ferfia. It is featcd between the mountains, in 
■ a plain, about feven leagues in length and four in 
breadth, which is aa fertile and beautiful as inaa- 
gination can conceive. 

The great flreets are bordered with trees, 
which are their principal ornaments, for there 
are few magnificent public eJifices, Moft of the 

Iboufes are in ruins, and the firceis are fo narrow 
^nd dirty, as to be almoftimpalTable in rainy wea- 
tber. This confinement and the want ofcleanli- 
ncfs render them ofFenfive ; and. from the fame 
I canfe, the air is vitiated. The jackale, from the 
monntains, not only infeft the burial grounds, 
I but often cotnmit their depredations in the city, 

■ Tills tnmb, which is fjiii lo belong to Niii Ruflan, evl- , 
' dcntly appfars (Q be that built by Ojrius" HytlaC^i, from in 
I txafliy toncrpondinj tMa tilt 4ttcVi^iAai\ igiNta. -S vvV^*^"^*-- 
I £m, in his Hillory «1' Ceiti iX\ii lYwuiJi.-*^, »&-*.'i^'i™-"~'*- 
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and in the right-time make difmal howlings, i 
fembling a liuman voice. 

The public gardens at Scliiras are emineiil 
beautiful : llie trees arrive at a raoft lusuria 
(ize, and feem to grow naturally j while t 
ground ii enamelled with flowers of tlie rai 
vivid colours. In the king's garden, to the fou 
of Scbiras, I oblerveri a tree whofe trunk w 
eight yards in circumference. From the grt 
age of this tree, it is treated with peculiar venei 
tion by the inhabitants : they pray under 
fliade, and hang chaplets, amulets, and pieces 
their clothes on its boughs. The fick, or ihi 
friends, reforl here, to burn incenfe, to fis lilht 
candles to the trunk, and to perform other Uipi 
Ritioiis ceremonies, in the hopes of recoirerii 
their health. Throughout Ferfia are many ott 
trees thus fdperftitioafly revered by the people 

About a quarter of a league to the eaihvard 
Schiras, is the tomb of Sheik Sadi, one of the m 
celebrated Perfian literati, who equally llione 
profe and verfe compolitions. He lived abc 
four hundred years ago, and his works are reph 
with tlie fineft morals, Oii one fide of his toi 
H a large oftagon bafon, the water of which 
moderately warm, and contains plenty of i 
confecrated to the Sheik [ and the common p< 
pie have a fuperftitious belief, that to attempt 
flcal them would be puniflied with inftant deal 
but though I have tien feveral times at Schii 
I never left it without having a good plate 
Sadi's fi{h, jn company with the Carmelite tii! 
with whom I always look up my refidence. ' 

On the fame fide of the city, near (he corner c 
iaoiuitain, arctIier.un5Diaaati<il«at.calUe,ani 
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fomc diAance from U a convent of dervifes, rear 
which are two deep holes in the ground. The 
moulh of one of tbera is four feet and a liwlf 
lound, and ils depth is unfatliomable, I was 

' told that, on throwing a large tionc into it, one 
night diilinaiy repeat the Lord's prayer, before 
the noiCe it tiiade by falling ceafedj and this re<. 
port I verified, by ihrice making the experiment. 
A league beyond thet'e ruins are to be feen the 
remains of an ancient Aru£ture in Hone and mar- 
ble, which, notwithftanding the folidily of the 
vorkmanlhip, and the durablenels of the mate- 
lials, H greatly decayed. It feems to have beeti 
a fmall temple, Ibirty-eight or forty paces in cir- 
ctimference, and is fituated on the declivity of a 
nioiintaiti, with three ga.les which are Hill pretty 
entire. Tiielc are eleven feet high and three 
v,-ide. On ihe fides of each is tlie figure of a 
voman in bafs relief, as large as lite. 

The Peilians call this place Mador Suleinon, or 
the Mother of Solomon, and pretend that flie 
built llie temple, and came hither to pay her de- 
votions. Bizarus relates, thnt a tomb is to be 
feund here infcribed with Hebrew charaftersj but 
I tould not difcover it, and am convinced that the 

' opinion of the nalivesi!^ ill founded. 

Kolhmg canesceed the fertility of the country 
in tile vicinity of Schiras. The paftures arc moft 
excellent, and feed a number of very fine horfes, 

' cattle, and Iheep. The tails of the latter weigh 
eighteen or twenty pounds. As for fruits, fome 
ot them arrive at an extraordinary fizc and per- 
fection. The pomegranates are us large as the 
head of a new born child ; and of grapes there 
are three principal forts . One very liaiall, which 
is fwcet and tl^ilicious, and v\\a 'iiii:&i i'a ^■oks* 
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and (oft, lliat tliey can rcarcely b 
Tlie fecond is the great while gra] 
third Ihc large red gr.ipe, fome at' it 
whicli w«gh a doien pounds. O 
alontr, they make that celebrated H 
guiflied by the name of Schiras win* 
c»)loiir and richnef? of flavour, is citee 
if the bell in Perlia, hut thronghoui 

On the 24th, I took my leav'eof til 
at this place, who give a very civil 
all Europeaus who vifit them, withoi 
of nation or religioiij mid thankfu 
ledge whatever is giveji them in ret 
hofpitality. 

Having reached Laer, I conlinoec 
on the 7th of March, and paliiiig b 
of Chercoif arrived at Gormouth, a 
including its gardens, chiefly plantei 
extends a league in length; and beyc 
groves of thofe trees till up the view 
eye can reach. The inhabitants o 
Deferla retire, during the fuminei 
woods, to iheller iherafehT'i from tht 
at that iiafon is ahnott inlupporia 
experienced in 1677) when I palied 
country about the end of Aiiguft, 
wind was fo hot, even in lite night, 
frequently obliged to turn my hof 
cover my fice with ray liandkerch 
t!ie blaAsi which could no more be ( 
flame. 

I was now reduced to the neceffit) 
inj-felf from my horfe, awd X-j'w^-wV 
the earth, to avoid theVe tcotcV^a? 
found that tbofcwh'vcb ^t\fe itotn.'C 
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\ I was obliged to remain naked in a caravanfar/, 

frunaniiiein the morning till four in the afternaoi)> 

, feated or lying on a Ikin of RuHia leather, not 

only on account of the heat, but becaufe the I'weat 

flowed in liich flreams from nay body, that I 

could neither read nor -n-rile, and every thing I 

J took in roy hands immediately became wet. 1 

bad engaged two camels at Laer, with my ufual 

baggage, the one lo carry water, and the other 

provifions; for the country was lb depopulated, 

that for the fpace of twenty-five leagues I did not 

fee 3 fmgle perfon. Every body nad retired to 

the <]ate woods, or into the mountains; and as 

the dates were then ripe, they furniflicd the entire 

fublillence of the natives. This fruit is reckoned 

Qourifhiug, and wherever it is found, there ij a 

;, certainty of meeting with water. 

It is to be obierved, that the land which pro- 
duces dates is always fandyiand that at twelve or 
fifteen feet below the furface, water is conftantly 
found i the frefliell dug pits always furnifliing 
the pureft fluid. 

Five years before, in performing this journey 
I from Gormoutli to Cuurcltoon, I had the niisfor- 
I tunc to lofe mv wa}', and rambled into the moun- 
I Uins. I thought myfelf now cut off" from all 
f chance of returntog. Having wandered part of 
the night, I laid mylelf Rt the foot of a tree, and 
] balding my horfe by the bridle, waited in anxious 
1 «Kpe£Ution of'day. When day came, I dilcovered 
\ a wood of dale trees at two leagues diftaucc, where 
bring arrived, 1 liad the falisfaflion to find, that 
I X had advanced confiderably on my way, and a 

colleflor of the taxes, TjVomVmsX, ■;.ia^igafoa ^;^fc. 
i to the Toad. d^l 

L 1 
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[ . My fafferin^s were extreme. The 
^•ppcared to bring (bine coolnffn with the df 
'ttit the heat reCuraing with the fun, foonabfoi 
M this fmall humidity, and alTefted me fo vii ^, 
^Jititly, that '. could not e^en perfpirc; and 1117" 
'■^ry vitals feeiaed to be fetched lip. My horfe' 
; Sopped at, every ftep, not having flrength lo aA- 
I vance ; nor wad I able to beep either my mouth 
['Mr my eye* open, on accoant of the exhalation* 
, from the earth, which rofc to my face like gullk 
I'df ifame pouring from the mouth of a fiery oven. ' 
' During thit feafoD, the fields are entire)/ burnt 
I «{], and in the night and morning fach vapoan 
'■re excited by ilia heat of the earth, that nothing' 
► can be feen at 3 few paces diliaiioe ;.' the whole 
: fcce of nature rcfcmbHnga l'ea,or fome great lake 
'in a calm. 

' - On the plh I proceeded fix leagues, throagh a 
moiinlainoas and ftony country, where are never- 
tKclefs many ftreanw of running water, efpccially 
in the fprlng, Tliefe appear very limpid; but the 
water is as fait 3^ the fea, which arifei from its 
[ jailing over land, which, in the warm feafon, i* 
" white with a faline froft. 

I We halted at Tangueielan, whfere are two 
I earavanfariei. This place lies between two high 
? mountains, not more than a quarter of a league 
iiilant from each other. One of thccaravaofa- 
lies hasa hafon. of running water, Ijut ii is brack- 
Ifli and unfit for nfe ; yet it is brought hither by 
C great aqueduft, cut out o f the folid rock, in one 
place for three hundred paces iti length. 

On the 12th I met " great lord on (he road, who 
was retHroingfrain Vis 5o-j«nvticQV'rt^a?.w&reQispi, 
W) order to take apon li\m v\\tt cVwcp o^ %''^\ia<4\'E«& 
l| Paiia. His name v-aa MMfw.o'iiv ''S-'^^- 'ft* 
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had a grand train : hia women and tlieir baggage 
were carried on eighty camels, forty mules, acid 
twenty llorles. His own retinue and tffefta oc- 
cupied twice as many camels and rauie^. Many 
of the pcafania fled from tlic vill.igea that lay ia 
his way, left hi^ train lUuuld plunder and inl'ult 
them. 

As I was preparing to refume my journey, at 
fire in the morning, I oblerved tLat the air was 
unufnally dark, as if covered with clouJs; and 
conlidering that this was not the cafe, I reeollefl- 
ed that the obfcurity arole from locuHs, which I 
foon found was the faft. As they palTcd, prodigi- 
cus numbers of thefe.de ftrnftive infefts feli to the 
ground, and many of them being large and heavy, 
they could not rife tfgaio. 'ihe peafants collected 
(bcmas they fell, and told me that in this feafon, 
tbcy were vilitcd by dmijar clouds of lucufti 
almoft every night. H&viog gathered them, ihc 
natives dry and fait them, and make thecn thdr 
common food ; thus converting an inftrument of 
delti'Uttion imoa comfort of life. 

This day we proceeded five leagues, through a 
very level f^udy country, into which the horfes 
frequently funk. We paffed by a llnall village, 
sbuunding with dates and running water. About 
three weeks before, 1 had feen the people about 
Pcrlepolis fowing their com, and here I found 
them reaping it. This fudden iran^tioa furprif- 
ed ine> but I have frequently obferved vhe fame 
in this country; for the empire of I'erlia is fo 
tituated, and fo estenlive, that it unites all the 
fealbns at one and the fame time. 

Next d:>y I ftarted about two vn fee. ■kioito\.%-. 
and Teacbfd Gambroon, or. as Kv'ta c3L^\c4.^i^ -^ 
■.rerliaos. JJander Abafl^e. oi ttiB '^'i^^ ^"^ V^ 
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Gambrocm is fituated to (he fbuth-eafi 
as that town is of Ifpahan. Tbe di 
twei:n this place and the lad miriitioii 
computed aC one hundred and eij^ 
leagucsj but they arc very Jong, and i 
'tains, with the natural badnefs uf the 
l"der the jonrney very tedious. 

The houfea of Gambroon are built i 

B3, that in high lides they are wail 

[lf\paves. It lies between the lHands of ( 

ffKifaiis, the one 'being ou the letl, the 

J*ttie right. Thence the coaft of Aral 

Irfaounded by htgli mountains, may be' 

^-•clear day, though at twenty leagues di 

Three leagues behind Gambroon, an 

k. lofty mountains, covered with trees, an 

in water. T£ie territory, however, t 

' to Gambroon, is dry and barren, bei 

npofed of ihifting fands. 

The town is farrouiidod by a wall oi 

\ fide, and is proteSed by two fmall 

The houfes are computed at one thou 

hundred, or one thoufand live hundred, 

of which are inhabited by Indian Gent 

few Jews j but the generality of tlie ii 

are Periians; though there arc alfo man 

French, and Dutcli, belonging to theiv 

faflorias. 

The governor of the province gen(S 
here, and not at the capital, which is I 
lying ten days journey from thence. ■ 
is pretty large and commodious, and ti 
extremity of the town wticU Umofti 
tbe fe3. All the ho\itea\\&vtftww| 
Gambroon has no yon-, laat v^ 
.tod as convcui&utaDdi-.ifea*'^!' 
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ttiout its di fad vantages, bb 
re during the fummer, are 
liable to lie greatly damaged by worms. The 
fliips anclior in four or five fathoms water, and 
lie as lecufe asif tliey were in a balon. 

The water here is very brackiih, and is iifed 
only by thore who cannot aft'ord any better. It 
is taken out of pits dug three fathoms deep in the 
fand. The people in general drink the water qf 
Mines, a village at the difiance of a league from 
the port; and thofe in better circmnftanccs have 
recourfe to the waters of lllin, a large and fine 
village, tying under the verge of the mountains. 

The air of Gambroon is extremely unwhole- 
fonie. The wind, almoft throughout the year, 
changes four times every day. From midnight to 
day-break, it blows from the north, and is coliii 
from break of day till ten or eleven in the morn- 
ing, it blows from the eaft, with little variation 
of ibe former temperature: a fouih wind arifes 
■bout three o'clock, which blowing over the fea. 
Is very hot; and this {hifting to the wefi at fun- 
fet, blows till midnight, and is likewife hot. 
Thefe rapid and conflant tranlilions from heat to 
cold, give rife to many difeafes, whifh are ex- 
tremely fatal to foreigners ; the moft common and 
dangerous are dyffenteries, the bloody flux, and 
malignant fevers. 

Provifions are plentiful and choice, particu- 
larly liib. Antelopes and partridges are Ibme- 
times caughtj but the natives live chiefly on 
milk and plants. The fruits being brought from 
n confidcrable diftance, are. TvevtViex fc ^wA ■ait 
bheap es other artidesi vVvcTOoft. tiowvoiQ*. ^» '^fc 
met wilh areneaarme-a.Qaintica.'iv'vx'sa^.'sre^ 
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pbmegninatcs, fi^, melons, apples, pears, alinoo ^ ^ 
and a iariety of grapes. 

On llie I3ili, I was introduced to the govcr*3or 
by the principal perfon belonging to the FrencA 
company, ' We dined with his excellency, who 
entertained us with mucli mngnificencei after the 
Ferfiaii manner. We bad reiulic and dancnng, 
and were likewife amufed with the tricks of an 
Indian polture-m alter. The entertainment lafled 
£vc hours. It commenced tit ten, with a flight 
breakfaft: dinner was ferved up about an hour 
after, at wbich the governor and fome of his 
guells drank to excefs. No perfon, however, was 
compelled lo drink j but fo many healths were 
propofed, that it was neceflary lo exceed the 
bounds of moderation. 

Swordfmen in the eafl accufiom iliemfelves to 
drink wine after our manner. When the healtlis 
of the kings of France and PerSa, and tliofe of the 
principal perfoiis prefeiit were given, lliey were 
accompanied with thedifcharge of the cannon of 
thefortrefs, of the governor's palace, and of the 
fliips in liie road. 

I had not been long at Gambroon, before all my 
men began to feel the unfavoiirable etfefts of the 
climate. I was likewiie taken very ill rayfelf, 
■ iHtd' being apprized of the danger of remaining 
longer there, I refolved to return to Il'pahan, 
without waiting for a vclTcl which I expected 
ftom India. Accordingly I fet out, but after 
reaching Tanguedelau, I was feized with fiieh a 
violent complaint, that my life was dcfpnired of. 
However, it pleafed I'mvidance that I (hould rc- 
eovcT; flj}d having arrived al^^\!*^au,\^'«^*^'ws 
Lr««™ed to Europe. ^KX^js 
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TRAVELS IN CHINA. 

THE JESUITS 

~LE COMPTE AND DU HALDE. 



N'OTWITHSTANDING the dangerous in- 
triguing Tpirit of the JtfiiUs, which at laft 
Involved ihem iti iindiftinguilhed ruin, it muR be 
confefled, tliat ihis order has produced men emi- 
nent for every art that cau embellifh the walks of 
private life, or give dignily to political addrefs. 

Animated with an enlhufiafm in whatever 
caufe they engngcdj to the followers of Loyala 
'fit are indebted for many literary works of great 
utility and laborious refcarch, and for the know-- 
ledge of countries almoft inacceflible to any other 
adventurers. PofTeiring a general acquaintance 
with fcicnce, they were able to cloak their real 
defigus under the molt apparently innocent pur- 
fuits, or even elegant araufecoents ; and thus ac- 
quired an influence, before their objcft wus 
known or fufpefled. 

In China the Jefuits have particularly fignal- 
ized theralelves. That country, in a manner 
flint up from Europeans, by a wife but ungfaciou* 
policy, they have fowndmtaTi'4^ia'^M\f*.-i-(i.\s.^a>.^ 
defcribe; and to the otdei: "^ 5a^'^,-««ia«t.';w<i 
beft part of the VT\ow\ed^e"«e'jo"St'i%^^^«S-^ 
?o thai intereftuie -iuVfimx ot vVik. ^tS^e,. 
r ^\ 
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I The hiflory and defcripLioQ of this empire, \y 

I Le Coiupte and Du Kalde, are works ■whi,^^ 
I though not without errors and prejodice-s, defeirf-«' 
i a place in our lele6tioD. To reduce thofevoliiinef 
[. withtu modi^'ale limits, wc adopt the narrative of 
I, Le Compte, and only inlerfperfe exlrafla from 
' the uoluminotis labours of Du Halde, who \vas 
j born at Paris in 1674, and died in 1743. 

The French king, fays Le Compte, having re- 
folved to fend fix Jefuita to China, under the cha- 
rader of his majefly's mathematicians, I was ap- 
pointed oue of the number; audin the beginning 
of jGSfl, we fet fail in company with IVlonfieur 
Chaifinont, who was going as ambalTador extra- 
ordinary to the court of Siam. We had a very 
'agreeable voyage. The king of Siam, who pre- 
> tended to be Ikilled in aflrology, was delirous of 
alliCting at our altronomjcal obfervations, and 
adipiring the exaflnefa with which we foretold 
BH eclipfe of the moon, endeavoured to perfuade 
■; UB to &ay at his court ; but at length confented 
! that four of ua (Iiould depart for China, provided 
one of us would return with his ambaflador, to 
delire Lewis XIV. to fend him more mathemati- 
cians, and thai in the mean while 1 would remain 
wilhliim. 

The prieft, with the Siaraefe smbafTador, ar- 
rived in fafely atl'arisi but the four fathers, who 
fet fail for China, fuFered lliipwreck, and after 
1 undergoing mnny hardlhips, returned to Siam .in 
j an Englifti vefleJ, 

At that time :i rebellion hnd broke out .it Siam, 

which facilitated ouv depamiit. We tailed iu » 

■ fmaU.Chinefe veffel ; tttl \\io\i^\v \t«V\'o?,^is«i 

jpxprefs orders for oui bein^ ueMai W\\\i YwA- 

>»eft:, it is not tafy to couccvse *TO>itc ix^^^w 
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ablevoyage than we were obliged tocndure. Wo 
had no Ihelter againft the weather, and were I'o 
(iraiglitcned for want of room, that wc could not 
lie at our length. We were placed near an idol, 
black wilh the fmoke of a lamp, contimially 
burning to its honour, and daily worlhipped by 
the deluded crew. The fun Ihone direftly orec 
our heads, and we had fc&rce any water to quench 
the extreme ihirlicaufed by the exccflive heat of 
the climate. Indeed we had a daily allowance of 
three meals of rice, and the captain often Hiked 
us to eat meat with him ; but that being always 
firft offered to the idol, we looked upon it with 
horror rather than appetite. 

In this manner we Ipent above a month. We 
fometitDes, indeed, by the help of an interpreter, 
attempted to convince the Chigefeof theabfurd- 
ity of that wordiip in which they had the unhap' 
pioefs to be educated. One day, in particiilar, 
they flocked about us, and the difpute grew lb 
warm, that we were obliged to give it up. Sea- 
men are generally untraftablei thefe took great 
offence at what we had faid of their idol, and 
fooncametowardsus, armed with lances and h;ilf 
pikes, wilh looks that feemed to threaten our do- 
ftruflion. We were inftanlly filled with appre- 
henJions; but at lall were delivered from this 
painful fufpenfe, by finding that they were only 
preparing for a proceflion in honour of their idol j 
perhaps to appeafe the anger they iuppofed it 
might have conceived at our intinuations to its 
prejudice. 

I There is, Icarcply a natiot\ utvAet 'Oqs'\-s-^,-cm«ii 
Aperliitiotia than ll\e G'hmefei '«'^'^ ■kcr^^'-'^ "^ 
.tvmpafs by which they fteet , cw^V^««^^1 ^"^^ 
Umcut and iin;«(ifc, '^^N■vsK;*4:^^^i^■i■^'^^ ^ 
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threw, into the fea, little pieces of gilt paper, /a 
form of money, as it were to bribe it lo be tavotir- 
abie. Sometimes they would preicnt it with lit- 
tle paper boati, that, being bufied in toffing and 
ruling them, our (hjp might efcape notice. But 
when that ttnruly clement, in fpite of their cour- 
tefy, grew troubiefomc, from its being agitated, 

' Bs they imagioed, by the demon who governs it, 
tliey burnt Ibme feathers, which made I'uch a 
ftench, as wa? fufficient to drive away any fiend 
that had the fenfe of fmelling. 

Once palling near a hill on which one of their 
temples is crefied, their fuperftition was carried 
to the utmoft length ; for befides Ihe ulua! cere- 
monies, confifiing of meat offerings, burning of 
canclles and perfumes, throwing bits of gilt paper 
into the fea> and an infinite number of othet 
fooleries, all hands were cmplnyed for five or fi« 
hours in' making a little veffel refemhliiig thn 
Ihip, of ^bout four feet in length, with the msfts, 
tackling, fails, and fiags. It had likewife its 
eompafi, rudder, andfliallop; its arm?, ulenfili 
for dreUing proviiions, the provifions t hem t"e Ives, 
with the cargo and book of accounts; befides 
they daubed as many fmall pieces of paper as we 
were men in the ihip, which were difpofcd of in 
the fame place we were in. This veffel, with all 

I its appurtenances, being pbced on two ftaves. 
was, at the noife of a tabor and brazen bafoit, 

' railed up in view of the whole crew. A feaman, 

jo the habit of a bonze, or priefl, was the chief 

performer in this farce, he playing feveral apift 

tricks with a tjuaitcrftaff, an4 tt'wAerjaVs UliAut- 

irig ntoud. At letigt.\\ Ae TOTftwXwa* vw^ -^^^ 

ieommitttd to the waves, atvi ^aiai w w. ^si ^ 

jAe /j^iit «)i»14 rewb, *w>ff^^w^-«^'^^^ 
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clamations of the bonze, who roared with all lii:i 
might. 

Soon after, an accident happened, which at firll 
gave them lef? pleal'ure, though in ihe eoil, it 
proved an equal diverlion to iia all. The mari- 
ners imagined they faw, through their perfpcc- 
tivcs, a fliip in a part of ihe fea much infelied hy 
pirates; they dilUn^iflicd the mails, the fails; 
nay fotne faw the very tackling, jind even per- 
ceived by the manner of her failing, that Ihe in- 

' tended to pay us a vifit. The Chinefe, who, of 
all men, love beft to fleep in a whole liin, were 
in great confternation ; and the fear we faw 
painted in their faces, while they prepared their 
fcimeters, pikes, and raulkets, filled us wdth ter- 
ror; for we imagined ourfelves in danger of be- 
ing immediately ftrangled, by villains who gave 
no (joarter to luch as 1^)1 into their hands, and 
which we co\ild no otherwife efcape but hy 
leaping into the fea. A remedy little better thau 
the difcafc. Our perfpeftive glafles were often 
ufed, and to our no fniall ibrprife, the alarming 
objefl, as it came nearer, lefl'cned, as did our ill- 
grounded fear. At length it was taken for a 
floating iHand, then a fea-horfe, and then I kuow 
not what j till iclaft, being full in fight, it proved 
lo be a tree, which a violent wind l>ad torn from 
the coaft. The eartli and pebbles about its-root 
made itfwim upright, fo that its trunk, which wa* 

' very high.refcmbled a maft, fome branches fpread 
on each lide, liad been taken for a yjrd, and the 
IdTcr boughs for ropes j while the wind and fea 
beating about it, formed a wac'e.wjV.^itJS**. ■&***. 
jra/iJe by 3 fliip. TViedTeaWa\e-cvt\i.-J^*A'Q%v.cN- 

r.n .,.„' . 1 . r-.1 ■ r . [r_.\ »-.- \-n-?&\.CK 
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their veitation and difappointment, at lofing tVacJ 
to opportunity of dilplayiiig tlieir courage. 

At iengih, after a navigation of fix and tfe/wj- 
days, which the continual dangers ami ItatAtbipg 
to which we were cspofed, had rendered very te- 
dious, we came within fight of the city of NJmpo in 
China, Thefiglitirifpired us wichjoy; but though 
■we were lo near, it ivas not eafy for us to enter it. 
The captain of our veflol.on our arrival, confined 
lis in the hold, where the heat, which increafcdai 
wecamencarer the laud, and feveral other incouveJ 
nienccs, rendered our condition almoft infopport- 
able. We were, however, difcovered by an offi- 
cer of the cuftoms, and foon after brought before 
a mandarin, whom we found in a large hall, at- 
tended by his officers, with a multitude of people, 
whom the curioiity of feeing Europeans bad al- 
braaed. 

We had no iboner entered, than we were in- 
formed that we muft kneel to the mandarin, and 
bow our heads nine tiroes to the ground. His 
countenance was very fevere, and our dread was 
iDcreafed at the light of his tsecutioncrs, whot 
like the itoman li6tors, attended with chains and 
great flicks, ready to bind and punifli whom he 
thought fit. Having paid our devoirs, he aflced us, 
wliowe were, and what was our bull nefs there. On 
which we informed him, that hearing in Etirojie, 
that feveral of our brethren bad laboured with 
fuccefs in fpreadiog ihe knowledge of our holy 
religion in ihofe remote parts, the fame zeal bnd 
infpircd us with the dcijre to procure them the 
knowledge of the trae God, t\ve ovil^j lUo^ waol- 
iag to complete the granitvit u^ ii3?voM\?i\TO^wA 
renowned » naiioO. Itt matii^i\'=i ^■t-V^'^'^'*'"^ 
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iciirt lo ferve us; but added, that he miift (xm- 
falt with the governor, and in the meanwhile w« 
null return to our fliip- 

Some days after, the general of the militia, la 
find about the city, defiring to fee us, entertained 
UB yciy civilly, and ou our leaving hira to wait 
upon the governor, fent an officer to defire him 
to ufe us kindly. The governor expreJTed foma 
jelped for us; but acquainting us that he could 
tletcrtnine nothing till he had firfl conterred wliti 
the chief officers of the city, we were forced to re- 
turn again on board our hated Ihip. IDight days 
li^ng fpent in confulTations at ihe cuflum-hoDfe, 
we were fent for, together with our goods, which 
.conliflcd of feveral bales and trunks of hooks, 
images, and mathematical Intlrumeiits ; actl hav- 
ing opened three of them, we were toid that we 
might lodge in the fubarbs, till they had heard 
from the viceroy, to whom the governor had 
.written in relation to us. Of this civility wc 
gladly accepted, and in our new habitation, en- 
Joyed that reft and liberty, which is always grate- 
ful after long fatigue and confinement. 

The port of Nimpo is fituated in the moft eaft- 
ern part of China, and has avery difficult entrance; 
-bill frora thence a very cooliderable trade is car- 
j-ied on to Japan. This city is one of the firft 
clafs J it is willed roundj and very populous. It 
is rrniarkable for tlie great number of its iri- . 
umphal arches, which indeed are very common in 
the other parts of China ; but they arc here fo nu- 
merous as to be inconvenient, though they afford 
an agreeable profpeS at a diilance, Tt^-^ cssa:- 
,£& of three great arcWs to'j,e.\\\M,\i\i'\N-'A ■^''^ 
'We, that in the nuddic \«\u?.TOm\iV\^WP-^; 
Tic ibur piibis.by >*KicV v\i^^ *^^^'^'^'*|S£<vj 



I fometimcs round, biit oftener fquarc, formed C»^ - 
I linglc rtone, generally placed on an irrpgiilar bjj/^^ 
■ They Lave no capitals, the trunk being falietjci/ 
into the architrave, if that name may be girea 
to foine figures cut ovfer ihc pillars. The frieze, 
vhich is too high, ici proportion to the rell. Is 
adorned with infcriptions and relievos, finely ex- 
ecutcd, w-ith knotswrought loofe, one within an- 
' other, adorned with flowers, and birds fiying, ai 
• it were from tlie flone. Bnt whiie fome of thefe 
I ' edifices cannot be fufficiently praifed, others are 
not worth notice. 

Sotnelime after, we had inlelligence that the 
viceroy of the province was much ntfcnded at oar 
I being JutFered to land, and was rcfolved to fend 
[ us back. He wrote a fliorl reprimand to the go- 
7 vemor of Ninipo, and at the fame time fent to in- 
I form the grand tribunal of Pekin, intrulted wilb 
the care of foreign affairs, that we were five Eu- 
L ropeans who, for foiue private ends, deligned to 
I fettle there, in oppotition to the fundannental 
laws of the kingdom ; fo tliat the court decrecil 
' that we ilinuld be banilhedj and according to 
tnfioin, he fent an ordci' to that effe(i lo the em- 
peror tor his Signature. Had this order been 
I confirmed, we fliould have been ruined, and pro- 
bably the iBandarius of Kimpu, fur treating ui fo 
favourably. The viceroy who had as great love 
to our money, as he had batred to our belief, 
would have feized our bale^, and plundered the 
■captain who brought ns, and ordering him to be 
gone, to lake us with hi»n ; while he would have 
-thrown us overboard, as \.\ie autbots of his ruin., 
■Bat \v(- had writlen toTavYicT laXuKttVs.'iixXU- 
Jiau mifiionary, the gcnetaV oS t>at to\iw\\!.'&wS» 
■^ t^, H-ho, on receiving o\ii Vw«, '«''^"*,yi^ 
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I' ftiead atjcourt, to inform his majefly, wbo was 



H flien in Tartary. of our arrival; and, by a; 

fentional millakc, caufed his klter to be put inta 
I s packet, which he knew would be delivered iu- 
I to the emperor's own hand. Thus the emperor 
,; opened and read it, and therefore when the tii- 
I ouiial « decree was delivered lo bim, he anfwered 
l.ihat he would confider of it at Pckin. On his 

I arrival at that city, he was informed by one of 
qar order that, by our IkiU in the mathematics, 

i Wc might be of ufe to his majefty! on which, i>y 
i| uie advice and coufcnt of Lis privy council, lie 

II ^ent for us up to court ; and it happened that the 
I very perfon who had endeavoured to turn us 
' jhamefuUy out of China, was himlclf obliged t» 
I introduce ua. 

The viceroy left our journey as far as Hamt- 
J cbeou to the governor's care, who provided boati 
, for US} and that we might want for nothing, he 
I commanded au inferior mandarin to attend ui> 
I *'We reached that city, and afterwards on our leav- 
ing it, the viceroy, who was afraid le& he Ihould 
I be informed againli, prefented us with ten pif- 
' toles, fent chairs to carry us to an imperial barge 
1 he had provided for us, and ordered fome trnm- 
vets and hautboys to attejid us ; at tlie fame time 
lie gave us an order from court, in pnrfuance of 
I which, all the places through which we paflcd 
I were, while we went by water, to furnifli boats 
j, well-manned, and (ixty or more porters, in cafe 
N the froll obliged us to go by land : beiides, each 
I .city was lo give us the value of about half a pif- 
I tolc} this being the allowance to the chief niaa- 
I Sarins, who arc faid to havt 'Ctie\t daw^ja 'vks^.v*. 
Lby tie emperor, lliou^U ^.V\a^s'\\i.^ia^•Mao■^"^'*-^'* 
fjSe tenth part of tin; ex¥e^xe. 'Vv 
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-^e barge provided for us was a Tecond rate* 
ri?:teen teet in breadth, and leveiUy in length. 
Btfides ihe cook-room, thai of thcmafterandMi , 
Istnily, tliat for the crew, and another for our 
men. there was a pretty large cabin where we 
iliued, and three rooms, in which fix perfous 
Tnigbt lie at their eafe} all which were painted, 
gilt, and varntlhcd. 

Our manner of proceeding up the river was w 
follows; as foon as the anchor was wdghed, ilie 
tnimpets and hautboys founded a march, and 
th^n took their leave, by firing a kind of engine, 
in which were three iron barrels, ihat were dif- 
charged one after iinoihirr; the ran lie founding 
between each. This was repeated wheuevcrwe 
met a mandarin's barge, or uame to a town, or 
when cither night or a contrary wind obliged us 
to come to an nnchur. Every night ten or twelve 
inhabitants of the town, neareft to the place 
where we caft anchor, appearrd in one row on the 
Ihore, when the inuftcr, wtming on the deck, made 
X fpeech on tlicir obligations to preferve all who 
belonged to the emperor, and lo watch for the 
fafcty of the mandarins, who look care of the 
lloitp. He then enmneratcd all the accidents lo 
which we were liable; as fire, thirvi-s, and (torms, 
exhorting them lo be vigilant ; and telling them 
- Ibcy Jliiitild be anfwerable for all the milcbief 
that hai'pened. They anfwercd each fentcncc 
with a Ihout, and then retired, as lo fonn a guard, 
leaving only one fentry, who continually lUiick I 
two flicks againli each other, and was hourlyrc- I 
iierctl by others who made tbe fame noife. U lei | 
us know that they d'lA noViaW'ittt^, ■«>&&-••!; I 
would have gladly aiiQVJci\,\'bsm^'i*''*>«^'K»&- 
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tioa we might have had ihc fame enjoyment oar- 
fclvcs. 

On ihe 3d of Janttnry, we arrived at Yamtche- 
011, when the frott forcing us lo leave the gresc 
canal, we bad horfca provided for our intii, and 
porters for our goods. As for ourfelves, the cold 
and fiiow, to which we were unaccullomed, made 
us cliufe to goin Utters, We changed oui porlers at 
every city or large town, and found, lo our fur- 
prife, that we could get ahove 3 LunJicd with as 
much calc and fpccd us, in France, we could have 
got five or fix. The cciijfpw hourly increaled, 
and at length became fo ibaip, that we found the 
river Hoambo, one of ihcjargefl in China, almoft 
frozen over. A whole day was fpent in bre;ikmg 
the ice, and we palled it wiUi much trouble and 
difficulty. 

On our arrival at Pekin, we ffeund the court in 
tnourning for the Emprefs Dowager ; tbe courts 
of juAice were Ihiit up, and the emperor gave no 
audience-, but the twenty-feven days of mourn- 
ing being expired, in which the fovereign himfelf 
IS obliged, by the laws, to remain in folitude, he 
lent one of hi:^ officers to fee how we did, and to 
flik us fome quefiious. Some time after we were 
fent for by the tribunal, who had pafled the fen- 
tenceofb!ini(hmentupoii m ; where the prcfident 
gave us a final! piece of varoiilied board, wrapped 
up in yellow tatfetyi and on this board was writ- 
ten, among other ihingi. that we might ule our 
indnimcnts, and fettle in what part of the empire 
we pleafed. We had not yet had the honour lo 
attend on his raajefty i for tUcCe, foxwvaV.v.?^ -s!w.ti 
to precede our a udienci.- -.but v;c Wi feaxcA-j 'Jos 

fot our difcbargrr, when t*o evi.nMcV% e■w.e^«^. 

WJirra tJie prcfident. that \x& raa^ ax.^'^'*^ - 
X. '2 
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I his br^lhren in a particular court of tlie palace ; 
' and we were informed of the ceremonies ufed on 
ludi occafiong. 

We were then carried in chairs to Ihe firft 
gate, whence we went on foot through eight 
courts of a prodigious length, built round with 
houfes of different kinds of architeflure ; but the 
buildings of none of thefe courts were very extra- 
ordinary, excppt the large fquare ftruflures over 
the arches, through which we pafled from one 
court into another. Thefe indeed made a Irately 
appearance, being bttili trf white marble, though 
worn rough with age;' 'Through one of thefe 
courts ran a rivulef,' oVer which were fevcral 
fmall bridges of the fame kind of marble, but of 
a whiter colour and better workmanffiip. 

The grandeur of this palace does not confifl fo 
\, much in the noblenefs and elegance of the archi- 
f tcftare, as in the prodigious number of its bnild- 
I Ings, courts, and gardens, all regularly difpofed. 
' What chiefly flruck me as being moft fingular, 
I was the emperor's throne, and lis accompani* 
, menls. In the midft of one of thefe courts, is a 
J fqaare bafe, or folid building, of an extraordinarf 
' extent, adorned on the top with a baluflrade, 
much in the European fafluon ; this fupports an- 
I other fmallerbafe, alfoencompaffed with a baluf- 
trade, over which are placed three more of the 
I fame kind, each lelTeniDg in bulk, as it arifes 
above the other. On the uppermoft is a large 
I hall, the roof of which is covered with guilt tiles, 
I and fupporied by the four walls, and as many 
I rows of varniflied "pillars, between which is feat- 
j ed the imperial throne. Thefe vafl bafts, with 
I their baJtmrades of white matble, thus rifing 
[ above each other, wilHa'Ba^ate.^JB.'ii\t\Q^,^\^- 
L^ ^«^ 
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tering with gold and varnifli, have a very fitu 
peamnce; elpeciall} as they are thus placed tr 
midft of a fjiacious court, iurrounded by four 
ftaiely rows of building ; and were its beauty en- 
hanced by the ornaments of the Greek and Ho- 
tnan architedure, and by that noble fitnpliciiyi fo 
much valued in our buildings, it would be doubt- 
lefs as magniScent a throne as ever was railed l,>y 
the art of man. 

After a qnarler of an hour's walk, we at lenglb 
came to the emperor's apartment, tlie entrance ul' 
which was not very fplendid ; but the anticham- 
ber was adorned with marble, fculpture, and gild- 
ings, the neatnefs of the workmanHiip being 
more valuable than the ricbnefs of ihe materiali. 
Bui the fecond mourning not being over, ihe pre- 
- fence chamber was Hill difrobed of all its orga- 
mencs, and could boaft of none but the prefrDCc 
of the fovereign, who fat du a fofa, railed thrre 

I feet from the ground, covered witli a plain whi^ 
carpet, thiit took up the whole breadth of Ifae 

II room. By him lay fome books, paper, and ink. 
« He was clothed with a veil of black fai.in, fivrred 
II with ijible. and on eai:h hand DoQd a row of young 
I eunuchs, plainly habited, with their Ifgs clofe to ' 
f cad) oihtT, and their arms extended downwards 

along their fides, whifh is cRccmnd ibe mod rc- 

! IpeCttui poUure. 

y Being come to the outer door, wp hnCcJ, for 
fuch IB the coftom, till wsr c;inie lo the Mid uf tlie 
ehamber oppofite to the emprror's. Tlicn flood 

i' for a moment, all abreart, in ihi; pofitire the co- 

I nuchs were in. Next falling on our knees, aai 
jdining our hands, we lifted them up to our 
brads, in fuch a niannrr, that out an\\» ■ift^ <t 
bows were uf the famchi^icUw VJtNw-i.ci. <m'«»^ 

fc... xi ^ 
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to the groiint!, then rifing. flood as before. The 
fame proftraiion was repeated a fccond and third 
I time, when we were ordered to come forward, and 
kneel before his majefty, who treated us with tho 
greateft good nature, and having aiked us fome 
fjueftions relative to the grandeur of France, ihc 
length of the voyage, and the manner in which 
■we had been treated by the mandaj-ins, lei us 
krow that he was difpofed to grant us frelh fii- 
vnurs, and llien difmifled us. He was fomewhat 
above the-cfliddle ftature, and though pretty cor- 
pulent, was lefs fo than a Chinefe would wifh to 
be: hewasfnU vifsged, disfigured with the fraall 
pes; had a broad forehead, liille eyes, and a fiuall 
nofe. In fhort, though he had not an air of ma- 
jcfty, he had a look of great good-nature. 

From this apartment we went into another, 
where a mandarin treated us with tea, and pre- 
fented us, from the emperor, a fum worth about 
a hundred piftoles. This prefent might feem but 
inconfiderable from fo great a prince; but in 
China it is a very extraordioai^ one, where it is a 
tnaxim with the great to take as much, and give 
ax little, as they can. Op i he other hand, he load- 
ed us with honour, and ordered one of his officers 
to wait on us to his hotife. 

Pckin, which fignifies the north court, is the 
chief city of China, and the ufua! feat of the em- 
perors ; it being thus named, to diftinguifli it 
,ftom Nankin, or the fouth court, where the em- 
peror formerly refilled. The latter (lands in the 
rfcci? and nioft coromodious fitualion of any city 
So the empire ; but the ctir.tvKa»\ XTiwatL-ma at 
I the Tartars obliged fhc cn\^Tcrtsw^t\ft« toot*. 
rofthn northern provinces, "^^"^^f ^^^^'^^l^^ti 
^^jr^ ready to oppofe ihem. "S^^vu -^^^ v'^*'^ 
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fixed upon for this purpofe, it being fituated in 
the 40th deg. of north latitude, at a fmalldiilanL-e 
from the famous Chinele wall. Its neighlmur- 
hood to the fea on the enit, ntid tiie great cniial oa 
(he fouth, affnrds it a communicaiiun with feve- 
ral fine provinces, from which it draws part of its 
fubfiftcnce. 

The city of Pekin, which is exnftly fquare, wa* 
formerly four leagues round ; but the '1 artars fet- 
tling there, forced the Chinel'e to live witfcoat the 
wallg, where tliey Iboti buitt a new town, which, 
with the old one, conipofes an irregular figure. 
Thus Pekin confifts of t-wo cities, one called the 
Tartar's, becaufe they permit none elfe to inhabit 
il ; and the other the Chinefc, which is as large 
and more populous than the firft, both together 
being fix leagues in circumference, lb that the dty 
II of Paris, which is ten thoufand pacca round, is but 
I half aa big as the Tartar's town, and but a quarter 
flslargeasallPekin, ludeed their houfeiaregene- 
raily no more than one ftory high, while thofe of 
Paris are, one with another, four. Theftreetsof the 
I formcrcity are wider; the emperor's palace, which 
] iaof a vail extent, is not half inhabited; befido, 
■ there are in that city, niagHzines of rice for the fup- 
portof two hundred lhDnl'andmen,andlargecourts 
^filled with houfes, in which thofc, who are randi- 
dates 'for their dciSor's degree, are examined ; 
I which alone would form a very confiderable ci- 
"1 ty. But, on the other hand, the Chinefe live fo 
[ clofe together, that twenty or more of I hem dwell 
in as liitie room as ten perlons at Paris. The 
' mii}iitade of people \n tUe ftiefc\.%\% *^\\fc*'!«=^ 
' milling; and at the fight ot Cvi.c\i ■awo'tawi. '*- '^'*-" 
f-mets, boTli-s, males, wasoous, cWvt*, y**^'^'^? 
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ed here and tliere, round the fortune-tellen, one 
would imagine that lbm« UDufua) ibow had drawn 
ail China to Pekin. Tlie moft populous cities iu 
Europe indeed appear a wildernefs to this. Hence 
Ibnie have imagined, that as only the men are 
here to be feen, the nunober of the inhabitants of 
both fexes niuft amount to tix or feven milliotu 
of foals *. 

This is, however, a very erroneous computa- 
tion ; and the following obfervations wil) Ihew 
the number of the Inhabitants mull not be guelT- 
cd at from the crowds fcen in the llreets. As no 
river comes up to Pekin, the neceffary provilions 
and com modi ties brought there bylandjdailycaufea 
great refort to that city of pealan ts, camels, horfes, 
mules, waggons, &c. Almoft all the artificers 
work at tbe houles of their cuAomers, and even 
the fraiths carry with them their furnace, anvil, 
and tools and return home at night. All pcrfons 
above, the vulgar, never go abroad but on faorfe- 
back, or in chairs, with a numerous retinue ; the 
mandarins are confiantly attended by their infe- 
rior officers, following them with all tlieir fonna- 
Ihies, in a kiud of proceflion. In Ihort, the 
princes of the blood, nnd the lords of the court, 
who are obliged to go almoA daily to the palace, 
are always attended with a great guard of horfe, 
Thefe cufloms, which are peculiar to Cliinn, 
greatly Increafe tbe throng, and make the city 
appear more populous than it really is : however, 
I think I (hall not be very wide of the truth, if I 
allow tJie inhabitants to amount to two millions. 
AJmofl all tlieftiteUat&bvi\\\.\\.ft,iitc&llMi, 
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tlie largell being about one hundred tind twenty 
feet broad, and a league in length; end tlic fliops 
where they fell filks and China ware, which ge- 
nerally take up tlie whole Hreei, fonn a very 
agreeable vifta. The Chincfe have a cuftom 
which adds to theirbeaotVi each ftiopkeeper puts 
out before his houfe, on a kind of pedcflal, a board 
about twenty feet high, painted, varniflied, and 
often gilt, on which are written, in large charac- 
ters, the commodities in which he deals. Thefe 
kind of pilafters, thus erefled on eacji fide the 
flrcet, and almoft at an equal diftance from each 
«lher, have a very preity effeft. Thia ia cnflom- 
ary tn almoin all the cities of China, and ia fomi 
places I have feen tiiem fo neat, that the whole 
llreet has appeared like the decorations of a tlage. 
However, the houfes are neitlier well built, nor 
of afufficienlheight; and, hcfides, are always in- 
commoded with mud or duft. There is fo mtich 
of the latter, that ihe city is generally covered 
with a cloud of it, which make its way into the 
clofeft clofets ; and nolwilhftanding their ftriving 
lo allay it, by continually fprinkling the tlrcels, 
it is not only ofFenlive, but prejudicial to the 
health. 

What is furprifing, is to fee the perfeft tran- 
quillity maintained among fuch an infinite num- 
ber of Chinefe and Tarta ts ; for it leldom happens 
in many years, that a faoufe is broke open by 
thieves, or iluy murder committed. Indeed, fuch 
flria order is obferved, that it ia ncKt to irapofli- 
ble fuch crimes ftiould be committed with impu- 
nity. All the great llrects, -whieV mc iivs-^"^ ». 
line from one gate to another, Wvt leves;^ ciw^ 
de garde. Day and nifcht, -ioVftSeti -Jt^>-V '^^ 
fvfords by their fides a.aA wWi^a "w \\vtvt1»a 
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are ready fo chaftife thofc who make the leaftdlf- 

I turbance, aud have power to take into cuftody 
whoever raifcs any ^luarrel. The Utile llreeis that 
come into the greater, have gales made in the 
form of a lacticcj which afiFord a view of all who 
I pals aloug: they are guarded by ihe corps dc 
garde placed over againft them in the great (Ireets. 
Tlie lattice-gates are Ihiit at night by the corps 
de garde, and are feldom opened but to perfoas 
known, who carry a lantern in their hand, and 
give a good realbn for their going out. As foon 
a; the firA ilroke is given by the watch on a gre^t 
bell, a foldier or two nnift go from one corpa d« 
garde to auother; and a^ they walk along, they 
I play continually on a fort of rattle. Whoever Is 
found walking in the llreets in the night, is eui- 
; mined ; and if his bufinefs is not of a very extra- 
ordinary nature, he is taken into cuHody. To 
I this it muA be added, that the governor in oblige 
ed to take his rounds when leaft espeftcd ; and 
that the olKcers, who keep guard on the walls and 
on the pavilions of the gates, where the watches 
I are, beat on great drums of brafs, fend fubnlierni 
to esaminc the quarters belonging to their rcfpec- 
tive gates ; and that the leaft ncgled is puniihed 
I the next day, and tiie officers broke. By thefe 
falutary regulations, peace, filence, and fafetjr 
reign throughout the city. 

Of all the buildings of which this cltyconlifls, 
I Ihe moft rrm:irkable is the imperial palace, of 
I which I have already taken fome notice ; bat it 
I is proper here to add, that it includes not only the 
emperor's houfe and ganderia-, \J^i^. a Utile town 
I inhabited by the oSceTS oS Ocl.1ico^i\^.,wvi.a■!os&.- 
^ titudc of artificers en:tp\ovei aniVB-ivVj ** bsx- 
l^ror; for none but tW t^w^<:\v^^«^^'^^*^ 
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palace. Tlic onfer town is ilefendcJ by a very 
good wall, and divided from the emperor's houlc 
by one of lefs lirenglh. However, all the houfes 
of the courtiers and artilieers are low and ill con- 
trived, and even worfe than tliofc in the Tartar's 
city. 

Tlie inner palace is formed of nine vaft courts, 
built in one line. The arches, through which yoii 
go from one to another, are, as already mentioned, 
of marblej and over eacli is a large fqua re build- 
ing, of a kind of Gothic architedture, where the 
timbers of the roof, projcfting beyond the wall, 
are foniied by other pieces ofwoodinto a kind of 
cornice, which, at a diftance, has very fine appear- 
ances. The fides of each court are clofed by 
lefl'er apartments; but when you come to the 
emperor's lodgings, the porticos fupported by 
llately pillars, the white marble fleps, by which 
jou afcend to the inward halls, the gilt roofs, itw 
carved work, varnijh, gilding, and painting, ap- 
pear extremely Iplendid. The whole is covered 
withfliining tiks, of fucb a beautiful yelloiv, 
tli.it at a diftance they appear as bright as if they 
were gilt. Another roof, as bright as the former, 
Iprings from the walls, and ranges all round the 
buildings, and this is fupported by a tbrcit (J 
beams, joilh, and fpars, all japanned with gold 
flowers on a green ground: tbisfecond roof, with 
the prcneSion of the firft, makes a fort of crown 
to Miefe ftruaures, which has fine efFcfl. The 
lerraces, on which the apartments are built, con- 
tribute to give them an air of grandeur. They are 
fifteen feci bigh, cal'ed with white warble, aa4 
adorned with balufiers of ifVeW-j ^uoi. ■wwi>ts«».'^- 
Jhip, open only at tbc fteusnVacti <iu e.'iJtV ^^'^' 
fiadia t/ie middle aud<:ome«oi \.V& ti«».Vi "** 
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tbcnfccnt in tbe middle h only aflope«f marble, 
wilh neither Kep» nor landing-place. 

The hallj appointed for ceremonies, has large 
nafly veii'els of bral^, placed oa the platfurni be- 
fore it, in which perfumes are burnt during any 
ceremony; and alfo candlefticks. in the flaape of 
birds, large enough to h old llambcaux, are placed. 
This hall is about one hundred and tliirly feet 
long, and uhnult fquare: llie celling is carved, 
japanned green, and charged vilh gilt dragont:; 
the pillars that fupporl the roof arc about fix or 
fevpn feet in circumiereocc nt the bottom, incruft- 
cd with a. kind of pa^e, aud japanned with ted} 
the pavement is partially covered with an ordi' 
nary fort of carpets, in imitation of tliofe of Tur- 
key i but the walls are defiilute of all ornament, 
having neither tapeftry, looking-glaffes, fconces, 
nor paintings. In the middle of this loom is a 
throne, under a lofty alcove, very neat, but nei- 
ther rich not magnificent. There arc two other 
Idler halls hid by the former, one of them a 
pretty circular room, with windows all round, and 
Ihining with japanned workof various colouTii: tbe 
other is of an oblong form. In the view of thefe 
buildings, the difierent pieces of architefture daz- 
^e tbe eyes of the beholder. But the imperfeA 
notion the Chinele entertain of all works of tafte, 
is betrayed by tbe moll unpardonable faults. Tbe 
ornaments are not only irregular and puerilej but 
the apartments are ill conirived, and want that 
connexion which fonas tbe beauty and conveni- 
ences of the palaces in Europe; and cannot fail 
o/dilguftiug all who liave tlic leaft idea uf cbafie 
arcbiie&azc. 

Tbe guards, placed avO\ft ??X« ^^*>- «»«!«», 
bhive no othec aims Wt vV«* tiwaawiv ^- 
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Dflfrly the whole pa Ism was inhabited by euniidis, 
whoib power and infolence grew to Itich a height, 
that they became infnpportable to the princes of 
the empire; b«t the laft Cliinele emperors, efpe- 
ciitlly thole defcended from Tartary, have b bum- 
bled them, ihat the youngeft are made to ferve at 
pages, while the talk of the others is to iwuep tbe 
rooraa, and keep them clean; and for ihe ha& 
iaolt tiiey are feverely puniflied by their overfeer. 
Tbe emperor's houfe is (he only one at Pekin 
ihatdefervcs the name of a palace; tbe others 
are ext[etQc]y mean, and thofe of the grantees, 
Jike all the lell, are but one flory high ; however, 
the great uutuber of roonis, for tbenifelvcs and 
their ferrantG, make Tome amends foe tlieir want 
of beauty and magoificeDCC. The nobility of 
China are, indeed, like thofe of other nalions, 
fond of making a great appearance; but tliey are 
curbed by the ciutoiuii of the country, aod the 
danger of being noticed. While I was at Pekin, 
one of tbe chief iQandarioG built hiiuleJf a huufe 
fomewhat more lofty and magnificent thao the 
reft. For this crime he was accufcd before the 
emperor, when, being afraid of the conl'equence, 
he pulled it down while the affair wan under ejt- 



Tbe hilU, in wtiicb they plead, liave little aJy 
vantage above the other houfes. Indeed, tbey 
have rpacious courts and lofty gates, fometimea 
embclliflied with tolerable ornameois; but the 
inward apartments and nJiaes are neither magni- 
ficent, nor even kept neat. 

Amongft the mod remarkable buildings is the 
A/nous imperial obfervatotY j t's ■nva^iVw^'&KWsSi. 

-i/ trave/Jcrs, one of w^om i^eaNs.'i tiS. S.v\v\ -C^wa. 

Minaner: " Notjiihc "m E'iiopti&VaXi'^WKK^'**'^ 
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to it, whether for tlie magnificence of (lie place; 
or the lize of tliofe vaA brazen machines, which 
having been, during ihefe feven hundred years, 
cKpofed on the plattbrma of thofe large towers, 
are ftill as fair and entire as if they were but jull 
caft. The divifions of thofe inflrunienl!! are moft 
exa3 i the dil'pofition nioft proper for their de- 
fign ; and the whole work performed with an ini- 
mitable neatnefa." Filled with ihelis high ideas, 
wevifited this femous place, and firfi entered a 
court of a moderate extent, where we weta 
(hewn the dwelling hoiife of thofe who look after 
tiie obfervatory. Then taming to the right, we 
afcended a very narrow ftaircafe to the top of a 
fquarc tower. Inch as were formerly ufed to for- 
tify our city walls : indeed, it h joined on the 
infide to that of Pekiti, and raifed only ten or 
twelve feet above the bulwarks. Upon this plat- 
tbrm the Chinefe ailronomers had placed tbcir 
inftruments, which, though but few, took up the 
whole fpace ; but Father Verbieft having judged 
them ufelefa, had prevailed on the emperor to 
have them pulled down, and to have new ones 
pnt lip of his own contriving : they were, thercJ- 
fore, in a hall near the tower, buried in dtift and 
oblivion. We faw them only through a window, 
fecured with iron bars. They appeared to be 
very large and well caftj however, we had an 
opportunity of examining more narrowly a celefr 
tial globe of about three feet diameter, left in a 
bye court, when we found that it was of a form 
inclining loan oval, divided with little exaftnefs, 
and the whole work very coarfe. In Qiort, this 
obfervatory. which was of little worth, with rc- 
/pe& both to its ancient raachinesi and its Utaa- 
UaOf h now enriched w'i^Vi ta«!i\at^-iKft\v.«sM- 

1 HM3|^* 
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tnenis fet up by Father Verbriell. Tliefe are an 
armillary fphere, fjx feet in diameter, fupportcd 
by four dragons heada, wliofe bodies, afiirr leveral 
windings, are faftened to the ends of two braz-en 
beams laid acrofa, that bear the whole weight of 
ibe fphere. Four lions of the fame xiiclal ftand 
under the ends of thefe beams. The circles are, 
both in their interior and exterior furface, divid- 
ed by lines iiilo three hnnidrcd and fixty degrees 
each, and each degree into lixty minates, and tbe 
latter into portions of ten feconds each. 

Ad equinosial fpherc, lix feet in diameter, 
Supported by a dragon, who bears it on liis back, 
and fiandfi on four brazen beams, fupported by 
four fmall liona. The delign is well cxeeuied. 

An azimuthal borizmi, of the fame diameter, 
aJfo fupported by dragons, 

A()i:iidraDt,v.-liuft! radius is lis feet. Adra- 
gOD> folded in feveral rings, and wraped up in 
douds, fuzes on all parts t)ie plates of the ioAru- 
menl, to faften them together. 

A texianl, whofe radius is about eight feet, 
and a £ne celeAial globe of fix feet diameter; 
both likcwife decnratcd with dragons. 

But the Chinefe would never liave been pre- 
vailed on to leave their old inftruments, and 
make ufe of thefe, which are infinitely fuperiot 
to them, witltout the esprefs orders of their em- 
peror i for ihcy are more fond of the moft de- 
lc£tive pieces of antiquity, thaa of the moft noble 
improvements. It is faid, that they have watched 
the motion of the flars above ioor thoufand years ; 
but it is a fltame tJiat, in fo long a time, they ' 
bare made no greater iniprovcments. However, 
Ihey ftill continue their obfervationa, and five 
jiut/iriualiciaiia fpend every mn^x. tjii "Odr 'wi'S^i 
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one gaiing towards the zenith, another to fIrS 
call, a lliird lo the -weft, the fourth to the ibuth. 
and the fifth to the north, that nothing may 
efcape their obfcrvation. They take notice of 
the winds, the rain, (he air, and all unufual phe- 
nomena; eclipfes, the conju^ion and oppofition 
of planets, and of fires and metpori. Of thcfe 
they keep a flria accoant, which they bring in 
every morning; to the lurveyor of the maihema- 
tics, to b« regillcred in hii office. Thefe aftro- 
nomcrs arc, however, very untkilful} they take 
little care to improve the fcience ; and, provided 
their falary be paid, give themfelves no great 
trouble about the changra tliat happen in the fk.y. 
In treating of Pekin, il would be doing tli^ 
' city great injutlice to paf? over in filence its no- 
ble gates and Haiely walls. The former are not 
like the other public buildings in China, embel- 
lifhed with ftatues or other carving; all their 
beauty coafifting in their prodigious height, 
which, at a diHance, has a fin*' appearance. Thejr 
conlift of two large fquare edifices, built fepa- 
rately, hut bound together by two thick and lofty 
walls, forming a iqnare fufiicient to cotU^iv 
above five hundred men in battle array. The 
firft building, which refcmbles a forlrefs. iacea the 
road. Tliere is no way through it j but vou en- 
ter in at the fide wall, where there is a gate pro- 
poriionable to the reft; yon then turn to the 
right, and meet with the fecond tower, which 
commands the city, and has a gate like the for- 
mer j but the gateway is lb !ong that it grow* 
dark in the middle. There they eonilantly kcm 
a guard, and a fm.ill magazine of Hores. Though 
//le/e gates are dcftitute ot" the embcUi laments of 
MrcbitcQure, yet, on approad\iu£?c'6:v^,^'a'i^TO>- 
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menfe buildings have an air of magnificence pre- 
ferable to our oruamenta. The arches are bi ilt 
■with marble, and the rcli with very large bricks, 
cemented with excellent moriar. 

Tbc walls are anfwerable to the gates, fo lofty 
that they Lide the whole city, and fo thick, that 
fentecies are placed upon them on horfeback. 
Square towers are raifed at the diftance of a bow- 
Ihot from each other. The ditch is dry, but very 
btoad and deep, and the city is bb regularly de- 
fended by a ftrong garrifon, as if the people were 
under the continual apprehenlion of a liege. 

Among the mod fumptnous t>ni]dings of China, 
we uuglit not to omit their temples, or pagodas, 
ere&ed to fabulous deities, by the fnperllition of 
ihe princes as well as of the people. Of thefe 
■ here are a prodigious nnmber, the molt cele- 
brated of which ar^ built in barren mountains, 
to which, however, the induflry of the people has 
given the beauties and advantages denied iheru 
by nature. The canale, cut at a great expciice, 
to condiiil the water from the heights into reler- 
Toirs made for that purpofc, with gardens, groves, 
xnd grottos, made in the rocki for Ihcltcr againA 
tha excellive heat of the climate, render their 
folitudes delightful. 

Thefc temples confifi partly of porticos, paved 
with large fqiiarepolifhedttones.andpartlyof halls 
or pavilions, that fiand in the corners of courts, 
and cooirauuicate by long galleries, adorned with 
ftatocs of ftone, and fomelimea of brafs. The roofs 
of thefe buildings Aiine with beautiful tiles, ja- 
panned with green and yellow, and at the corners 
are adorned with dragons of the fame colour, 
projefliDg forward. Moft of tliefe pagodas have 
a great towcc fianiio2>^') \\-'Ct\i,«a4.VRv>!»J»si.'Nt 
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in a dome, to which they afccnit by a I);itidrorn^ 
(laircafe, that windj around it : and fqiiare tem- 
ples coniinonty occupy the middle of tlie donocv 
which is often adorned with mofaic work, and 
the wall covered with ilone figures of animaU and 
inonfte>s in relievo. This is the form of the moft 
of the pagodas, and thefe are (he habitations of 
the boRses, or the priefls of the idol. 

The frontier lowns, efpecially thofe near Tar- 
tar)', are fortified with good balwarks, towera, 
brick walls, and large deep ditches tilled witll 
running water; in thefe all the (kill of the Chi- 
nefe engineers confifts ; which is no wonder, fince 
none elfe were known in Europe before cannon 
were in ufe. 

Thei.- moft fingular fortification is the gnftt 
wait, which e!(teiid5 from the eaftern ocean to 
the province of Chmifi; and if all it« windings 
are reckoned, is no Id's t han five hundred leagues 
Jong. It is foriifird with towers, much like ihofe 
of the cities ; and where the pafles might be 
more ealily forced, they have raifed two or threft 
bulwarks one behind another, of an enormous 
thicknefs, which, with the forts that command 
all the avenues, guarded by a great' number of 
forces, protect the Chinefe from all attempts oft 
that fide. ' 

As China is divided from Tartary by a obala 
of mountains, this wall has been carried, not only 
through the Talleys, but over the higheft hills: 
it is every where of a great height, bat rather 
lower than the walla of their cities. It is moftly 
built with brick, and bound with ftrong mortar; 
fo that, though it is one ihoufand eight hundred 
years fmce it was ercifted, it was almoft entire. 
This work was at once orie oi lit«. ^iwa^, wA 
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the mofl ridiculous, ever made by man j fur, uot- 
withftanding its being extremely prudent thus to 
guard all tbe pafles and the ealieli avenues, how 
abCurd was it to carry tliia wall to the top of 
feme precipices, which ilie birds can fcarcely 
reach in ihcir flights, and to which it is impofli- 
ble that tlie Tariarian horfc fliould ever afcend I 
yet, it is aniaziiig, how the maleriala were eon- 
veycd thither, which was not done without a vaft 
expence, and the lol'^ of more men than would 
liave pcrifflied by the greateft fury of their ene- 
mies. It is faid, that during the reigns of the 
Chinefe emperors, ihia w all was guarded by a mil- 
lion of foidiersj but as tliat part of Tarlary now 
belongs to China, they are contented with man- 
ning well the worftfituated,buibellfortilied, parts. 

There are, in China, above a thoufand for- 
UeOes of the firil rate; but though the reft 
fcarcely dcfer*e the name, ihey are all well gar- 
rilbned; whence fome judgment roay be formed 
of the vaft armies conllantly kept on fool. 

But what is far more afloniQiing, is tbe nwm- 
brr, the extent, and tie government of liieir 
Iradiog totfns. Thefe arc generally divided into 
three ctalTes; t!ie (irft confiliing of above a hun- 
dred and fixty, the fecond of two hundred and 
feventy, and the third of near twelve hundred. 
Bcfides, there are near three hflndred walled_ ci- 
ties; which ihey confiSer as not worth notice, 
(bough moft of tliem are populous and commer- 
cial. The largenefs of tbeie cities ia not left 
■mazing than their number. Pekin is not lo be 
compared lo Nankin, or as it is now called, Kiatn- 
nin, which was formerly inclofed within three 
vails, lie outermoll of which was fifteen league* 
rouniij and lliougb itoatvv.^ lfta.»i\K&'ss»iiis,'A'-*». 
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former fplendor, yet, including thofe who lire To 
the fuburbs and on the caoiils, it is (lill more [x>~ 
puloiis than Peliin, The ftreets are of a moderate 
breadl*, and very well paved; the houfes are 
low but cleanly; and the fliops richly furnilhcd 
with filks and olber colily goods. Thither all the 
curiofitiea of i,he empire are brought. There the 
mofl famous doctors, and the mandarins out of 
employment, ufually fettle, on account of ihe 
convenience of feveral libraries filled with choice 
books. Their printing is fairer, their artificers 
more Ikilful, the languiige more polite, and the 
accent fmoother than elfewhere. Beiides the ri* 
ver Kiam, on which it is fituated, is the krgeft, 
deepeft, and moft navigable in the whole empire. 
Nankin is famous for what they call the China 
Tower; of which it may be proper to obferve, 
that there is, without the city, a houfe, named by 
the Chioefc, The Temple of Gratitude, built 
three hundred years ago by the Einperor Yonlo. 
It is eredc^ on a maflive halts of brick, and 
furrounded witli a rail of unpolifhed marble. 
Around it are ten or twelve Heps, by which yon 
al'cend to the lowermoft hall, the floor of which 
ftands one foot higher than the bafis, leaving a 
walk two feet wide all round it. The front is 
■adorned with a gallery aud fome pillars. The 
roofs, which in China are generally two. one 
next the top of the wall, and a narrower over that, 
are covered with green Ihining tiles; and on the 
infide the ceiling is painted, and formed of little 
pieces, differently wrought, one within the other, 
and this the Chinefe eDeem very ornamental. 
I Indeed, fuch a medley of beams, joitis, rafters, 
I snd pinions, appears furprifingly lingular, from 
'■forjudging that fuch a woili. mat. \ift itTsi- 
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pcBlive : but it only proceedsi from the ignorance 
of the workmen, who are unacquainted with that 
noble Jimplicilv, which reiidei-s our buildings at 
once folid and benutiful. 

Tlie hall has no other light befiJes that ad- 
mitted at the doors, of which there are three 
very large ones, that open into the China 
Tower. This laft ftruclure joins to tlic temple, 
■nd 11 of an o3agoual figure, each tide fifteen 
ftcfwide, A wall, in the fame form, is built 
round it, at the diftancc of two falhoins and a 
balf, and being of a moderate height, ftippurti 
CKie tide of a peullioufe which iflues from the 
lower, forming a prelty kind of gallery. The 
tower is nine ftories high, each flory being adorn- 
.ed with a cornice three feet wide, at the bot- 
lom of the windows, and diOiiigulllted by little 
pentboufes like the former, but narrower, snd 
like the tower, decrealing to breadth as they ia- 
cieafe in height. The wall, which, at the bot- 
tomi is at leali twelve feet thick, end above eight 
feet and a half at the top, is all over incmrted 
with coarfe China ware, which has in a great 
- meafure retained its beau'y, though the tower 
bai been ereflcd three handred years. The ftair- 
cafe withiu is narrow, and the fleps high. Each 
Aoryhasa room withapainted ceiling, and in the 
■walls of the upper rooms are fevers 1 f ma 11 niches, 
ID which are carved idols gilt. The firll floor ii 
the moil lofty, and all the refl of an equal height. 
This tower, from the bottom of the bafe to the 
lop of the cupola, rifes at leaft two hundred feet 
from the ground. Towers of tJie lame kind are 
erefiud in almoft every clly, and are feme of 
that greatcfi craamenLi. 
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Kankin wa^ once famons for the largenefa oC 
its' bells; but their weight brought the whole 
lleeplc to the ground. One of thefc, which h 
ftill entire, i* eleven feet in height, and thdtof 
its ear ts two feet, and its outward circumference 
is twenty-two feet. But this is nothing, wheA 
compared wiili feven bells at Pekin.cail threciiuii- 
dred years ago, each of ilicm weighing one han- 
dred and tweutythouland pounds; thefe arc el«cn 
feet wide, forty round, and twelve high, befidM 
the ear, which Is at leali three feet. But as macli 
as their bells exceed ocirs in lize, ours exceed 
theirs in found ; which is, perhaps, chiefly omng 
to their clappers being of wood. Thefe bells are 
ufed to diflinguilli the watches of the night, of 
which tbey ulnally reckon five. They begin the 
&tA with firiking once, which they repeat a few 
moiDcntB after; and thas continue till the fecond 
watch, when they flrlke two Urokes ; at the thiid 
walch they ftrike three, and fo on ; ib that thcfe 
bells ferve as fo many repeating clocks, which 
every minute inforiu you of the time of nighL 
For the fame purpofe they, in the fame manacr, 
heat very large drums, where bells are wanting. 

Of all the public works in China, none do the 
people fuch hononr as their canals and bridges; 
nor is any thing more worthy of the aitentioii of 
the curious. By means of thefe canala the whole 
trade of the empire is carried on, with the ad- 
vantage of water carriage; and in this manner 
one may go from CautDn, the ma& fouthcrn city, 
to Pekin, the moft northern, without travelling 
one day by land. This, which is called the grrat 
canal, is one hundred and fiiity leagues in Icngdi. 
27j(!flumherofthefecat\a\sisvevyfurpriiingi Ihejr 
are often Untd on each fide la v\itUw^Vv -A \«a. 
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ar twelve leet, with line fquare ftone, and in 
ibme places with a kind of marble, of the colour 
of flate. The bauks of Lome of tliem are twenty 
or twenty-live teet high on each lide; and fome 
extend abote ten leagues in a Itraight line. But 
wliat moA chamis the eye, is the great number of 
beautiful iuijicrial barks, loitded with the bcft 
produaions of diiTereiit provinces ; many of tbem 
dghty tons burthen, continually palling anil re- 
palling. 

As, ill an cxient of four thoiifand leagues in 
length, the earth cannot be everywhere level, 
there are ieveral cataracts, where the water is 
precipitated with greater or kfs violence, accord- 
ing to tbe ditference of the level ; but the iuduf- 
(ry of the Chinefe has found out a means of re- 
medying tbe inconveniences that might arife 
ironi tliem with refpeft to navigation. At 
each of tbefe waterfalls live a number of men, 
who are employed in railing the barks. Thefe 
laving drawn cables to tbe right and left, to lay 
Iiold of tbe veCTel in fuch a manner that it cannot 
efcape from them ; they have feveral capfierns, 
by the help of which tliey raife it by little and 
little, till it, is lifted inia the upper level. 

In fome places, where the waters of two canals 
have no communication, they have a method of 
• making the boats pafs from one to the other, 
though the level may be above fifteen feet differ- 
ent. At the end of the canal they have built a 
double lloping bank of fVceHatiF:, which, uniting 
at tbe lop, extends on both fides to the water of 
each canal. The bark js hoifled up the Hope by 
means of feveral capfterns, till, being railed to tlie 
lop, it ilides down the other bank, like an arrow 
Ihoi lircm a 'bow, aEdcnlainir the athsi canal. 
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fcudi away with prodigious fwiftnefs. There 2tv 

no I'licii obttruAions in the grand canal ; and, 
indeed, the emperor's barks, which are as large 
as our frigati^a, cnuld noC be thus raifed. 

Thefe canal* are, at proper diftances, covered 
with bridge* oi three, five. or fevcn arches ; that in 
the middle is fometimei thirty-fin, and even forty 
feet wide, and fo high, that barks may paCs through 
without takiog dtiw» their majl^; thore oaeach 
iiile are felJom led iliati thirty, and diminiib in 
proportion to the floping of the bridge. Some of 
thelebrtdgeshave but one arch, which isfometimea 
fcmicircular, and built of arched liones, five or fix 
feet long, and only five orfiit iaches thick, Thefc 
arches, not beiug thick at the top, cannot be 
llrong; but then carts nefer pals over them; for 
the Chinefe mate ufe of porters to carry their 
bales. Several bridges have three or four great 
ftones, fi-om twelve to eighteen feet long, placed 
on piers, like planks. There are aconliderable 
number of this fort neatly built over the great 
canal, whofe piers arc fo narrow, thai thefe 
bridges feem to hang in the air. 

Many of thefe bridges nre very handlbme; 
one, two leagues and a half from Pekin, wa» 
moft beautiful, before part of it was broken dowa 
by a land flood. The whole was of white mar- 
ble, On each fide were feventy pillars, feparated 
by cartridges of fine marble, curioiifly carved in 
flowers, foliages, birds, and feveral forts of ani- 
mals. On each fide of the entrance, at the call 
end, were two lions of an extraordinary fize, on 
marble pedefials, with feveral lions of fione, foms 
climbing on the backs of ^he great ones, fomc 
gelling off them, and others creeping between 
ti/a'r legs. At tbe weft ca4 fcotii, o^ wvMbte ^e- 
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(leflals, the figures of two children, carved with 
thr fame fklll, 

One of the moft extToordinary bridges, how- 
even-, is built over the point of an arm of the fea. 
It is two thoiifand five hundred Chinefe feet in 
length, and twenty ia breadth, fupported by two 
hundred and fifty-lwo ftrong piers, one liundrcii 
and twenty-fix on etich fide. All the flones are of 
the fame bjgncfs, as well as thofe laid from pier 
to pier, as thofe that are laid croilwife. It is 
difficult to conceive how ftones of fiich enormous 
fize /honld be placed with fuch regularity, or 
even rniled to the top of fuch high piers. 

In the way leading from ilan-tchong-fou to 
the capital, the Chinefe have levelled monntainB, 
and made bridges from one mountain to another j 
and when the valleys were too wide, they erefled 
pillars to fupport them ; thefc bridges, which 
form part of the road, are fo high, that one can- 
not look down without horror ; four horfemeii 
can ride nbreafl upon them; and, for the greater 
fecurily, they have rails on each fide. 

Kireher obfcr\-cs, that in the lame province is 
a bridge of one arch, extending from mountain 
tp moantain, whole length is four hundred cu- 
bits, and its perpendicular height five hundred 
abore the Saffron river, which runs under it. 

To thefe extraordinary inftances of intluftry, It 
will he proper to add, that the road frnni-Sig- 
nantu to Hamtchoum is faid to be one of the 
firongeft pieces of work in the world. I have 
been lold", that tipon the fide of fome moun- 

• Mt. le ComptB Hi oot perfonally fllit rh« ftupendoui 
norli; but liom what baa been ilieady CiU, wiilt [cr^c^ ta 
Ihe hriilgn of Cbiiu, ihii acurattt'vi ix \Kk'i. ^^ W.^- 

t Vot.XI. ■ z. ^"^ 
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tninsthat are i>erpendicubr, and have no fhelvin g 
the inhabilanlB have fixed large heaxti^ into thc»m_ 
upon which they have lormed a kind of balcorir^ 
without rails, cxteuding along the tides of feve- 
ra! mountains. Tbofc, who arc unaccuAomed to 
thefe kind of galleries, cannot travel over tliem 
without great appreheniions J but the people of 
the place, who have mules ul'ed to thefe roads, tra- 
vel with as little fear and concern over ihefe Deep 
and hideous precipices', as they could do on the 
plaineil heath. 

One cannot imagine the care that is taken of 
the common roads; tbefe ace as fine as polTible, 
and are generally near eighty feet broad. Al 
about a mile and a half dillanca from each other, 
are ere£led wooden llruSures, about thirty feet 
high, refembling triumphal arches, with three 
gates, over which is wrote, upon a large frieze, in 
cbaraftcrs of au e^ttra ordinary lize, the diAance 
from the place you left, and how far it is to the 

The origin of the empire of China is as obfcure 
as the fouree of fonie mighty rivers. The vulgar 
hiftory of its monarchy is indeed evidently falfe^ 
Jince forty thoufaod years are fuppofed to have 
clapfed hnce its foundation; but, according to 
authentic hitlory, which has never been queition- 
ed by any of the Chinefe literati, a focceHion of 
kings for four thoufand years is admitted. 

It feems probable, that the children or grand 
children of Noah difperfed themfelves into A6a, 
and at length penetrated into llie moll weflerlj 
parts of China, where they lived originally in ft- 
niilies, and the kings were fathers, to whom lon- 
gei;tv, ahmidance of tlocks.and pcrfonal charac- 
ter, at lall added aulhoriij. 



The foundalioi! of the monarchy was laid by 
Fohi, whofe ■wifdom, power, reputation, and vir- 
tue, tOEether with his great age, made the people 
liflen to him as an oracle. He reguluted all pri- 
vate, as well ^H political and religjous atF^iirs, and 
thcftale foon became flourifhing tinder his aufpi- 
ccs. Hia fubjefts at tirft poffefled.theprovinceof 
Honan, and Ibme years after they extended ihrir 
territories to the foiithwa rd, as far as the ocean. 

The people at this period principally applied 
themfelves to the education of their children, and 
to agricultnre -. they were laborioos and frugal. 
The judges and governors of provinces were grave 
and fobcr, and by the equity of their decifions 
gained the love and refpcft of tlie natives; while 
the emperor placed his fupreme felicity in the 
happinefs of his fubjefts, and did not confider 
himl'elf fo much the Ibvereign of a grenC empire, 
as (he father of a numerous family. By this 
means the Chinefc acquired fuch reputation, that 
they were coi>fideied by ail the neighbouring na- 
tions as the oraeles of wifdom; and it is probable 
that, from their firft origin, they regarded them- 
felves aa fuperioT to other men: an iipinion which 
they ftil] entertained, after they had undergone as 
great revolutions in politics, as they had done iti 
morals, Hence they became (b vain, that they 
fancied Heaven had placed them in the centre of 
the univerfe, todifpenfe laws to mankind. 

But after theyhadfome intercourfewith Euro- 
peans, whom they found expert in all thefciences, 
they were (Iruck with aflonilliraent. How can 
it be poflible, faid they, that a people, fo remote 
from us, flioukt polTels either wit or capacity? 
They have never perufed our books, they were 
ncrer infttutted by as, a\\4 ■>jft^,\'^t ^^a,■^S^s.■^ tj,.eSt. 

e Zi2 ^ 
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and reafon riglit. On feeing our Huffs, clncl 
watches, and maihcmalical inltruments, their T^ 
pril'e incrcaled; for ibey bad imagined that c 
pert artifioi^rs were only to be t'ouod in Chin; 
'J'liey were feDfible that we were not fo barbaroi 
as they had coQceived; and, half in jell, exclaimei 
" vvc fuppoled all other penple to be blind, an 
that nature had beftowed eyes on none fave tl; 
Cbinefe ; but now we mull confeli, that thoug 
Europeans do not lee fo clearly as we dO} th( 
have at Icaft each of tliem one eye." 

The featui'FJ, air, language, difpofilioo, an 
manners of the Chineic, dilier not only from our 
but alfo frotn all other nations. Of the pcrfot 
of tlic Cliinefe in gencial, we may form a pretl 
diftind idea, by coi:ilidcring their notions < 
beauty. They would have a man to anfwer th 
charaderj tall and fatj with a broad forebeai 
fmall eyes, a (hort nofe, great ears, a mouth of 
middling ^xe, a long beard, and black hair. Tke 
are naturalJy as fair as Europeans, ef|)ecial]y i 
the nortii of the empire; but theii faces bein 
continually expofed to the fun, they acquire 
tawney hue, of the fame tint as the Portuguef 
in the Eafl Indies. Tliofe in the foiitlicm pre 
vihcesare of an olive coniplesion. The I earn e 
never pare their nails; but fuffcr iliem lo grow t 
■ an enormous length, as an evidence that they ar 
not obliged to labour for their maiDtenance. 

The men (have thei r heads, except a long loc 
on the crown; and conliantly wear a bonnet c 
cap, which civility forbids them pulling off. 1 
is lined with fatin, and the lop covered with 
piece of fine mat, to which they add a (trip c 
red tilk, that falls round about it, and rrachcs I 
theedges, wLich in walkitio aoaU-^Xiiii'^wza.^ 
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frace. Sometimes, inlleadof (ilk, they » 
air, of a vivid glofly fed. Tliis grows on iiic 
legs of a breed of covs, and in naturally wliitci 
but they give it a tinftuw, which renders it more 
valuable ihan the lineft filk. In winter, howtvcr, 
they -wear a pinlh cap, bordered with fable or fox 
ft-in. Nothing can be handfomer than thofe 
caps; but they are fo QialloWj that they difcover 
the ear^. 

Wteo the mandarins are dreffed in ihrir for- 
malities, the upper part of ihe bonnet has a dia- 
mond, or Ibme other precious tlone, incliafed in 
gold, of curions workmanfliip. 

Their habit confifta of a veft that reaches to 
the ground, the (kins or fides of which are folded 
before, in fuch a manner that the uppermoft is 
extended to the left fide, where it is fattened by 
a few gold or filver bullons. Tbcir Qeeves are 
■wide towards the (hoiildcrs, but narrow towards 
the wrift; and in a manner cover the whole hand. 
They fallen their veft around them witli a broad 
iiik fafh, the two extremities of wliicii depend lu 
their knees. Over this they have an upper gar- 
ment, with iliort fleeves; with various otiier 
appendages adapted to rank or fealbn. Their 
mourning vcftments are wholly white; and, from 
the prince to the pcafant, no other colour is per- 
mitted to be worn. 

Though fome parts of their drefa may appear 
ridiculous to us, ours appears no lelii eKtravagant 
to them; in particular, the large curling peruke is 
a conftant fubjefl of ridicule; and ihey efteem it 
■as abfurd to wear falfe hair on the head, as a falfe 
beard on the chin. This fantaftical head-drefs, 
fay tliey, may be very proper on the Ga^e. -stiea 
7, 'i ■ft.-^iSaa. 



B man would repreient the devil ; but no perioo 
can have the form ofa man who is thus difguifed. 

Aa to ihe women, they have fmall eyes, fhort 
Holes, and pretty fnir complexions. A little collar 
of white latin, fattened to a veft, wholly coven 
the neck. Their hands are ufualty hid in long 
IJeevcs. Their head-drei's commonly confifts tif 
icveral locks, buckled up, and interlaced with 
flowers of gold and filver. They, as well as the 
men, wear a long veil of red, blue, or green ialju, 
or cloth of gold, thellecvea of which are extreme- 
ly widei and trail on tbe ground. But what it 
their diftinguilhing peculiarity, is the artificial 
fmallaefii of their leet, which ia fuppoled to be 
ertential to beauty. This praflice of cranipiDg 
their feet iuiufancy, no doubt originated from the 
felfilli policy of the men, to render their womea 
more donieftic; and falhion baa at lall rendered 
it defirable to themfelV'Cs*, 

When pcrfons of qualily go abroad, or pay 
vifitfl, they always appear with a grandeur that 
fills a ftranger wiih aftoniihment- Tiie manda- 
rins are carried in fedan chairs, richly decorated, 
and have officers to precede and follow tliem. 
Thofe who belong to the army comrooaly travel 
on horfeback; andif they are of con iiderable rank, 
appear at the head of twenty or thirty men, well 
mounted. 

The princes of ihc blood, at Pekin, are preceded 
by four of their officers, and followed by a Iqua- 
dronof troops without any order. The domeliics 
wear no liveriesf but aee drefled according to tbe 
quality of their mallera. Even the trappings and 

: v^tM to be uDitnri! i 
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hamefs of the horfes are magnilicent in propor- 
tioD to llie rank of the owner. 

The emperor never appears in public, without a 
I dilptay of that fplendor which is lb neceflary to at- 
tract ite relped and veneration of the people. The 
monarchsof theChinefe racelcldom fliewcd them- 
iclvcs; but lince the Tartan have mounted the 
throne, they alTeft popularity and magnificence. 
All the gjrandeea attend their progrcfles with the 
atiuolt formality of ftate. On fui-b occafiona 
every one knows hi9 rank; and that man would 
lofe bb head, or his fortune at leafl, who dared to 
difcompofe the regular order of the march. 

When the emperor goes into Tartary, foe the 
diverfion of hunting, he is commonly attended by 
forty thouland men, who endure great hardlhips 
in thel'e toilfome fervices ; and gttnerally more 
horfes die tbaa.wouM be Igft in a pitched battle. 

]n nothing, howsver, does the emperor d if play 
more pomp than in afls of religion. When he 
goes to the temple to offer facrilices to Heaven, 
the ceremonies are fo fixed by immemorial cuf- 
tom, that even the fovereign dares nut to add nor 
dimiuifli the leajt article ; and the procelfton is fo 
grand, that nothing can exceed it. To defcribe 
tbe minutiae of fitch obfervances would be tedious 
and unintereftingj but cliey unite every drcum- 
(hince that can imprefa tlie mind with awe, or the 
eye with admiration. 

NotwithQanding this external parade, how- 
ever, thehoufes oftbe great are not magnificently 
farnilhed, and are dellitule of many conveniences, 
to be found in the habitalions of Europeans, in 
the middle Aations of life. The decorations of 
' their apaitments couiilt uluelly in cabinets.'tables. 
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and Tcrrens, and the quantity and beauty of tieit 
porcelain. 

The Chinefe painters are ver^- deficient in the 
art of drawing, parliciihirly of bucnan figures*, 
and they have a very imperfett knowledge of pB- 
fpei-tive. 

The emperor's authotity is unboimdM; hell 
ainioft adored by his fuVjeiL^s, who llyle lum ibc 
fon of heaven, and ihc only mailer of the worM. 
His wordi are deemed uracular, and lie is 1)evk I 
fpoken to but on the knee. In this poftorc. tlie 
grandees of the court, the princes of theblood.even 
111; own brothers, bow to ttieground, not only when 
he 19 prefent, but even before his throne. All 
places in thcempireareat his dilpofal, and hecuo- 
fers them on whom he thinks proper; but noueof 
them are ever fold. Honefly, learning, long ex- 
perience, a grave jind fober behaviour, arc the 
only (jualifications reg;arded in the candidate;; 
and if he afterwards finds caufc to difapprovc of 
their conduft, ho difmilTcs them without cero- 
mony. 

He has even the liberty of nominating his fiic- 
ceflbr, whom he may chufe not only from the 
royal family, but from among the poorefi of bis 
liibjefts. "I'heir old l.iw-givers, however, have 
made it a fundamental maKim, from the origin 
of the government, thnt the king is the father of 
his people, and not the mafler of (laves ; 'an! 
hence the emperor is the more ftudious to defcrvc 
this honourable dltiiu&ion, by a lenient aud in^- 
partial conduct, 

■ They feem, indtej, to think, [hat it difplij-i gieitcr inje« 
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Every mandarin niay tell the emperor of bl$ 
faults, provided it be done in a refpcftful man- 
ner; and if his majelly hae any regard for his re- 
{Hitatlon, the mauner in which the Chinefe hitio 
rics are written, is alone fufficicnt to keep him 
within the bounds of his duty. A certain num- 
ber of men who, from their learulng and impat- 
tiality, are fele&cd for this office, obferve all hia 
words and aflions ; and iaving fcparately written 
their remarks, without confulting each other, on 
a loofeilip of paper, each puts it through a chink, 
into an oIKcc appointed for that purpofc, "Such a 
day, fey they, his behaviour was unfeafonable and 
intemperate; he fpoke after a m^itoer unfuitable 
10 bis dignity. The punifhmont he inflicted on 
fach an offender, was rather tlie refull of paflion 
than of juliice," — Or elfe, " He gave fuch and 
fuel) marks of his love for his people, Notwith- 
ftanding the praifcs of flatterers, lie was not pulled 
up; but behaved with his' ufual modefiy; his 
words were tempered with fwectnefs." 

That thefe monitors may neitlier be biafed by 
hope nor fear, this office is never opened during 
the prince's life, or while any of his family lit on 
the throne; but when tiie crown goes to another 
line, thofe loofe memoirs are collefled, and, by 
comparing them, they compofe the hiftory of that 
emperor, to propofe him as aa example to pofte- 
Tity, if he h.as a£ted wifely ; or to expofe him to 
public cenfure, if he has proved negligent of his 
duly, and the intereft and happinefs of hispeople. 

The emperor has two fuvereign councils; one 
compofed of the princes of the blood alone, and 
another into which ihe miniflers of (lale are ad- 
milled. Befidee thefe are feveral oilier courts of 
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who, (hoiigh be ia not of tiie council, is pr^fent at 
all the alTeniblies, and Uses the mandarins both 
with tlieir private vices and public omiflions oF 
duly. It is faid, that he who undenakes this 
office can never accept any other, that the hope 
of preferment may neither tempt him to be par- 
lia!, nor Uiefear of lofing his place deter him frotn 
acculing the guilty. Of thefe officers, even the 
faigheft ranks Hand in awe. 

The provinces are under the immediate infpcc- 
tion of two forta of viceroys; OQciias the govern- 
ment of only one province, and the olhcrhas two 
or Ihree provinces under his jurlfdifiion, and aSs 
wilii a paramount authority; but all are fubordi* 
Dale to the councils of Pekin. The viceroy, in 
whom refides the imperial authorit)-, convenes the 
principal mandarins of his province, to take cog- 
nifance of the good or bad qualities of the go- 
vernors, lieutenants, and inferior officers, and pri- 
vately lodges informatioD againft fuch as appear 
faulty in the execution of their office. On tjie 
other hand, the power of the viceroy is counter- 
poifed by that of the great mandarins, who may 
accufe him when he forgets Mb duty, and even 
petition the emperor for his removal. The leaft 
diClurbance of ihe public peace is laid to hia 
charge; and if it conLinues three days, he muft 
snfwcr for the confeqtiences at his peri!. 

CaufcB are generally decided, and judgment 
given, by a tingle mandarin; who after a Ihort 
proccfs, and the esamiuaiioii of boih parties, or- 
ders the lofer lobe punilhcd according to the na- 
ture of his offence. Carrying on all utijuft pro- 
fecution, or maintaining a caufe contrRiy^ts 
cijuitv, is liable to be ^\jn\Cwd iiith Icrerily. 
fiome' of the pimlihraente aw tiite««^^««.s 

- "^ 
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but they are not often iniiifted, as a wife regard 
ii paid, rather to prevent crimes, tlian to ra-dke 
tbe criminals fiiffer. 

A< the emperor is conlidered as the father of 
the whole em[>ire, fo the greateft refpeft is paid 
to parental nuthoriiy. Tbcre is no fubmillion, no 
point of obedience whicli a fatlier cannot claim 
imia Ills children ; in his private family he is ab- 
Iblute fovereign while he lives, and is honoured at 
his death with a refpeA bordering on adoration. 
He is not only abfolute malier of his eflate, which 
he may leave to whom he pleafes; but alfo of his 
concubines and children, whom he may fell, or 
olherwife difpofe of according to his fancy. 

If a fon fo far forgets his duty, as to deride hii 
parents, or arrives at fuch a pitch of bafcnef? as to 
lay violent hands on them, the whole province is 
alarmed ; the emperor himfcif judges the crimi- 
nal J all the mandarins in the vicinity are turned 
out of office; and even the neighbours are repri- 
manded, for D^Iefling, by early puoiihrneiUs, to 
Hop the criminal from reaching fuch enormities. 

fo prcfcrve peace and order, the utmoll; mo- 
defty and civility are Inculcated. They have pre- 
Ibribed forms of falutaUon and addrefs, and ia 
paying vifits, a great number of troublelbme cere- 
monies are obferved. Even their feafts are fur* 
mal, to the moll extrav^cgant and ridiculous ex- 
cels. 

The folemn feafts In this country are cele- 
brated with artonilhiiig parap. One of tlie prin- 
cipal is obferved on the iSth of the hrfi monih, 
and is called the Fend of Lanthoms, from the 
mnliitude and grandeur of ihclanthorns exhibit- 
ed in the evening of tlint day. To fc*:.^ ^.-^ak-'o. 
ct'expence h this fcftvvai -lamii, liia.^ "*• ^'='^^i^ 
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tiraes injures Ihe fortnne of the rich, and Allges 
the poor to rctrcncli their neccilfiry wantt, that 
tliey may not be deficient in their zeal on this 
occalioD. For Ihe origin of this feftival, a tsiiim- 
£ciil caufe is aliigned; but it U probably of fuch 
ancient inl^itution, thnt the retnenibraiice of the i 
faft which occafioncd it 1= inft, and only the ob- 
fervance kept up ; as ia the cafe with many cere- 
monies in all coiintriel. 

The young men do not follow their own' tafia 
in the choice of a wife; but take heron the cre- 
dit of olherg. Sometimes, however, the btide- 
Cm will rejeft the bride at firft fight j \fifi 
Id the woman ever (o much dillike ilie riUlDi 
the has no alternative but to fubmit. 

When the Tartars, in the late war, took Nan- 
kin, among other irregularities tliey committed, 
they hit on an expedient, vhich amufcil the Chi- 
ftcfe amid nil their difaflers. They fcized on nU 
the women of the province, and putting thern in 
facks, carried them to market, determined to fdl 
old and young, handlOFne: and ugly, uilhout fnf- 
fering them to be previoully fceu, at the mode- 
rate price of two crowns each. 

On the day of fa!e, ihc novelty of the Innfadion 
attra^ed a great many purchafcra. One poor fel- 
low, who had bat two crowns in the world, poN 
chafed a fack, like the refl, and carried it ofT; but 
no fooner was he out of the crowd, than his curi- 
ofity prompted him lo examine his bargain. To i 
hU amazement and great ektgrin, he (bond he i 
nad got an old woman of the moft forbidding ap 
pearance. Irritated by the lofs of his money, and 
the difajipointment of his hopes, he wan going W | 
throw iter into a river, vjl^t^-a ^.\ie dviV-iAij bvdliin 
be ofgouil cheer, ieUiVi|.Um\\\a.V\lVe.^"«&\»s. 
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life, fliewoald make him bappy. He areordingly 
lirtened to ihe fuggrliion, and having carrieii ber 
to Iicr family, whicii was of high diliiii^ion, be 
was reinooeruied in a manner that made him for- 
get his unpromiling lot, aud to blefs his good for- 

Pcrfons who arc diftreiTed by want, are permit- 
ted to cjcpofe or deftroy their children. Thus. 
wlien penury iafelt, wlien the mother foils (ick or 
dies, it is common to condemn the helplefs inno- 
cent to perilli ; and freggcntly the hotirof birth is 
thelai) of their lives. In all thit.nolwithlhndlng 
iheir boadcd politenefs, the Chincte arc as favagc 
ai the nniatored Hottentots*. 

The Chincle are Pagans of fevcral lefts; th« 
principal of which is compoled of the wurlhippers 
of Fo, who believe in tranfmigraiion ; aniJ the 
bonze; or priefts of this pei'fualion, grofsly impofe 
oil the credulous muliiiude. Twoof thele bonzes, 
I one day feeing a pair of very fine ducks in a farm 
' yard, and wifhing to make a feaft on them, felt 
' down on their faces, and exclaimed that the fouli 
of their fathers inhabited the bodies of thefe fowls; 
and that they never could be happy unlefs they 
had the keeping of them. The good woman of 
thehoufe, to relieve their pious fears, made ihcm 
a prefenl of the ducks, which they received wilh 
every mark of veneratioD; but that very evening 
made a feail on tbcm, without regard to tbcir 
fathers' fouls. 

They alio extort money from the people, by 
afts of public penanct. One day, fays Le Compter 

• Th(« a fomrlhing To (hockirg. fo unnsluril, in tli= ciime 
of in&ndcidc, ibjt if minhi be luppaftd 'hn Jjft which evai 
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I met a ^oung bonze, af a good misD, who'flodtT - ' 
upright in a fort offt6an, the iulideof which wa$ 
ftuck fofullof nails, lh.li he could not move with- 
out being wounded. Two fellows carried him 
from hoiife to lioiife, while he endeavoured lu 
escile comp.iflimi, by telling them that he was 
ihui up in that chair for ihe good of tb«r fuuJs, 
and wriiild never leave it till they had bought all 
the naiU, amounting to two thourand, at the value 
of lixpfncc each, with which he purposed build- 
ing a temple to the god Fo. The bonze direding 
his difconrfe to nie, I advifed him to leave his 
prifon, and to go to the temple of ihe true God, 
where he might fubmit to penances lefa fevere, 
but more wholefome, He thanked me for my 
advice; buladdcd, that he (hould be more obliged 
to me, if I would buy a dozen of his nails. Here, 
liold your hand, fays he, lake thefe on the faith 
of a bonze, they are the beft in all my fedan, for 
tJiey prick me tlie moil ; yet you Ihall have them 
atthe lame rate as the red. The tone in which he 
uttered thefe words, on ai y other occalion, would 
have made me laugh j but I left him with a mix- 
ture of pity and contempt *. 

Thefe feds are, however, only tolerated. The 
religion of the court coiifitb in following the pre- 
cepts and doftrines of Confucius, an exceJleni 
moral philofopher; but with his purer dogmas, 
they have intermixed many idolatrous cuHoms. 

It is well known, that the Chinefe had the art 
of priming many ages before it was pradiled ia j 

* Might not Lc Compic hate been a tittle more ch»rIr»Ue, 
iad ht refljfltj on the grejiei impoftares of hii owncraA! | 
Tliiik who Tutly ttu: Iiue religion by pious frauds, ani cerbunll 
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Europe; but tiieir mode of performing this, on 
account of the flruflure of ilieir language, will 
ever be clumfy, and unfufceptibk ol the leali 
improvement tor the better. Having no written 
alphabet, every word has a different character, or 
a fymbolicaJ reprefentation. They write with 
pencils from the right to the left ) and in the fame 
' inaiiner their printed books begin where ours end. 

The Chioefc are certainly an ingenious and di- 
ligent people; but they arc much tinftured with 
duplicity and deceit, particularly where tliey have 
Lad much intercourfe with Europeanii. Inliaiicea, 
liowBvefj fometimes occur of incorruptible inte- 
grity. On our arrival in China, fays our author, 
on otlering a prefent to a commiflioner of the cuf- 
toais, he refolutely rcfufed il, notwithftanding our 
reiterated entreaties; faying, that he would never 
accept a prefent from any man while he was in 
office; but that, if one day he Hiould happen to 
be in another ttation, he "would thankfully receive 
from us fume European curiolity. 

With this anecdote, fo honourable to the Chi- 
nel'e charafler, and which principle wewifli they 
and every other nation might more frequently 
ufford room for commending, wc take our leave 
of our Jefuit guides, whofe voluminous accounts 
of China arc now fuperfeded by more modern and 
Ii-ls queflionable autliorities, which we Ihall 
the fequel have occafion to fallow. 
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